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After 45 years of dysfunction and neglect, 
the only way to save Midtown Park 
Apartments may be to destroy it. 
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Depressed? / 


Do you feel sad, have low 
energy, difficulty sleeping, or 
trouble enjoying things? 


Have you been diagnosed with 
Major Depressive Disorder? 


lf you are 18-65 years old and have had 
symptoms of depression for at least 8 
weeks, call us about a clinical research 
study of an investigational medication. 


Qualified participants receive study 
related evaluation and study medication 
at no cost and may be compensated for 
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LETTERS 


DOUBLE STANDARDS 


Enjoying the view the public will 
never see: The SFCTA is hypocritical 
[“Vapid Transit,” Joe Eskenazi, Sucka 
Free City, 5/21]; it micromanages 
other agencies’ projects funded by the 
sales tax, yet has always paid for a top- 
floor office and top-notch equipment 
with minimal scrutiny. When it was lo- 
cated on Van Ness, it was also occupy- 
ing a high floor (24th) at no doubt a 
higher cost. Is that prudent spending 
of taxpayer dollars, to get a nicer view? 
SFtaxpayer 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


The dating game is not fun: The 
problems these days with dating is: 
No. 1, people are too superficial, No. 
2, people have very high expectations 
that they set themselves up for disap- 
pointment, and No. 3, people are very 
addicted to technology [“San Fran- 
cisco Dating Pool Shrinks Due to The 
Dating Ring,” Mollie McWilliams, the 
Exhibitionist, 5/21]. If people would 
put down their devices, they would 
actually meet a nice man or woman. 
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Media Partners 


People put more time into their 
phones or laptops than they do get- 


ting to know the people around them. 


The one that’s right for you just 
might be sitting next to you in that 
coffeehouse, but instead you would 
rather be playing with your phone. 
Come on now! 


Angel M. 


“San Francisco is a city built on boom or bust. 


VT 


MAURICE R. COMMETING ON “SAN FRANCISCO TO BE DESTROYED BY EARTHQUAKE. OR EARTHQUAKES.” 


Here comes the Big One: Yes, it’s 
coming [“San Francisco Due to Be De- 
stroyed by Earthquake. Or Earth- 
quakes.” Joe Eskenazi, the Snitch, 
5/20]. San Francisco is a city built on 
boom or bust. The Marina and most of 
SOMA below Fourth Street is built on 
landfill, so it makes no sense why so 
many expensive residential towers are 
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built on Rincon Hill and the Embar- 
cadero. A strong enough shake will 
send them descending back into the 
bay, much like the Marina homes 
crumpled in 1989 like pancakes. But, 
hey, enjoy that view while you can! 
Maurice R. 


Working at home isn't for every- 
one: I hada period when I was working 
from home, but basically it was hard for 
me [“California Tops the List of Best 
States to Work From Home,” Mollie 
McWilliams, the Exhibitionist, 5/20]. 
Not to become lazy and disorganized, I 
was waking up, doing my makeup, and 
working at coffee shops. I feel more 
productive and concentrated when Iam 
working somewhere else but home. 
Sous K. 


Reader feels anti e-cigarette tac- 
tics may not work: Prohibition cre- 
ates desire in the adolescent mind 
[“San Francisco Ramps Up War on 
E-Cigarettes,” Chris Roberts, the 
Snitch, 5/20]. As soon as those e-cigs 
are banned they may become even 
more in demand by teens, and many 
might try it who might not have other- 
wise. It is better to educate teens in an 


honest manner and give them the 
knowledge and skills to make choices 
for themselves, and learn from any 
consequences that may ensue. 


Nancy E. 


This guy was lucky, the bison 
could have crushed him: Buffalo 
trot faster than most people can run 
[“Bay to Breakers: Naked Man Ar- 
rested After Teasing Bison in Golden 
Gate Park,” Erin Sherbert, the Snitch, 
5/19]. This could have been so bad. 
They do have amazingly short break- 
ing distance, so maybe it was just 
scared of the guy? 

Jim H. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, e-mail, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: 177-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Crimes with Benetits 





San Francisco pays wrongdoers long into retirement. 


By Rachel Swan 


As of his last court appear- 
ance on Friday, disgraced former San 
Francisco police officer Paul Maka- 
veckas was still collecting an annual 
pension of at least $101,650 — 
enough, presumably, to fund his 
mounting legal bills. Four years ago, 
he and an accomplice, William Han- 
cock, were accused of handing out 
passing grades on taxi driver permit 
tests in exchange for bribes. Maka- 
veckas now faces four felony criminal 
counts and the wrath of numerous 
San Franciscans, many of whom 
blame him for putting incompetent 
cabbies on the road. 

And yet he might, conceivably, 
continue to enrich himself from 
city funds. Though Makaveckas 
may provide a textbook case of 
“moral turpitude” — lawyer-speak 
for misconduct that demands seri- 
ous recompense — he'll only lose 
his pension if both the courts and 
the city take steps to revoke it. 

Historically, San Francisco 
has seldom stripped retirement 
payments from venal city em- 
ployees. Between 1907 
and 2012, the city 
only denied four 
retirees their 
awards — among 
those punished 
was Dan White, 
who assassi- 
nated Mayor 
George Moscone 
and Supervisor 
Harvey Milk. A group 
of Central Station police officers 
who were accused of taking bribes 
in the ’70s all received pensions 





while sitting in jail; parking meter 
attendants who'd been accused of a 
skimming operation kept drawing 
payments with impunity. 

That’s rankled many good-gov- 
ernment types, who, on several oc- 
casions, pushed for tighter rules to 
keep crooked employees from being 
pampered. In 1966, San Francisco 
amended its charter to include 
a more rigorous test for pension 
recall; it allowed the city’s Em- 
ployee Retirement System to deny 
payments to anyone convicted of a 
crime of moral turpitude in connec- 
tion with his or her job. In 2008, 
voters approved a new amendment 
to rescind other benefits — such 
as disability claims, or vesting 
allowances — from misbehaving 
former employees. 

The reforms might 


have helped. 


Three more city workers lost their 
pensions between 2012 and 2014, 
suggesting San Francisco has 
taken a harsher stance toward its 
malefactors. And yet, some are still 
rewarded by the system. Deborah 
Madden, the crime lab technician 
who allegedly stole drug evidence 
she was supposed to be testing, 
managed to avert criminal charges 
in 2011; thus, she’s entitled to a 
pension of about 75 percent of her 
$63,000 annual salary. 

San Francisco officials may 
have grown more bullish about 




















penalizing their worst transgres- 
sors — but they’re still hamstrung 
by entrenched rules. If wayward 
employees aren't found guilty, they 
can keep collecting. 

That might bode well for Maka- 
veckas as he awaits trial — or for 
the San Francisco cops who were 
indicted, in February, for allegedly 
running a drug ring out of Mission 
Station. They’ve been tried in the 
court of public opinion, but not 
in the court of law. Sans a guilty 
verdict, they could reap from city 
coffers long after their crimes 
are forgotten. 


Fred Noland 


Bumming 
for Bitcoin 


Newsom and Weev 
Share a political 
Strategy. 


One is an unctuous, 
tech-savvy politician with a 
vaguely reptilian grin. The other 
is a surly, bushy-haired hacker 
with a knack for repelling his 
staunchest allies. 

Both drew headlines last 
week, after hustling for contri- 
butions in Bitcoin. 

Ostensibly, few things tie Lt. 
Gov. Gavin Newsom to famed 
AT&T hacker Andrew “Weev” 
Auernheimer. Yet they seem to 
have hit on a similar strategy. 
Newsom began soliciting cryp- 
to-currency shortly after the 
Federal Elections Commission 
gave it a greenlight. Weev de- 
cided his “market-determined 
hourly rate” is one Bitcoin per 
hour; he used that metric to 
invoice federal agents for the 
year he spent in prison. 

Whether or not Bitcoin will 
really enrich either of these 
guys is a point of debate. For 
all its cachet, the currency 
still has limited circulation 
and a fog of uncertainty 
surrounding it. Appealing 
for Bitcoin donations is more 
a symbolic gesture than 
anything else. Newsom might 
be aping the tastes of his 
techie friends; Weev might 
be establishing himself as an 
Internet elitist. 

Perhaps that’s the point. 
Both Newsom’s and Weev’s an- 
nouncements generated a me- 
dia firestorm, indicating that 
the mere mention of Bitcoin 
is enough to turn a campaign 
into a sideshow. And that 
could fill any war chest. RS 





No Free 
Rides 


Finally, inevitably: 
Muniis suing Muni. 


You can add Muni manage- 
ment to the burgeoning list of people 
blindsided by Muni drivers. 


Court judge certified some 2,500 
drivers — every man and woman 


Earlier this month, a U.S. District 


July 2009 — as a class in a federal 
suit against Muni. And, like Muni, 
that suit is moving forward with ex- 
treme slowness — and may cost the 
city an arm anda leg. 

In a strongly worded ruling, 
Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers 
affirmed the drivers have “provided 
substantial evidence” they've been 
stiffed in the myriad ways they 
claim Muni is stiffing them. These 
include interludes spent performing 
post-driving inspections; travels 
from one bus or train to another 


bus or train run of the day to their 
personal vehicles. 

Muni, the drivers claim, pays 
them based upon “a predetermined 
amount of driving time,” yet “has a 
practice of designing its routes in a 
manner that makes it impossible for 
Operators to stay on schedule.” 

Management demurred, stating 
operators’ experiences are varied — 
and, in nonlegal jargon, their own 
damn fault; a driver who failed to 
submit overtime cards due to “lazi- 
ness” was prominently cited. 


The plaintiffs accuse Muni — and 
the city — of failing to adhere to 
the Minimum Wage Ordinance en 
masse, since July 16, 2009, for the 
class of 2,500 workers. While yes, 
Muni drivers are paid significantly 
more than minimum wage, this 
claim is based upon the notion 
that Muni failed to compensate its 
drivers for the aforementioned time 
periods. The city, incidentally, claims 
that, per the city’s Minimum Wage 
Ordinance, “the City ... is not an 
‘employer’ as that term is defined. 

There's a lot of money riding on 


” 


$50 daily penalty for violating the 
Minimum Wage Ordinance by five 
years worth of days and 2,500 work- 
ers. The total: $228 million. That’s a 
lot of cash. And a lot of leverage, if a 
settlement is in the offing. 

Muni spokesman Paul Rose 
declined to comment, deferring to 
the City Attorney’s Office — which 
declined to comment. So did plain- 
tiffs’ attorney Steve Tidrick. The 
warring parties are next scheduled 
to meet on Aug. 8. If Tidrick is 
right, by that time, the city will 
owe his clients roughly $10 million 


who has slipped behind the wheel of 
a bus, train, trolley, or cable car since 


“The Court finds Defendant’s argu- 
ments unavailing,” wrote the judge. 


when switching runs; and time 


expended wandering from the final this determination. Multiply the more. Joe Eskenazi 
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‘NEWS J MARIJUANA I$ HERE AND CHANGE IS COMING. SO WHAT DOES THE FUTURE LOOK LIKE? 


Competing Visions 


It’s okay. You can admit it: 
You neither know nor care what goes 
on in the state Legislature in Sacra- 
mento. 

All you care to know is if your car 
is now more expensive to register (it 
is), and what Junior will learn in the 
local school that’s been severely un- 
derfunded so that old folks can pay 
low taxes on the house they bought 
before you were born (Junior's learn- 
ing entrepreneurship, hopefully; 
today’s PTA bake sale to fund pencils 
is tomorrow's venture round for a 
cupcake app startup). 

You may also be interested to 
know when marijuana is legalized 
in California. The short answer is: 
not anytime soon. But things are 
definitely happening right now. At 
the Capitol, bills are being revised, 
deals are being made, lobbyists are 
getting paid. 

And the sum of this flurry of ac- 
tivity could add up to zero. 

For weed, 2014 has already been 
a shocker year. The state’s powerful 
police lobby proposed a set of rules 
to regulate medical marijuana, an is- 
sue they'd deal with previously with 


b 
P 
G 


handcuffs, drug dogs, and jail cells. 

Granted, a cop-regulated Califor- 
nia cannabis industry banned hash 
outright and limited people’s abili- 
ties to get their hands on THC-rich 
weed — but it was a start. 

Then the conflict: The cops’ idea 
to put California’s billion-dollar can- 
nabis industry in the hands of the 
state Department of Public Health 
clashed with the pot lobby’s idea to 
put Alcoholic Beverage Control in 
charge. (Conveniently, the state’s 
doctors weren’t on board, either). 

Now the cops are looking for a 
new state agency to take charge of 
weed. At press time, there was no 
word on who it would be (or if they 
wanted the job). 

Meanwhile, the pro-pot forces 
are dug in. And to make it nice and 
messy, a nuclear option looms: Key 
legislators on both sides are in a po- 
sition to kill any proposal they don’t 
like. The deadline to move things 
forward is Friday. 

None of this explains why writing 
rules for its weed industry puts Cal- 
ifornia in a paralytic fit. To explain 
the stalemate, and why the status 


quo of disputed rules and constant 
squabbling over what the state’s 
nearly-18-year old medical marijua- 
na law means, it’s useful to explore 
each interested party’s perspective. 


The police chiefs say that an ABC- 
regulated cannabis market is a fig leaf 
for big marijuana to make loads of 
money. Their vision of the future is 
something like this: 

SCENE: THE LOCAL CORNER 
POT STORE, VALENCIA AND DU- 
BOCE, 2017 

CANCER PATIENT IN WHEEL- 
CHAIR: I need some oil to shrink my 
tumors and some tincture to whet 
my appetite, please. 

POT SELLER RESEMBLING 
GUY FIERI: We have a special on 
Marlboro Greens! Buy three packs 
of shake, get a free pipe — anda 
voucher for 10 percent off tattoos 
next door! Yeah! 


F1V1 
W3HD 


SLuagOud SIMHD 


ALO 


PATIENT: Perhaps you misunder- 
stood me. I’m very sick. I need some 
specific med- 

GUY REEFER: You need some dab 
bar! There’s a free Snickers Hash Bar 
for you if you dab so hard you pass 
out. Wheel yourself over, dude! 

PATIENT: I never thought I'd say 
it, but chemo is better than this shit. 

COP LOBBY CHORUS: Aha! We 
told you — this isn’t medical, it’s 
commercial!” 

That’s the liquor store model, the 
cops say. Their proposal, though, cre- 
ates such heavy regulation and rub- 
ber-stamps local governments’ abil- 
ities to ban outdoor growing, indoor 
growing, and dispensaries outright. 


Cannabis advocates, legalization 
pushers, and drug-war opponents 
think absurd scenarios would ensue: 
SCENE: A HEAVILY-REGULATED 
MEDICAL CENTER, GEARY AND 
DIVISADERO, 2017 
POLICE: Doctor, give this man 


SS We hear what you’re saying. 
We offer more options to fit your budget. 


FLOWERS / 


some marijuana. 

HEALTHY-LOOKING MAN 
WITH CHRONIC PAIN: Yes! Please. 
I’m a sick man and nothing else 
works. 

LEERY DOCTOR: Ahem. Well. 
(looks through rule book, sees risk 
of losing DEA license to prescribe 
powerful pharmaceuticals when of- 
fering a federally illegal drug) Can I 
interest you in some powerful phar- 
maceuticals? 

MAN: That’s why I’m here. Opi- 
ates make me sick — and make me 
hooked on opiates. I just got off Oxy; 
can I have some weed, please? I’m 
not able to grow it at home. 

DOCTOR: (looks through portfo- 
lio, sees student loans) Can I interest 
you in some powerful pharmaceu- 
ticals? 

MAN: Police! I can’t seem to get 
any of the marijuana to which I am 
entitled, via an old law. 

SATISFIED POLICE: Everything’s 
coming up cop! 

POT LOBBY CHORUS: “Aha! We 
told you — this isn’t regulation, it’s 
elimination!” 

This is the Sacramento standoff 
over marijuana. It’s been going on 
for years, and hasn't gone away yet. 
But at least there’s an argument hap- 
pening. A year ago, they were refus- 
ing to even have a conversation. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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This Land Is Your Land 
and Your Land and Your Land 





Prop.13 has accomplished the miraculous feat of allowing businesses to stop time. 
Now Tom Ammiano is trying to get it started again. 


The funniest scene in the 
movie Airplane! is the one no one stays 
to see. 

Following the credits, the movie 
abruptly cuts to the hapless taxi 
passenger marooned by a runaway 
driver in the film’s opening moments. 
The meter, still running, has reached 
stratospheric levels. The man glances 
at his wristwatch and barks, “Well, I'll 
give him another 20 minutes — but 
that’s it!” 

That man, in reality, was Howard 
Jarvis — the Republican lobbyist and 
politico who spearheaded California 
Proposition 13 and sparked a nation- 
wide tax revolt. Prop. 13 has been 
the law of the land since 1978, and 
our state’s meter is still running — in 
reverse. Funds for public service and 
education have been slashed; recent 
buyers are subsidizing the property 
taxes of neighbors paying at Carter 
administration levels; and, perhaps 
most disturbingly, residential proper- 
ty owners have shouldered a steadily 
growing portion of the tax burden as 
businesses exploit the law’s gaping 
loopholes with rapacious ingenuity. 

Under Prop. 13, property taxes are 
essentially frozen in place until real 
estate is transferred from one owner 
to another, which leads to a reassess- 
ment. Determining ownership — and 
when it changes — is vital. But deter- 
mining just who the hell owns com- 
mercial properties tied up in limited 
liability corporations or trusts can be 
maddening. 

And that’s just how those corpo- 
rate property-owners want it. 

Enter Tom Ammiano. For six 
years, the San Francisco assembly- 
man has been engaged in the Sisy- 
phean task of attempting to close 
one of Prop. 13’s most exploitable 
corporate loopholes. But, last week, 
an Ammiano Prop. 13 bill passed 
out of committee, with bipartisan 
support — and the blessing of the 
state’s Chamber of Commerce. It 
could be heard by the full Assembly 
this week. This is the legislative 
equivalent of a Washington Generals 
player taking off from the foul line 
and executing a thunderous dunk 
over the Harlem Globetrotters. Peo- 
ple notice stuff like that. It creates a 
momentary buzz. 
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But the outcome of the game is 
not in question. 


Lenny Goldberg is the fellow who 
conceived of Ammiano’s bill and 
brought it to him six years ago. His ha- 
tred of Prop. 13 is palpable; it seeps 
through the telephone wires. At any 
moment, it seems likely the California 
Tax Reform Association director will 
get up, go to anearby window, and bel- 
low, “I'm as mad as hell and I’m not go- 
ing to take this anymore!” 

But that doesn’t happen. That’s 
not the way to have a discussion. 
And, if nothing else, AB 2372 is a dis- 
cussion-starter. After six Sisyphean 
years, that is something. 

Here’s what all the shouting — or, 
rather, discussing — is about: Under 
current state law it is, counterintui- 
tively, possible to sell off 100 percent 
of a property and not induce a reas- 
sessment. Among well-heeled entities 
retaining sharpie lawyers required to 
justify $800 hourly rates, this has not 
gone unnoticed. So, while a reassess- 
ment — and vastly higher tax bills — 
will be undertaken if any single per- 
son or entity ends up controlling 50 
percent of a property or the company 
that owns it, selling to a consortium 
of buyers doesn’t establish a “change 
in control.” 

That’s how, in 2002, E&J Gallo 
managed to avoid a reassessment 
when purchasing 1,765 acres of Napa 
and Sonoma vineyards from Louis 
M. Martini: A dozen Gallos each 





AP/Rich Pedroncelli 


Tenacious Tom Ammiano has 
been pushing some form of AB 
2372 for six years. 


purchased a minority interest in the 
sprawling property. Closer to home, 
that’s how The Perini Corporation 
slowly sold off every last share in 
the massive Golden Gateway Center 
along Embarcadero without trigger- 
ing a reassessment. 

If Ammiano has his way, the defi- 
nition of a “change of ownership” will 
itself be changed: If 90 percent or 
more of a property is sold or trans- 
ferred over a three-year period, re- 
gardless of how much any one entity 
controls, that'll do it. 

“Some people say this happens 
rarely,” says Goldberg of these sorts 
of transactions. But he paws through 
the deeds in Los Angeles and Bay 
Area counties: “It happens all the 
time.” His organization’s literature 
comes equipped with illustrations 
diagramming the complex corporate 
entities formed to evade Prop. 13; 
these resemble nothing so much as 
the charts explaining the interlocking 
alliances that triggered World War I. 

There is, Goldberg acknowledges, 
just one problem with this legislation. 

It won't work. 


Several years ago, San Jose attorney 
Bernie Vogel III penned the intrigu- 
ingly titled article “How to Perma- 
nently Reduce Your Property Taxes.” 
That sounds like the sort of text befit- 
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ting an Internet pop-up ad, but Vogel 
is the real deal. Rejiggering a compa- 
ny’s corporate structure and inducing 
a property reassessment can go both 
ways; Vogel managed to cut a Santa 
Clara property’s assessed value from 
$80 million to $38 million by trigger- 
ing its reassessment during down 
times. While the market has re- 
bounded, that client’s property taxes 
remain low. 

When the gist of Ammiano’s 
proposal was explained to him, Vo- 
gel zeroed in on its weak point in a 
matter of seconds. If the operative 
percentage of a property needing to 
be sold or transferred to mandate a 
change of ownership is 90 percent — 
why not sell or transfer 89 percent? 
If the operative time period is three 
years — why not drag out a deal to 
three years and one day? 

“That’s the thing about these bills,” 
he says. “With proper planning and 
patience, you can work around them.” 

Vogel isn’t saying anything 
Goldberg doesn’t already know. You 
want some more problems with 
Goldberg’s legislation? Goldberg's 
got them. It’s not retroactive, so the 
Gallos and Perini Corporations aren't 
touched. Monitoring the spectac- 
ular new set of circumstances that 
will result in corporate transfers of 
ownership is something he has no 
idea how county assessors would do. 
Property owned by publicly traded 
corporations, whose stock may turn 
over several times in a week, is not 
touched. 

Goldberg refers to the Ammiano 
bill — which he helped craft and 
fervently pushed for six years — as 
“lipstick on a pig.” 

This legislation, then, isn’t im- 
portant in and of itself. What's 
important is what comes next. If the 
Republican politicians and pro-busi- 
ness and real estate groups who, 
at long last, backed this bill figure 
they’ve done their bit, then nothing 
will change. If the discussion moves 
forward — if a discussion even exists 
— then change may yet come. 

Make no mistake, Goldberg is as 
mad as hell. Whether he takes it any- 
more, however, is not up to him. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Money for Pride, cash 
for free. 


EASY MONEY 


Before you call mom and dad for 
help with next month’s rent, read 
this: There’s a new social experi- 
ment happening on Twitter in 
which an anonymous person 
hides $100 bills around San Fran- 
cisco and tweets photos with 
some hints about where they are. 
Once the money has been discov- 
ered, the lucky person is sup- 
posed to tweet to @HiddenCash 
with a photo of the cash and 
share it. The Bold Italic reports 
that the benefactor is simply try- 
ing to give those who can't afford 
pretty much anything in S.F a lit- 
tle boost: “Tve made millions of 
dollars the last few years, more 
than I ever imagined, and yet 
many friends of mine, and people 
who work for me, cannot afford 
to buy a modest home in the Bay 
Area,’ the person wrote via email. 
“I am determined to give away 
some of the money I make, and 
in addition to charity, to do it in 
fun, creative ways like this.” We 
look forward to seeing where this 
money trail leads. 


ONE KIND OF VACANCY 
With high-priced beers, 
glad-handing politicians, and 
blockbuster pop acts now inte- 
gral to San Francisco's Pride Pa- 
rade, it was only a matter of time 
before the venerable institution 
would become yet another trap- 
ping of the tech economy. This 
year might mark the tipping 
point: Airbnb has announced 
that it will sponsor the 2014 pa- 
rade, marking its commitment to 
the “culture and heritage of the 
LGBT community.’ The news 
comes amid strident public de- 
bate about Airbnb’s role in de- 
spoiling San Francisco. In April, 
City Attorney Dennis Herrera 
sued two landlords for illegally 
converting their rental units into 
Airbnb hotels. Supervisor David 
Chiu introduced an ordinance to 
regulate Airbnb and other hospi- 
tality sites, which all violate a city 
law against renting units for less 
than 30 days. At one point, 
Airbnb was accused of eviscerat- 
ing the city’s booming hospitality 
industry. Now it’s exacerbating 
the housing crisis, as well. That’s 
made it a particularly controver- 
sial corporate benefactor for an 
event that many say is straying 
further and further away from its 
political roots. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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Marchell Johnson smiles at 
the memory. But it’s not a pleasant 
smile. And it’s not a pleasant memory. 
“To be honest with you,” she says, “I just 
about thought my brain was going to 
explode.” 

Two days before Christmas, most 
people are doing two-days-before- 
Christmas things — and that was 
certainly the case for most members 
of the resident board of Midtown Park 
Apartments. The squat, six-structure 
campus has that half-dormitory, 
half-penitentiary appearance typical 
of so many concrete, mid-1960s 
residential developments. But the 
139-unit complex’s location is beyond 
ideal: At Geary and Divisadero, resi- 
dents can hop onto major transit lines 
or amble to supermarkets, schools, 
ballfields, a library, a pool — all that 
one of San Francisco’s choicest retail 
and residential corridors has to offer. 
Tech shuttles now glide by at regular 
intervals. But the residents here pay 
rents from an era when punch cards 
were the epitome of tech, when many 
of them settled here and never left. 
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In a unique arrangement, Mid- 
town Park is the only city-owned 
apartment complex in San Francis- 
co. Unlike a public housing project 
administered by the San Francisco 
Housing Authority and receiving 
federal funds to shelter the city’s 
neediest residents, Midtown is, mere- 
ly, a set of city-owned buildings, ear- 
marked for low- to moderate-income 
earners, and not operated on the feds’ 
dime. Opinions are mixed as to how 
this has worked out over the past four 
decades. Some people say it’s been a 
bad way to run things. 

Others say it’s the worst way. 

And so, on Dec. 23, Johnson, 
the president of Midtown’s elect- 
ed board, strolled into a meeting 
with the city officials who own the 
land and buildings where she and 
several hundred other tenants re- 
side. Roughly 20 minutes into the 
proceedings, she recalls, Olson Lee, 
the director of the Mayor's Office of 
Housing, let it drop that he was uni- 
laterally terminating the 45-year-old 
lease with Johnson's board — the 






entity that collected rent and, os- 
tensibly, ran the place since 1968. 
Tenants will henceforth be subjected 
to income verification and made to 
pay rent at the level the city deems 
they should be paying. Those refus- 
ing to participate in the process will 
be stuck with “market rate”: $3,000 a 
month for a two-bedroom flat. 

And that pretty much broke up the 
meeting. “When you're done, you're 
done,’ says Johnson with a sigh. 

But the Midtown saga is far from 
done. The residents, naturally, law- 
yered up. And, last month, attorneys 
representing 78 of them posited an 
intriguing argument before an admin- 
istrative law judge: The city’s gambit 
to “significantly raise rents” for ten- 
ants capable of paying them actually 
froze rents in place. Severing that 
lease, the attorneys claim, triggered 
rent control protection. 

It’s a Catch-22, a paradox of the 
sort associated with smoldering vil- 
lages destroyed in order to be saved. 
Steps to augment rent may lead to 
decreased rent. 
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COMPLEX 


After 45 years of dysfunction and neglect, 
the only way to save Midtown Park 
Apartments may be to destroy it. 


BY JOE ESKENAZI 


The city’s move to save its devel- 
opment plan for Midtown may, in the 
end, destroy it. 


Midtown Park is a quiet place. On 
any given day, residents escort their tiny 
dogs through its verdant, manicured 
atrium. A security guard with a soul 
patch and a smile seems to be around 
every corner. This isn’t a dodgy, 
menacing housing project shunted to 
the city’s mental and physical periphery 
but a centrally located low- to moderate- 
income community within an 
increasingly opulent San Francisco 
enclave. 

This spot has been the source of 
simmering resentments for years. 
That has now escalated into an open 
conflagration. 

Midtown’s residents are largely mi- 
norities, many of whom are black. A 
number of them have lived here since 
the 1960s and "70s; these people en- 
dured the “urban renewal” that trans- 
formed the Fillmore from a thriving 
black community into an ersatz 
museum celebrating the culture of the 
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people jettisoned from the neighbor- 
hood. For them, the city’s steadfast 
assurances that no Midtown residents 
will be displaced and no one’s rents 
will skyrocket inspire an ominous 
sense of déja vu. 

Much is at stake for the city, too. 

If Midtown’s residents prevail in their 
rent-control petition, carefully laid 
plans to demolish portions of the 
archaic housing complex and create 
an ethereal new affordable housing 
development could be compromised. 
Rather than take advantage of mil- 
lions of dollars in state low-income 
tax credit funding to develop the site, 
the city could instead be forced to fun- 
nel millions of dollars of its own into 
the deteriorating edifice, on the heels 
of the $4 million it claims to have al- 
ready poured into “emergency repairs” 
in the last five years. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, the city’s 
nonprofit builders and activists cham- 
pioned Proposition C, a successful bal- 
lot measure pledging to set aside $1.5 
billion over two decades and pitched 
to voters asa means to build >» p12 
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The Complex from p10 


affordable housing for the vast, ne- 
glected majority of middle-income 
San Franciscans: the people neither 
hopping Google’s buses nor fare-hop- 
ping Muni’s. 

But that hasn’t happened. 

Instead, that money is now ear- 
marked for resurrecting derelict San 
Francisco Housing Authority projects 
occupied by some of the city’s poorest 
residents (these projects will, in the 
not-too-distant future, be divvied 
among private nonprofit developers 
to rebuild and manage). Mayor Ed 
Lee claims that a glut of new, afford- 
able housing for the city’s desperate 
middle class is on the horizon — but 
his tally is padded with thousands of 
units of this extant public housing, 
which is already occupied by low-in- 
come San Franciscans. 

The costly rehabilitation of low-in- 
come residents’ homes will come, in 
part, via the Prop. C dollars approved 
by voters to build new housing for the 
middle class — and pushed by the 
nonprofit builders and activists who 
were also assured that was the deal. 

Midtown, again, is not a public 
housing project. But the city-owned 
property, too, may end up an unan- 
ticipated vacuum for funds intended 
to build new, middle-class housing. 

A measure sold to voters with the 
tagline “San Francisco Needs Homes!” 
stands to benefit San Franciscans who 
already have homes. 

This was the political landscape 
Midtown’s residents broached 
when they filed the city’s larg- 
est-ever rent-control petition in 
February. And on this battlefield, 
allies would be hard to come by. 
City-funded nonprofits react with 
pitchfork-wielding zeal to the alleged 
misdeeds of private landlords. 

They are, however, conspicuously 
silent when the landlord is their 
city benefactor. 


If Dec. 23 marked a divorce be- 
tween the city and Midtown, the 45- 
year marriage was troubled and 
unsought. It started, appropriately 
enough, with a shotgun wedding. 

Nearly 2,000 units of federally 
funded cooperative apartments were 
constructed in Bayview and the West- 
ern Addition in the 1960s alone. Mid- 
town was intended to be a limited-eq- 
uity co-op — a collectively owned 
moderate-income community — like 
nine others dotting the city. 

Then its developer went belly-up. 
The city, in 1968, stepped in. It 
found itself — rather than the feder- 
al Department of Housing and Urban 

Development — in the property 
management business. So, a misbe- 
gotten development was dropped 
into the lap of city officials without 
the time, manpower, expertise, or, 
frankly, inclination to oversee it. 
And, on top of this, the transfer of 
ownership from the city to the resi- 
dents — which makes a co-op a co-op 
— was never consummated. 
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Instead, the residents methodically 
paid off the city’s mortgage for land 
and buildings they did not own and 
in which they held no equity. They 
remain renters, not owners. 

A troublesome relationship fes- 
tered for decades. An untrained, vol- 
unteer board of low-income residents 
with no experience in real estate 
or property management — anda 
built-in incentive to pull for keeping 
their rents as low as possible — was 
entrusted with long-term property 
management duties normally handled 
by city-funded housing nonprofits 
with paid, professional staffs. The city 
owned the land and structures, but 
accountability for managing the place 
was deferred to amateur volunteers 
and a succession of property man- 
agement companies. For many years, 
even describing the city’s oversight as 
“hands-off” would have been gener- 
ous. As such, the system couldn't have 
been better executed to obscure ac- 
countability and ensure the complex’s 
long-term needs went unaddressed. 

“It was a day-to-day, month-to- 
month management process,” says 
San Francisco Community Land Trust 
director Tracy Parent, who worked, 
abortively, to establish a co-op at 
Midtown. This was the case “for years. 
Without a plan for the future.” 

When the future arrived, it was 
expensive. 
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For generations, the city’s de facto 
position on Midtown had been, in 
the words of one longtime housing 
activist, “everyone cross their fingers, 
close their eyes, and walk away. It has 
not been the proudest civic moment 
in San Francisco.” But shortly after 
residents paid off the city’s mortgage 
in 2006, officials from the Depart- 
ment of Building Inspection cruised 
through the premises. Their subse- 
quent citations, charging a litany of 
violations, were delivered to the com- 
plex’s landlord — the city. 

Accusations of negligence and 
incompetence leveled at Midtown’s 
volunteer board by city officials en- 
sued; these only intensified as the 
city disgorged the aforementioned $4 
million between 2009 and the present 
on faltering boilers, leaky roofs, mold 
removal, and crumbling staircases. 

(These expenditures, directed 
toward Midtown over the course of 
five years, incidentally, represent the 
amount the city spends on homeless 
services in just over a week). 

The Mayor’s Office of Housing now 
estimates Midtown requires an ad- 
ditional $38 million in long-deferred 
maintenance. 

Numerous calls and messages 


Midtown Park Apartments 
have been city-owned since 1968. 
It hasn't gone well. 
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Natacha Yarbrough 
Midtown residents, including 
resident board president Marchell 
Johnson (at the podium) make their 
case on City Hall's steps. 


directed to the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing either went unreturned, 
or were shunted to personnel who, 
subsequently, did not return calls and 
messages by press time. A source from 
within that office, however, accuses 
the city of “justifying 35 years of ne- 
glect,” asking, “Why was no one at the 
Mayor's Office of Housing watching a 
$40 million asset?” 

They're watching now. In a letter 
penned following the termination 
of the city’s lease with the complex’s 
resident board, Midtown dwellers were 
told “The City cannot spend money on 
emergency repairs to residents when 
the residents are not paying their fair 
share. ... Residents will receive rent 
increases based upon ability to pay. In 
no case will low income residents be 
asked to pay more than the standard 
affordable rent. Raising rents will bring 
in more income that will be used to pay 
bills and make some changes that will 
benefit residents. Raising rents is crit- 
ical to the future major rehabilitation 
and new construction projects.” 

Midtown tenants’ district super- 
visor, London Breed, has repeatedly 
called for “no displacement” of the 
complex’s residents. This was also 
the crux of a 2007 board resolution 
stating no Midtown tenant should be 
evicted — even if “his or her income is 
too high or too low.” 

Numerous city observers have 
told SF Weekly, however, that this is 
a fanciful notion. Following an initial 
screening, Midtown dwellers’ incomes 
are not monitored. A state low-in- 
come tax credit that the city hopes to 
use to enable the site’s development, 
however, is bound by strict rules 
regarding residents’ income levels. 
So, well-off Midtown residents aren’t 
breaking any rules — but they are an 
impediment to the city’s grand plans 
to stanch the bleeding on a mon- 
ey-losing property and develop it via 
an influx of outside funds. 
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The commitment to “no dis- 
placement” has not been offered in 
writing. 

Instead, internal emails among 
staffers at the Mayor's Office of Hous- 
ing gripe about intransigent Midtown 
residents having it too good. Tenants 
are accused of subletting rooms or 
whole apartments, and even using 
Midtown units as pied-a-terres. 

A former longtime property man- 
ager at the site tells SF Weekly he 
believes perhaps 10 percent of the 
complex’s residents were gaming the 
system in this way. “The parking lot,” 
he marvels. “It looks like a car show!” 





A quick jaunt around Midtown’s 
parking lot does indeed turn up its 
share of Cadillacs. Some of the vehi- 
cles even sport Mitt Romney bumper 
stickers. 


The city’s contention that Midtown 
residents are locked into artificially low 
rents and ought to be “paying their fair 
share,’ undergoing income verification, 
and being made to contribute an 
appropriate sum to fund long- 
neglected rehabilitation and new 
construction on their own homes is 
difficult to argue against. 

And yet, the city argues against it 
every day — with rent control. 

Midtown dwellers’ rents are low 
— paying well less than $1,000 for 
a three-bedroom setup is par for the 
course. Unlike residents at a public 
housing project, however, Midtown 
tenants’ rents aren't calculated as a 
percentage of their verified incomes 
(as the city hopes to impose in the 
future). Rather, rates were established 
when denizens moved in, and raised 
incrementally in the years since — 
not unlike just about every other 
renter’s experience in San Francisco. 
Per the contract nixed on Dec. 23, 
Midtown’s rental rates were set by the 
Board of Supervisors. 

Well, that’s unique. But in Midtown 
— as is, again, the case with regards to 
the city’s scores of thousands of pri- 
vately owned rental units — residents 


living within the same four walls since 
the Nixon administration pay comi- 
cally low rents inspiring bafflement 
and envy among younger city dwellers. 
This is a situation that can lead to its 
fair share of iniquities: A real estate 
broker tells SF Weekly that, at one of 
his recent listings, no fewer than a 
dozen would-be buyers told him they 
were seeking to purchase an invest- 
ment property while remaining within 
their rent-controlled apartments. 

That'd be galling for any landlord. 
And, in fact, city officials claim Mid- 
town residents have pulled this stunt, 
too. So, the city’s move to demand 
income verification and extract a “fair 
share” from tenants was applauded 
by landlords and pro-landlord advoca- 
cy groups — who wish they could do 
the same. 

“The city wants to do what makes 
sense for the city on its property, but 
not on other people’s property,’ says 
landlord attorney Paul Utrecht with 
a laugh. “The city’s desires here — on 
their face, they seem to be justified. 

If you have a dilapidated building and 
you have tenants who can afford to 
pay more rent, it makes perfect sense. 
It’s not inconsistent with the goal of 
keeping housing affordable. It’s not 
inconsistent with the goal of helping 
poor people. 

“What they’re doing is very good 
public policy.” But, here’s the rub: It’s 
“inconsistent with rent control.” 
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choices 


According to a different set of law- 
yers — the Midtown tenants’ lawyers 
— what the city is doing enables rent 
control. And that makes destroying 
villages, or saving them, or destroying 
them to save them, that much more 
complicated. 

In a city where more than 60 
percent of residents rent rather than 
own, it’s hard to overstate the political 
taboo against even mild criticism of 
the Rent Control Ordinance. Leland 
Yee was known to critique rent con- 
trol, former colleagues say — behind 
closed doors. The feds may have 
nabbed Yee on a wire conjuring up an 
arms deal with foreign jihadis. But 
they didn’t catch him badmouthing 
rent control. 

Rent control, in this city, applies 
only to structures erected prior to 
1979. If the landlord of your brand 
new Mission Bay high-rise wishes to 
triple the rent at the conclusion of 
your lease to accommodate the tech 
bus hordes, she need only provide you 
with a 60-day notice. If you reside, 
however, in a pre-’79 structure, your 
rent can only be increased every year 
by 60 percent of the Consumer Price 
Index — a matter of, perhaps, several 
dozen dollars a month. 

Regardless of one’s inclinations, 
rent control is the only thing pre- 
venting many thousands of San 
Franciscans from being economically 
banished. Without it, San Francisco’s 


2? 


population would turn over with a 
regularity fitting the boomtown this 
is. In a city of renters, this is a deeply 
mortifying prospect. Even temperate 
discussions addressing mere potential 
rent control tweaks are quashed out 
of fears they'll initiate a descent down 
the slippery slope to its weakening or 
out-and-out abolition. As such, only 
a fundamentalist adherence to the 
present iteration of rent control is 
acceptable in this city. 

But not for this city. When the 
government finds itself in the role of 
landlord, it sees things differently. 


The complaints leveled by the city 
against Midtown residents — 
insufficient rental money to properly 
maintain the site; longtime residents 
being locked into startlingly low rates; 
aging empty-nesters dwelling in 
underpriced, cavernous units — mirror 
the lamentations made by private 
landlords across San Francisco. Midtown 
residents’ rents were set artificially low 
at the onset and have stayed low. But 
most any renter who's lived in San 
Francisco for even a few years is paying a 
pittance compared to the lessee who 
signs her papers tomorrow. Arguments 
that Midtown’s residents are milking the 
city ring hollow to the city’s landlords — 
who would argue the city has been 
milking them as a matter of civic policy. 
Midtown’s residents were, inargu- 
ably, unprotected by the Rent >> p14 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT MUSIC | MAY 28-JUNE3, 2014 | 13 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


JUNE1,2014 : 


" ’ . 
MUSCLEMILK BABSON ames ine 
a 


MAY 28-JUNE 3, 2014 LETTERS NEWS 


PERFORMANCES BY 

MEKLIT 
TUMBLEDOWN HOUSE 
WE BECAME OWLS 


AND MORE! 


Made Possible with Support From 


SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA CO. 


£ 


FROM ALCATRAZ” TRIATHLON 





escapefromalcatraztriathion.com 
€ facebook.com/EscapeAlcatraztri 
@EscapeAlcatraz 

triathtete The Exanvinet 


. “ vi ¢ 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 











|| NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPROVE 








3 FUNDING FOR AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING | 

|| DEVELOPMENT AT THIS LOCATION =| 
2 The Mayor will consider approval of ia 
eee a 
For further Information or to submit a 
Samer prance contact as, 

a in the are 
Mayor's Office of Housing by | Toes 

mail: 1 South Van Ness Avenue, Sth floor, me 
San Francisco, CA 94103 1 tc 
Mike Koozmin 


The Complex from p13 


Control Ordinance for decades. There 
are specific exemptions for structures 
with rents “controlled or regulated by 
any government unit” — and when 
your rent is set by the city’s Board of 
Supervisors, you can’t get much more 
official than that. 

This provision abruptly ceased, 
however, when the city terminated 
Midtown’s lease. Its tenants’ attor- 
neys — Jaime Rush of the Aids Legal 
Referral Panel and Josh Arce and Ed- 
die Ahn of the nonprofit Brightline 
Defense Project — claim government 
control was terminated, too. This, 
they posit, triggered rent control. 

This, they claim, is what it looks 
like when the city catches itself in a 
Catch-22. 

Counsel from the City Attorney’s 
Office beg to differ. And yet, a source 
within the city tells SF Weekly that, 
for years, the specter of inadvertent- 
ly bestowing rent control upon Mid- 
town residents stayed the hand of 
the Mayor's Office of Housing every 
time the suggestion was floated to 
sever the lease: “The reason that con- 
tract was not canceled was precisely 
because of that.” 

In an April 1 Rent Board hearing 
before Administrative Law Judge 
Peter Kearns, Deputy City Attorney 
Evan Gross argued that, if you read 
the figurative fine print, the Midtown 
tenants’ claims will crumble. 

But don’t read the literal fine print. 

Gross noted that, following the 
city’s termination of the lease with 
Midtown’s volunteer board — but 
days before residents took legal 
action — a second lease was final- 
ized with nonprofit developer 
Mercy Housing to administer 
the property. This, the city says, 
squelches residents’ claims. 


The winds of change are blowing at 
Midtown. 


And yet, within that lease agree- 
ment is the following provision: “the 
Agreement will be null and void un- 
less the Mayor and Board of Supervi- 
sors approve this Agreement.” 

This did not happen. This has still 
not happened. 

So, in summation: The city’s at- 
tempt to raise rents could lower rents 
unless it’s agreed an agreement whose 
provisions render it null and void is 
not null and void. 

But, per Gross, this text within a 
city contract rendering it “null and 
void’ is, itself, null and void. It’s just 
“boilerplate” — the prewritten ver- 
biage cut-and-pasted into contracts as 
needed, or, in this case, as-not-need- 
ed-nor-wanted. 

Month-to-month contracts, says 
Gross, do not require board or mayor- 
al approval — even though this one 
contains language specifically stating 
it does. “It’s not applicable, just like a 
lot of other boilerplate provisions are 
not applicable in city leases,” he told 
the judge. “The validity of the Mercy 
lease is irrelevant, even under the 
scenario the Mercy lease is not valid. 
Which it is.” 

Huh. 

The legalistic notion that so-called 
“boilerplate” provisions within a 
contract are, somehow, less binding 
than non-boilerplate provisions is an 
intriguing one. SF Weekly relayed the 
City Attorney’s argument to, perhaps, 
a dozen figures throughout San Fran- 
cisco — lawyers, housing experts, 
technocrats. 

The reaction was unanimous: ma- 
niacal laughter. 


Over on the side of the nonprofit 
developers and affordable housing 
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activists, however, there’s more of a 
noticeable silence. 

Virtually any group Midtown and 
its advocates would think to turn to 
for support is part of the “City Fam- 
ily” — the diverse range of politicos 
in this one-party town who can be 
expected to demonstrate remarkable 
political cohesiveness. Nonprofit 
development and affordable housing 
activism involve a family within that 
family. And no one wants to irritate 
their relatives. 

“If you don’t play by the family 
rules,” explains a veteran city em- 
ployee focusing on affordable hous- 
ing development, “then you're out of 
the family. 

“They have their debates within 
the family,” he continues. “But when 
one of the family members is picked 
to do this development, everyone 
else lays off. Eventually, it'll be your 
turn at the trough.” 

Mercy Housing is the nonprofit 
developer tapped by the Mayor’s Of- 
fice of Housing to develop Midtown 
into “an oasis for this intergenera- 
tional community,” per the plan’s ar- 
chitectural firm. Mercy is a respected 
outfit — but, in a sign of this city’s 
insularity, Mercy’s executive director, 
Doug Shoemaker, was Olson Lee’s 
immediate predecessor as director of 
the Mayor's Office of Housing. 

This level of clubbiness typifies 
the city’s affordable housing estab- 


lishment. Mercy is, perhaps, the key 
member of the San Francisco Council 
of Community Housing Organiza- 
tions (CCHO, pronounced, incon- 
gruously, “choo-choo”), the umbrella 
organization for most of this city’s 
nonprofit developers and affordable 
housing activists. This group anoints 
itself “the voice of San Francisco’s af- 
fordable housing movement;” many 
of its activist members are regularly 
observed shouting into bullhorns on 
City Hall’s steps and bemoaning evic- 
tions and displacement. 

But anyone bemoaning the fate 
of Midtown’s tenants is running 
headlong into an affordable brick 


Natacha Yarbrough was surprised 
to find information online indicating 
her home will be “removed.” 





wall. Because anyone lining up with 
Midtown is crossing not only his or 
her city benefactor but some of the 
loudest voices within “the voice of 
San Francisco's affordable housing 
movement.” 

As such, CCHO and its members 
have every reason to remain above 
the fray. A written statement regard- 
ing Midtown it released earlier this 
year attempted to placate all sides. 
The four-paragraph missive called 
for “no displacement” and a “binding 
commitment” to affordable rents — 
but also acknowledged that low rents 
put Midtown in its current bind. This 
would, it said, explain Midtown’s 
“long-overdue repairs of elevators.” 

But that left Midtown residents 
even more bewildered — because 
Midtown Park has no elevators. “I 
have been here 44 years, and we have 
talked about elevators,” says tenant 
Mary Watkins. “But we ain’t never 
had none here.” 


Repairing nonexistent elevators 
ought to bea simple procedure. 
Deciding how many of the buildings 
they aren't in to knock down is not. 
Earlier this year, Natacha Yar- 
brough, a 34-year Midtown resident 
and current S.F. State MBA candidate, 
logged onto the Planning Department 
website. And while the publicly dis- 
seminated plan for Midtown is to raze 
and replace two buildings and reno- 


vate the remaining four, the “Project 
Description” listed on the site stated 
all six buildings are to be “removed.” 

The Planning Department in 
January informed Midtown tenants 
this was the result of a clerical error. 
February emails exchanged between 
the city, Mercy, and a development 
consultant, however, bandied about 
the possibility of demolishing three or 
even four buildings. 

Plans for Midtown, it seems, re- 
main undetermined. Residents are 
currently undergoing income verifica- 
tions; their future rents — and, they 
worry, their futures, period — also 
remain undetermined. And if the 
tenants win their petition — freezing 
rent in place — that will be all the 
more so. 

The residents, however, lost their 
first battle. In his April 22 ruling, 
Kearns found that Midtown is not 
covered by the Rent Control Ordi- 
nance. Per the judge, the lease with 
Mercy fulfills the requirement of units 
“being controlled or regulated by a 
government agency’ — but then he 
claimed he didn’t have jurisdiction to 
determine the validity of this lease in 
the first place. 

The tenants this month appealed 
Kearns’ ruling: “It is paradoxical to 
conclude on the one hand that he 
cannot make a decision on the valid- 
ity of the lease, while on the other 
hand concluding that a provision of 


that very lease renders Petitioners’ 
tenancies exempt from the Rent Ordi- 
nance,’ reads their brief. 

Winning this argument likely grew 
more difficult on May 5, however, 
when the city amended the Mercy 
lease to correct its “clerical error.” 

The “Lease inadvertently included 
boilerplate City language that is not 
applicable to the Lease,” reads the 
amendment. “The parties now amend 
the Lease to remove the language.” 

The claim the city “inadvertent- 
ly” included language rendering its 
contract “null and void” was never 
made by the city’s attorneys during 
the April 1 Rent Board hearing. 

But they’re making it now. In legal 
terms, the offending provision is 
now a mere ‘Sscrivener’s error,” notes 
Utrecht. If including it was truly a 
mistake, he continues, its removal 
will likely be permitted. 

And, with it, Midtown tenants’ 
hopes may well be null and void. 

A ruling in their favor, Utrecht 
continues, will now require “some 
judge to call some official with the 
city and with Mercy a liar. And judges 
don't like doing that.” He pauses, 
then laughs. “Judges look for ways to 
decide cases without calling someone 
a liar. 

“And that’s extra true when one of 
the parties is the city.” 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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THU 5/29 


Film Festival 


MORE THAN 
SLAPSTICK 


We know you re on guard against 
hammy, dated slapstick. But this isn’t 
that. Well, it is a little. But it’s not only 
that. Or, it’s that, but better than you 
think. We’re pretty sure even a 
glimpse of the elegant little gag 
staged by Buster Keaton at the crest 
of Pacific Heights early on in 1924’s 
The Navigator will completely disarm 
you. And of course there’s much more 
to the 19th San Francisco Silent 
Film Festival than the brilliance of 
Buster Keaton. For instance, there’s 
the brilliance of other cinema icons 
too. You may be delighted to discover 
that Danish master Carl Theodor 
Dreyer, usually remembered for his 
influential austerity and metaphysi- 
cal heft, also made an exalted comic 
melodrama, The Parson’s Widow, in 
1920. You may be surprised by the 
nuanced social sensitivity of films like 
Song of the Fishermen, a 1934 silent 
drama from China, and Under the 
Lantern, from Germany in 1928. With 
live musical accompaniment for every 
movie in the bunch, this year’s SFSFF 
offerings range from the altogether 
down-to-earth (or even lower, in the 
case of the London-subway-set Un- 
derground) to the absolutely out- 
there, like Cosmic Voyage, a futuristic 
Soviet space adventure made in 1936 
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Strong Silent Type Ff Y 


lent Film Fest, 





but set 10 years later. The latter, a 
great find, gets a special introduction 
from local filmmaker Craig Baldwin 
of Other Cinema. If he can be into it, 
we know you can too. 

The 19th San Francisco Silent 
Film Festival runs through June 1 
at the Castro Theatre in S.F. Tick- 
ets cost $14 and up; call 777-4908 
or visit silentfilm.org. Jonathan 
Kiefer 


Musical 


LADY DINOS 
NEEDLOVE, TOO 


When Tim and Lex Murphy are stuck 
in a kitchen with two terrifying velo- 
ciraptors in Jurassic Park, there must 
have been a few people who sided 
with the dinosaurs. Those big, scaly 
faces were kind of cute! And maybe 
they weren't so evil — maybe they 
were just hungry. Besides, Tim and 
Lex were whiny, annoying, and proba- 
bly delicious. So what if we heard the 
dinosaurs’ side of the story? That's 
what audiences can expect in Trias~ 
sic Parg, a musical that follows the 
lives of lady dinosaurs living in a 
theme park overtly reminiscent of a 
certain Crichton/Spielberg creation. 
Shit hits the fan when one of the di- 
nos strangely transforms from female 
to male, forcing the entire pack to 
wrap their little reptile brains around 
the idea of religion, sexuality, and 
love. It’s a little out there. But for 
some reason, nothing sounds cuter 


than adults dressed as dinosaurs 
singing show tunes and banging out 
sassy choreography. 

Ray of Light Theater presents 
Triassic Parg at 8 p.m. and continues 
through June 28 at the Eureka The- 
ater, 215 Jackson St., S.E Tickets are 
$25-$36; visit rayoflighttheater.com. 
Laura Jaye Cramer 


FRI 5/30 


Dance 


ALTEREGO 


We have all fantasized about being 
someone else, perhaps a shinier, 
braver version of the face that meets 
the faces that we meet. Performers 
take on personas as a profession — 
they get praised when they seem to 
live in a role, they learn to devise 
means of turning affects into reflex, 
and they pursue authenticity at all 
costs through method. BodiGram, di- 
rected by choreographers Blair Bodie 
and Julia Graham, looks at performers 
under the lens of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
in Hysteria, a satirical look at disso- 
ciative identity disorder, a rare mental 
condition in which the development of 
alter egos becomes an illness. Bodi- 
Gram examines the desire to dissoci- 
ate in the face of the absurd and 
overwhelming conditions of human 
existence and attempts to show how 
sanity and disorder can rub against 
each other as a matter of survival and 
habit in our times. 
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BodiGram presents Hysteria at 8 
p.m. and continues through June 1 
at Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th 
St., S.E Tickets are $20; visit bodi- 
gram.com. Irene Hsiao 


SAT 5/31 


Art Opening 


ZEST FOR LIFE 


The idea for the newest art show at SO- 
MA’s Alter Space came during a walk 
through the neighborhood. “I came 
across the signage ‘Everyday Deals!” 
says founder and head curator Kevin 
Krueger. “This strange idea morphed 
into Everyday Zeal; action and objects 
in a way that are supercharged, infused 
with some zest. I feel that there is a 
general spirit and aura to the space 
when all the works are combined.” This 
idea of ordinary items given uncom- 
mon attention is the premise of “Ev- 
eryday Zeal,” a group show featuring 
works such as bizarre paintings and ce- 
ramic sculpture from Austin-based 
Andy Coolquitt, Christopher Davison 
from Philadelphia, and local artists Mie 
Heorlyk Mogensen, Renee Rhodes, and 
Dean Schneider. Look to the website 
for dates of live performance art from 
Rhodes — who has a background in 
dance and technology — and Mo- 
gensen, who focuses on how humor 
can be translated to art. 

Alter Space presents “Every- 
day Zeal” at 7 p.m. and continues 
through July 12 at 1158 Howard St., 
S.F. Free; visit alterspace.com. LJC 


TUE 6/3 


Storytelling 


SO CLOSE 


Near-death experiences, or NDEs, 
are all the rage these days. With the 
medical field making new strides in 
cardiac resuscitation, the number 
of NDEs reported is on the rise. 
NDEs are described by doctors as 
hallucinations; the more spiritual 
folks who’ve experienced an NDE 
sometimes believe it has connections 
to the afterlife. People describe 
bright lights shining at the ends 

of tunnels, feelings of warmth, 

and a sense of detachment from 
one’s body. Whether or not these 
experiences hint at something 
spiritual is scientifically unproven, 
but the stories of NDE veterans 
sure are interesting. Barbara 
Bartolome will be telling her NDE 
story at Near-Death Experience 
Story Night, the monthly meetup 
she organizes of NDE experiencers 
and hobbyists; apparently, coming 
within a close proximity to one’s 
own earthly demise can havea 
profound effect on the psyche and 
worldview. 

Near-Death Experience Story 
Night starts at 7:30 p.m. at Golden 
Gate Spiritualist Church, 1901 
Franklin St., S.F. The event is 
free and is not associated with 
any particular religious or political 
views; visit lands-sf.org. Emilie 
Mutert 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


HARDWORKING FAMILI 
ACCESSING CREDIT 

















Jo) c=F-Tol late Mlaat-ve] 
=~ underground 


—_ 





SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS& CULTURE EAT MUSIC | MAY 28-JUNE3,2014 | 17 


« * DENTAL 
CLEANING 


















¢ X-RAYS 


TEETH CLEANING 
4 BITE WING X-RAYS 
COMPLETE EXAM 
FREE TOOTHBRUSH 


*WITH THIS COUPON, NEW PATIENTS ONLY, 
REGULAR PRICE: $225, EXP 6/30/2014 


CLAUDE SIDI, DMD 


450 Sutter * Suite 1819 * 982-4242 * CLAUDESIDI.COM 
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A FRIGHTENING EX PERIMENT IN ARTS 
AND LETTERS. 


A BATTLE OF WILLS AND TALENTS. 


A TERRIFYING MUTANT BORK OF 
JOURNALISM AND ILLUSTRATION. 


ON JUNE 11, SF WEEKLY DONS 
ANEW MASK. 





111 MINNA GALLERY, 
ZAPPA ROOM 
FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 6PM-9PM 


BENE FITTING: 
CARTOON ART MUSEUM 





Tae RT LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Beyond Structure: Freeform group 
show presenting work in multiple disciplines by 
Jonny Alexander, Lisa Banks, Chico Coelho, Nathan 
Cox, Silvie Deutsch, Debi Ling, Gabriel Martinez, Chi- 
yomi McKibbin, Joon Park, Martin Segobia, and many 
more. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through May 30. 
111 Minna, S.F., 974-1719, www.11Iminnagallery.com. 

4x5 Gallery. Home: Juried group show of photographs 
illustrating what the concept of “home” means to 
each artist. Daily. 442 Haight, S.F., www.4x5gall- 
erysf.com. 

Adobe Books. Despite What You've Been Told: Christian 
“Dicky” Davies curated this 10-artist group show 
that strives to never settle for being merely okay. 
Through June 14. 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Gugger Petter: Reversal of 
Interest: The Danish artist uses woven newspaper 
to create textured representational portraits. 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through May 30. 545 
Ath St., S.F., 495-2090, www.asgallery.com. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Yuh-Shioh Wong: Calling 
Across the Watermelon Field For You: Acrylic paint- 
ings aglow by bright, light colors. Tuesdays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 20. 1969 California, S.F., 
351-1400, www.anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Dianne Hoffman & Leslie 
Morgan: Circus Freaks & Sideshows: Mixed-media 
collages and assemblages for the carny within us 
all. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. Like a Tom Waits Song: Andrea 
Schwartz juried this group show featuring more 
than 30 artists inspired by the music of the iconic 
troubadour. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 1246 Folsom, S.F., 
298-7969, www.arc-sf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Dark Matters: Group Show 
featuring Robert Bowen, Dave Correia, and Caitlin 
Hackett. Starting May 30. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 28. 210 Golden Gate Ave- 
nue, S.F., 926-8573, www.bashcontemporary.com. 

Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview's 
Historical Footprints: Redux!: Historical photog- 
raphy exhibit and stories by Bayview/Hunters 
Point elders. Daily. 5075 Third St., S.F., 355-5757, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Berkeley Art Center. Known Associates: Selections 
from the 2014 East Bay Open Studios: Group show 
curated by the Berkeley Art Center's Aimee Le Duc. 
Starting May 31. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 15. 1275 Walnut, Berkeley, 510-644- 
6893, www.berkeleyartcenter.org. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Peter Alexander: The Color of 
Light: Cast resin sculptures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 3. Andrew Belschner: Water 
+ Color: Multilayered watercolor abstractions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 3. 248 
Utah, S.F., 788-1050, www.briangrossfineart.com. 

David Brower Center. Reimagining Progress: Pro- 
duction, Consumption, and Alternative Economies: 
Multidisciplinary juried exhibition that features 18 
regional artists questioning the way we consume 
natural resources. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Sept. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, www.browercenter.org. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. Many 
Places at Once: CCA Graduate Program in Curatorial 
Practice thesis exhibit featuring works by Martin 
Soto Climent, Rana Hamadeh, Li Ran, Cinthia 
Marcelle, William Powhida, lan Wallace, and Real 
Time and Space. Through July 12. 360 Kansas, S.F., 
355-9670, www.wattis.org. 

Center for New Music. Brenda Hutchinson: Giant Music 


Boxes & The Long Tube: Window gallery installation 
featuring the local musician's homemade experi- 
mental instruments. Through June 30. 55 Taylor, 
S.F., 275-2466, www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. Lydia Panas: Falling from 
Grace...: Large-scale photo series combining 
people with food to create 13 symbolic psycho- 
logical portraits. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 31. 49 Geary, S.F., 680-5997, www. 
cordenpottsgallery.com. 

Crown Point Press. Nature Study: A Group Exhibition: 
Works by Darren Almond, Anne Appleby, Chris- 
topher Brown, Susan Middleton, and Chris Ofili. 
Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 20 
Hawthorne, S.F., 974-6273, www.crownpoint.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Claire Colette: Small Moves 
in Strange Rooms: Geometric graphite drawings on 
paper create spaces within the shapes. Starting 
May 31. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
July 12. 1295 Alabama, S.F., 867-7770, www.elea- 
norharwood.com. 

Et al.. Cybele Lyle: The Moon Is Slowly Rising: Start- 
ing May 30. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 4. 620 Kearny, S.F., 269-4873, www. 
etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Adam Parker Smith: Seriously: 
Sculptures, photographs, and multi-media works 
with a taste for the playfully absurd. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 7. 441 
O'Farrell, S.F., 796-3676, www.evergoldgallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Nychos: Street Anatomy: The 
Austrian street muralist brings his wild anatomical 
explosions inside for a solo show in the Lower 
Haight. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, S.F., 
252-9144, www.fifty24sf.com. 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco. 
Sacred Himalayan Beauty: Landscape photographs 
and traditional Tibetan art by Richard Christiani, 


THU 5/29 


Poetry 


SCHOOLIS KILLER 


Greg Hale, and Rosalyn White. Through June 28. 1187 
Franklin, S.F., 292-4892, www.uusf.org. 

Fouladi Projects. Rudi Molacek: Malen Wir: New oil 
paintings by the Berlin-based artist. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through July 5. 1803 Market, S.F., 
621-2535, www.fouladiprojects.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Hiroshi Sugimoto: Acts of God: 
The first Stateside exhibition of the artist's The 
Last Supper: Acts of God, a five-panel photograph 
that was recently damaged by Hurricane Sandy, 
plus other works. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. 
Continues through July 3. Free. 49 Geary, S.F., 
981-2661, www.fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Grabner Killam 2014: Collaborative in- 
stallation by Michelle Grabner and Brad Killam. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 30. 
501 Third St., S.F., 626-7495, www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Clare Rojas: Caerulea: New 
abstract paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Contin- 
ues through May 31. Ala Ebtekar: Parallax: Two 
new works: a large celestial painting and a mixed 
media lightbox. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 31. 14 Geary, S.F., 433-2710, www. 
gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Leonora Carrington: The Celtic 
Surrealist: One of the few female Surrealists, Car- 
rington's visionary late-period paintings, gouaches, 
and tapestries are put into the context of her 
Irish ancestry in this show on loan from Dublin's 
Irish Museum of Modern Art. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 31. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, 
www.gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. Daft Punk Deux: Group show inspired 
by the French robodisco duo. Starting May 31. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 21. 1040 
Larkin, S.F., 590-2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Judith Belzer: Paths of Desire: 
Oil paintings envision aerial landscapes that >> 





Joe Carrow 


DIY zine machine The Gorilla Press just published its first full-length book, 
Self-Portrait of the Poet Suicided by the MFA Degree, by recent SFState Universtiy 
MFA grad Justin Etc. Etc. was the recipient of the university’s William Dickey 
Poetry Scholarship. He writes expansive word collages with meticulous detail, a 
poetry that, as Paul Hoover says, is “pruned to such a perfect excess, we would 
never want anything less.” Hoover calls him “a brilliant observer of American 
culture... a true connoisseur of our chaos.” From “a hummingbird hiking up its 
skirt”: “enslaved to ceramic doll frottage—/ the dreamy eroticism w/in the pe- 
tite stabs at seventh heaven/ celestially horrific/ avec birdcage elevator orgasm 
imprimatur/ paralytic, nevertheless/ blatant Caravaggio ex cathedra mise-en- 
scéne...” Printed in a limited edition, the books are handmade and will be avail- 
able at the reading. Joining Etc. will be Amy K. Bell, author of The Gorilla Press 
long poem chapbook Book of Sibyl, and Jill Tomasetti. 

Justin Etc. starts at 7 p.m. at Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery St., S.F. 
Free; call 586-3733 or visit birdbeckett.com. Evan Karp 
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NEMA. 


MAKE THE MOVE TODAY 





a DESIGN, 2 
At ATTENTION: 


PERFECTION, 
GRACIOUS 
JAND SPACIOUS: 


TWO AND THREE BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
8 TENTH STREET - SAN FRANCISCO .-. CA 94103 


RENTNEMA.COM / 415-881-5066 / HMw #RENTNEMA 


A CRESCENT HEIGHTS*® INSPIRED COMMUNITY 


a Crescent Heights® is a service mark used by a group of limited liability companies and partnerships. NEMA is being developed by Tenth and Market, LLC, which is a separate, single purpose entity that is solely responsible for its 
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depict the interaction of humanity and nature while 
nearly verging on the abstract. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 31. 315 Potrero, S.F., 703- 
4400, www.georgelawsongallery.com. 

The Great Highway Gallery. Nathan Wirth: A Slice 
of Silence: Long-exposure seascapes and infrared 
photos by the San Francisco native. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through July 4. nlwirth.com. 3649 
Lawton, S.F., 681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Christian Maychack: Split States: 
Wall pieces sharing the aesthetics of both painting 
and sculpture. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, www. 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Mike Henderson: Traces of Places: 
Textured abstract paintings by the Bay Area artist. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 397-8114, www.hainesgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Marco Maggi: West vs. East: The 
Uruguyan artist’s small, subtle works invite — 
perhaps even require — viewers to stop and take 
a closer look. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 


through June 28. 260 Utah, S.F., 495-5454, www. 
hosfeltgallery.com. 

lan Ross Gallery. lan Ross: Spray Paint: Solo show 
celebrating the 1-year anniversary of the local 
street artist's namesake gallery. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 15. 466 Brannan, S.F., 533- 
5758, www.ianrossgallery.com. 

Intersection for the Arts. Bernie Lubell: Why Can't 
the First Part of the Second Party Be the Second 
Part of the First Party?: With its giant cogs, gears, 
wheels, pulleys, and cranks, this large-scale wooden 
installation invites interactive participation. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 7. 925 
Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Romare Bearden: Sto- 
ryteller: Collages, watercolors, prints, and other 
illustrative works by the famed Harlem artist from 
1970s and ‘80s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, www. 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Kala Art Institute. Para-Apparatus: Group show 
featuring new work by Kala Fellowship artists Brian 
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Barr, Ben Bigelow, Tammy Rae Carland, Andrew 
Connelly, John Davis, Corey Escoto, Amy M. Ho, 
Cybele Lyle, and James Sterling Pitt. Starting May 
29. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 26. 
1060 Heinz, Berkeley, 510-549-2977, www.kala.org. 

The Lab. That that is is that that is not is not is that 
it it is: Group show featuring Jason Benson, Sara 
Cwynar, Honza Hoeck, Erin Jane Nelson, Puppies 
Puppies, and Brion Nuda Rosch. Thursdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through June 28. 2948 16th St., 
S.F., 864-8855, www.thelab.org. 

Lot 21 Gallery. Reuben Wu: Infinite Sustain: Pho- 
tographs from the fringes. Tuesdays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 25. 933 20th St., S.F., 
826-0300, www.lot2igallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Brian Barneclo: Misinformation: 
The popular muralist presents paintings and a 
new parklet that renders the flow of data and 
communication in the artist's trademark jazzy 
style. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 16. 3318 22nd St., S.F., 647-5888, 
lunarienne.com. 

Magnet. Todd Trexler: A Solo Exhibition of His Leg- 
endary Posters: A show honoring the late LGBT 
artist whose 1970s posters for the Cockettes and 
Nocturnal Dream Shows at the Palace Theater 
in North Beach have become collectors’ items. 
Starting June 3. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 30. toddtrexlerposters.com. 4122 
18th St., S.F., 581-1600, www.magnetsf.org. 

Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center. 
Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag 
ensemble’s two-decade musical career. Through 
July 12. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Forbidden City, USA: 
Chinese American Nightclubs, 1936-1970: Revisit 
the stage spectacles and social scenes of long-lost 
Chinatown nightclubs in this exhibit of photographs, 
programs, postcards, menus, and memorabilia 
curated by Arthur Dong. Through July 6. 100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. You Don't Say! Word- 
less Cartoons from the Schmulowitz Collection of 
Wit & Humor: Fun without punchlines via published 
cartoons and comics from the 19th century through 
today. Through May 31. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Daniel Arnold: Six 
Days in San Francisco, May 6-12, 2014: New pho- 
tographs depicting colorful street characters on 
the downtown city sidewalks. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 27. 1 Sutter St. Ste. 202, 
S.F., 369-9404, www.wolfecontemporary.com. 

Market Street Gallery. Donald Rizzo: Life Rebuilt: 
Paintings depicting the gay artist's drug- and psy- 
chosis-fueled “journey into and out of the Depths 
of Despair.” June 2-30. 1554 Market, S.F., 290-1441, 
www.marketstreetgallery.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Max Papeschi & Arnix: 
Iconoclasm: Religious, political, and pop cultural 
icons are treated with playfully perverse disre- 
spect at this two-man show featuring sculptures 


T. Fole 
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by Arnix and digital collages by Max Papeschi. 
Tuesdays-Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through 
May 31. 49 Geary Ste. 200, S.F., www.mgart.com. 

Meridian Gallery. Carolyn Castafio: Narco Venus 
and Other Stories: The colorful Los Angeles artist 
presents recent paintings and video. Starting 
May 29. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
June 29. 535 Powell, S.F., 398-7229, www.merid- 
iangallery.org. 

Modern Eden. On Beauty: International group show of 
pulchritudinous paintworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 7. Brianna Angelakis: Fairy 
Tales - The Test of Time: Girls from archetypal 
childhood stories find themselves in more modern 
milieux in this series of paintings that combine 
fantasy with realism. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 403 Francisco, S.F., 956-3303, www. 
moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Maia Flore: Sleep Elevations: 
Photographs imagine dreamers taking flight. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 732-0300, www.modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Mark Stock: Lives of the Butlers: 14 new 
trompe l'oeil tableaux revisit the title character 
from the late painter's most popular work, The 
Butler's in Love - Absinthe (which celebrates its 
25th anniversary this year), and others. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 21. 685 
Market, S.F., 541-0461, www.modernisminc.com. 

Paul Mahder Gallery. Kamalky Laureano & Carlos 
Gomez Mojica: Visceral: Photorealistic paintings 
and drawings. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 6. 3378 Sacramento, S.F., 474-7707, www. 
paulmahdergallery.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Jenny Riffle: Scavenger - Ad- 
ventures in Treasure Hunting: Photographs follow 
a punky protagonist on his continuing search 
for small buried treasures. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through June 21. jennyriffle.com. Sarina 
Finkelstein: The New Forty-Niners: Searching for 
gold in them thar California hills didn’t end in the 
19th century, as evidenced by these photo portraits 
of rugged and scruffy modern-day prospectors. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 21. 
Occupy Your Imagination: Group show featuring 
works by De Anza College photography students. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 21. 428 
Third St., S.F., 495-3773, www.raykophoto.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Bruce Davidson: Time of 
Change: 1961-1965: A powerful photography exhibit 
that captures the struggles of African-Americans 
during the height of the Civil Rights Movement. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 421-0122, www.kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. David Sokosh: American Tintypes: 
Antique subjects photographed the old-fashioned 
way. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 31. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, www. 
roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Deric Carner: Stay, Just for a 
Little While: New works inspired by gay literature. 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. 
1240 22nd St., S.F., 550-7483, www.romeryoung- 
gallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Wrong’s What | Do 


FRI 5/30 


Literature 


BREAK IT DOWN 


com. Evan Karp 


Best: Hesse McGraw and Aaron Spangler curated 
this group show in which the artists attempt to 
transcend binary concepts of right and wrong, good 
and bad, success and failure. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 26. sfai.edu/wrong. 800 
Chestnut, S.F., 771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Alexander Cheves: | wouldn't have called 
anyhow: Large-scale cut wood forms create a 
geometrically dreamlike allegory for fear. Through 
Aug. 30. 155 Grove, S.F., 554-6080, www.sfarts- 
commission.org. 

The San Francisco Center for the Book (SFCB). 
Printers’ Devils’ & Typographical Worries: Book art 
exhibit celebrating forty years of work by Jungle 
Garden Press. Through June 1. 375 Rhode Island, 
S.F., 565-0545, www.sfcb.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Pretty in Ink: North 
American Women Cartoonists 1896-2013: Comic 
books, original artworks, photos, and other forms of 
memorabilia honor the overlooked contributions of 
female cartoonists during the past century. Through 
June 5. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Jungsan Senim: Mixed media 
works inspired by Buddhist concepts. Mondays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through May 29. 251 Post, S.F., 
291-8000, www.sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the 
Shadows: Chicago street photography, silhouette 
self-portraits, and other black-and-white snapshots 
from the enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. Free. 49 
Geary, S.F., 788-4641, www.scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Donald Sultan: A Decade of 
Paintings & Drawings: Through July 1, 6 p.m. Free. 
55 Geary, S.F., 421-7770, www.sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Jaimie Warren: Solo show featuring 
the 2014 winner of the Baum Award for an Emerging 
American Photographer. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 657 Mission, S.F., 512- 
2020, www.sfcamerawork.org. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center. Move- 
ment in Paper: International origami exhibition. 
Through July 15. 1650 Holloway, S.F., 338-1112, www. 
sfsustudentcenter.com. 

Shooting Gallery. John Felix Arnold III: Pilgrimage: 
The Oakland artist envisions “The World of Unstop- 
pable Tomorrow” ina series of apocalyptic works. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Continues through June 
7. Free. felixthethirdrock.com. 886 Geary, S.F., 931- 
1500, www.shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Eating Cultures: Food-in- 
spired group show co-presented by the Asian Amer- 
ican Women Artists Association and Asian Pacific 
Islander Cultural Center. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6 
p.m. Continues through May 30. Free. aawaa.net. 
934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. Off Shore: Paul Cesewski, 
Constance Hockaday, Marie Lorenz, Chris Sollars, 
and A People’s Archive of Sinking and Melting 
celebrate the waters of the Bay Area in this group 
show featuring gallery installations at SoEx as 
well as off-site excursions to various coastal 
locations around the city. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7 
p.m. Continues through July 3. Free. 3030 20th 


Founded in 1999 by Elmaz Abinader, Junot Diaz, Victor Diaz, and Diem Jones, 
Voices of Our Nation Arts Foundation produces an annual Berkeley-based 
workshop week focused on the development of emerging writers of color. Not 
limited to any one genre, the workshops are taught by established writers of 
color and have become widely renowned for the breadth and depth of the work 
they've facilitated. The first anthology from these workshops, Dismantle, has 
just been published; it features more than 50 contributors and sets work by Pu- 
litzer Prize and National Book Award winners beside work by first-time-pub- 
lished authors. To celebrate, a stout cast of talent will read: Abinader, Faith 
Adiele, Sharline Chiang, David Maduli, Roopa Ramamoorthi, Kenji C. Liu, and 
Marissa Johnson-Valenzuela. KPFA will add to the electricity of that lineup by 
taping and airing the show live. There's even an after party at Luka’s in Oakland. 
Dismantle reading starts at 8 p.m. at Modern Times Bookstore Collec- 
tive, 2919 24th St., S.F. Free; call 282-9246 or visit moderntimesbookstore. 
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Performance 


SEX FILES 


There are those who love their fellow man and those who observe them, 
anatomizing and cataloguing their multifarious qualities. Erstwhile English 
professor turned pornographic fiction writer, tattoo artist, and sexual rebel 
Sam Steward was both, adventuring mightily in the midst of mankind 
through Chicago and San Francisco and meticulously documenting over 
800 sexual encounters on thousands of file cards that record 60 years of af- 
fairs and notably serve as an archive of historical information about homo- 
sexual relationships before 1969. In Homo File, writer and director Seth 
Eisen commemorates Steward’s life, which included friendships with sex re- 
searcher Alfred Kinsey and infamous modernist writer Gertrude Stein, ina 
dramatic performance that includes film, live drawing, Japanese bunraku 
puppetry, aerial acrobatics, and more. Part historical chronicle, part specta- 
cle, Homo File explores the many facets of a man who lived more vigorously 
than the rest. Brian Livingston takes on the role of Steward. 

Eye Zen and CounterPULSE present Homo File at 8 p.m. and contin- 
ues through June 15 at CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St., S.F. Tickets 
are $25-$35; visit homofile.eyezen.org. Irene Hsiao 


St., S.F., 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church. Garry Bowden: Souls 
of San Francisco: Photo portraits of everyday city 
residents. Through June 30. soulsofsanfrancisco. 
com. 2097 Turk, S.F., 567-1855, www.saintcypri- 
anssf.org. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Anne McGuire & Karla Mi- 
losevich: Sinne Spegel: The artists superimpose 
themselves onto Ingmar Bergman's Persona 
to create a cryptic new version of the Swedish 
auteur’s film. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 14. 2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, www. 
stevenwolffinearts.com/gallery.asp. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Ken Auster: Marin Revis- 
ited: Coastal town scenes, landscapes, and more 
by the plein air oil painter. Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 2291 Pine, S.F., 441-4093, 
www.thomasreynolds.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. From Here: The 15th 
Thacher Art + Architecture Annual: Juried exhibition 
of works by USF Department of Art + Architecture 
students. Through July 6. 2130 Fulton, S.F., 422- 
2044, www.usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

White Walls Gallery. Alphabet Show: Every Letter 
Counts: Group exhibit brought to you by the let- 
ters A through Z. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www. 
whitewallssf.com. 


COMEDY 


Bad Movie Night: Howard the Duck: June 2014 is 
dedicated to George Lucas at Bad Movie Night — and 
as hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mike Spiegelman, and 
Maura Sipila discover with tonight's dud, a talking 
duck can be just as grating as a Gungan. Sun., June 
1, 8 p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, 
S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, brown- 
papertickets.com/event/559273. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, www.phoe- 
nixtheatresf.org. 

Big Wednesday: Comedy and variety with Caitlin Gill, 
Ben Kolina, Jessica Sele, Papp Johnson, and host 
Jeremy Wheat. Wed., May 28, 7 p.m., $8. Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www. 
makeoutroom.com. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Bucky 
Sinister, Nato Green, David Gborie, Natasha Muse, 
Jules Posner, and guests. Wed., May 28, 8 p.m., 
$7, thebusinesscomedy.com. Dark Room Theater, 
2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Bye Bye Urlie: Jon Urlie makes a farewell performance 
along with Ben Feldman, Walker Glenn, Christopher 
John, Ben Kolina, Johan Miranda, 0.J. Patterson, 
and Molly Sanchez. Fri., May 30, 8 p.m., $12. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Charlie Murphy: May 30-June 1, $27.50-$30. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Cobb's Comedy Showcase: Thu., May 29, 8 p.m., 
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$12.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 
928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $15-$20. Englander Sports 
Pub, 101 Parrott, San Leandro, 510-357-3571, www. 
englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to laugh 
in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

The Cynic Cave: Saturday comedy showcase hosted 
by George Chen and Kevin O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $15, 
un-scripted.com. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., www.un-scripted.com. 

David Spade: June 3-4, $45. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

The Dinosaurs of Comedy: With Larry “Bubbles” 
Brown, Michael Meehan, Steven Pearl, and Johnny 
Steele. Tue., June 3, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedy- 
club.com. 

Don't Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch comedy 
program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 8 
p.m., $10. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., www. 
stagewerx.org. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www. 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative 
fist at 21st century San Francisco culture in this 
fictional comic monologue directed by David Ford. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through July 
13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Fun Times with Friends: Tony Sparks hosts a night 
of fun ‘n’ games with Josh Argyle, Ron Chapman, 
Aly Jones, Dro Knows, Scott Simpson, and Brandon 
Stokes. Wed., May 28, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lost- 
weekendvideo.com. 

Get Yucked Up: With hosts Andrew Holmgren and 
David Gborie. Thursdays, 9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
GetYuckedUp. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
S.F., 387-6455, www.milksf.com. 

Give Me Fiction: Vengeance: lvan Hernandez hosts 
an evening of stories about sweet, sweet payback 
by Thaddeus Ellenburg, Baruch Porras-Hernandez, 


Red Scott, Jessica Sele, Aviva Siegel, and Mary 
Van Note. Sun., June 1, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lost- 
weekendvideo.com. 

The Good, the Bad, and the Improvised: BATS Im- 
prov creates a new Western every week based on 
audience suggestions. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through May 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

H#Hashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 
p.m., free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 1th St., 
S.F., www.somastreatfoodpark.com. 

High Brow: Stoney late-night laughs with Kevin O'Shea 
and Jeremy Wheat. Fri., May 30, 10 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www.clubomgsf. 
com. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Fridays, 
8 p.m. Continues through May 31, $20-$100, mar- 
gagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Milkin’ It: With Jules Posner. Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, www. 
milksf.com. 

Misery Index: Trevor Hill turns your frown upside down 
with comedy by Sal Calanni, Bert DiVietri, Brandon 
Garner, Zach Garner, Drew Harmon, Adrian McNair, 
Jules Posner, Jessica Sele, and Mary Van Note. Mon., 
June 2,8 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy.com. The 
Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, www. 
ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy 
show with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 
p.m., free. The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-282-1413. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and alive audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., S.F., 
www.mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
S.F, www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Tommy Johnagin: May 28-31, $16-$22. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Tracy Morgan: Thu., May 29, 8 p.m., $35.50-$48 
advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F., 567- 
6642, www.palaceoffinearts.org. 

Wednesday Hump Nite: Open mic comedy show hosted 


by Rick Fletcher with guest comics from Mutiny 
Radio. Sign up starts at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
6-8 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, 
www.sf-eagle.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 
BodiGram: Hysteria: Blair Bodie and Julia Graham lead 
their dance company into strange headspaces in this 
relatively lighthearted look at extreme psycholog- 
ical states. May 30-31, 8 p.m.; Sun., June 1, 7 p.m., 
$20, bodigram.com. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 
24th St., S.F., 273-4633, www.dancemission.com. 

EI Nifio y la Danza: Colorful family showcase of 
traditional Mexican dances. Sat., May 31, 3 p.m., 
$12-$15. Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts, 
2868 Mission, S.F., 821-1155, www.missioncultur- 
alcenter.org. 

Risa Jaroslow & Dancers with Peiling Kao: Jaroslow 
presents What's the Upshot? — an “experiment in 
how we make decisions and what brings us to a point 
of change” — with Peiling Kao adding performances 


of Ludic Numerologies on Friday evening and Sunday 
afternoon. Fri., May 30, 8 p.m.; Sat., May 31, 8 p.m.; 
Sun., June 1, 4 p.m., $15-$18. Shawl-Anderson Dance 
Center, 2704 Alcatraz Ave., Berkeley, 510-654-5921, 
www.shawl-anderson.org. 

Walking Distance Dance Festival: Slip on some comfy 
shoes and watch dancers from multiple companies 
perform three separate programs at this two-day 
“fringe-style” festival held at the ODC B'Way 
Theater (3153 17th Street), ODC Dance Commons 
(351 Shotwell), and Mission Bowling Club (3176 17th 
Street). Performers include Headmistress; Lionel 
Popkin; Heidi Duckler Dance Theatre; Garrett + 
Moulton Productions; Chitresh Das Dance Company; 
Amy O'Neal; and Doug Elkins Choreography, Etc. Fri., 
May 30, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., May 31, 4 & 7:30 p.m., $25 
(or $65 for festival pass). ODC Theater, 3153 17th 
St., S.F., 863-6606, www.odctheater.org. 


FESTIVALS 


19th San Francisco Silent Film Festival: It's time to 
once again enjoy the silence as the SFSFF brings >> 
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Public Intimacy: Art and Other Ordinary Acts in South Africa is jointly organized by YBCA and SFMOMA. Presenting support is generously provided by the Evelyn D. Haas 
Exhibition Fund at SEMOMA. Major support is provided by the James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen Endowment Fund at SEMOMA. Generous support is provided by 
Meridee Moore and Kevin King, Mike Wilkins and Sheila Duignan, the Betlach Family Foundation, the YBCA Creative Ventures Council, Concepcién and Irwin Federman, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the George Frederick Jewett Foundation, Ronald W. Garrity, Kate and Wes Mitchell, and the Yerba Buena Community Benefit District. 


Athi-Patra Ruga, The Future White Women of Azania, 2012; performed as part of Performa Obscura in collaboration with Mikhael Subotzky; commissioned for the 
exhibition Making Way, Grahamstown, South Africa; photo: Ruth Simbao, courtesy Athi-Patra Ruga and WHATIFTHEWORLD/GALLERY. 


Evelyn D. Haas AVY 
EXHIBITION FUND ART WORKS. 


MEDIA SPONSOR 


San Francisco Chronicle | SFGate con 





LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC | MAY 28-JUNE3,2014 | 21 


nearly 20 B+W feature films — from the United 
States, Britain, France, Germany, Japan, Sweden, 
and ye olde USSR — to the Castro Theatre for a very 
full weekend of wordless cinema accompanied by 
live musicians. May 29-June 1, $13-$20 per screen- 
ing, silentfilm.org. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, 
S.F., 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

2014 National Queer Arts Festival: The Queer Cultural 
Center's annual LGBT celebration occupies venues 
across the city — including the African American Art 
& Culture Complex, Brava Theater, CounterPULSE, 
Mission Cultural Center, S.F. LGBT Community 
Center, SOMArts, and many others — ina monthlong 
multidisciplinary cavalcade of queerness that fea- 
tures films, plays, literary readings, live music, art 
shows, a comic-con, and much more. May 30-July 6, 
qcc2.org/national-queer-arts-festival. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, Multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 

Fourth San Francisco Green Film Festival: Following 
a Thursday opening premiere at the Aquarium of 
the Bay, the SFGFF moves into the Roxie for six 
days and nights of documentaries and short films 


focusing on the environment and our impact upon 
it. Additional programs include panel discussions, 
workshops, media socials, and more. May 29-June 4, 
$15 (or $250 for full festival pass), sfgreenfilmfest. 
org. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F., 863-1087, 
www.roxie.com. 

Walking Distance Dance Festival: Slip on some comfy 
shoes and watch dancers from multiple companies 
perform three separate programs at this two-day 
“fringe-style” festival held at the ODC B'Way 
Theater (3153 17th Street), ODC Dance Commons 
(351 Shotwell), and Mission Bowling Club (3176 17th 
Street). Performers include Headmistress; Lionel 
Popkin; Heidi Duckler Dance Theatre; Garrett + 
Moulton Productions; Chitresh Das Dance Company; 
Amy O'Neal; and Doug Elkins Choreography, Etc. Fri., 
May 30, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., May 31, 4 & 7:30 p.m., $25 
(or $65 for festival pass). ODC Theater, 3153 17th 
St., S.F., 863-6606, www.odctheater.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


18th Annual Effie Lee Morris Lecture: Bestselling 


June 5, 2014, starting at 9:00am 


777 Valencia Street, San Francisco 


SPEAKERS 
INCLUDE 


Peter McGraw of University of Colorado 

Boulder & Author of The Humor Code, 

Emily Castor of Lyft, Jason Miller of 
LinkedIn, plus many more! 


Tickets and more 
information available at: 


FunnyBizz.co 
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Mexican-American author and illustrator Yuyi 
Morales shares her insights in this year’s fami- 
ly-friendly lecture, “Creating Children’s Books: 
An Immigrants Story.” Tue., June 3, 6 p.m., free. 
Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 

Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City 
Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, www. 
berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

August Ragone: Although a new Gojira is currently 
stomping the box office, today the author of Eiji 
Tsuburaya: Master of Monsters - Defending the 
Earth with Ultraman, Godzilla, and Friends in 
the Golden Age of Japanese Science Fiction Film 
takes a look back at the man behind the original 
kaiju icon. Sat., May 31, 3 p.m., free. Borderlands 
Books, 866 Valencia, S.F., 824-8203, www.border- 
lands-books.com. 

Babylon Salon: Featuring novelist Kathryn Ma and 
hip-hop writer Davey D, with additional readings 
by Kirstin Chen, Stacey Kohut, and Porter Shreve, 
plus music by Ying-sun Ho. Sat., May 31, 7 p.m., 
free, babylonsalon.com. Cantina, 580 Sutter, S.F., 
398-0195, www.cantinasf.com. 

Cassandra Dallett: Release party for Wet Reckless, 
the debut poetry memoir by the longtime East 
Bay literary presence who tells it how it is, with 
additional readings by M.K. Chavez, Joel Landmine, 
and Alexandra Naughton. Wed., May 28, 7:30 p.m., 
free, writingwithoutwalls.com. Pegasus Books 
Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, 
www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

Dr. Seuss’ Literary Life: Dartmouth literature profes- 
sor Donald E. Pease discusses how Theodor Seuss 
Geisel went from ordinary cartoonist and ad creator 
to one of the most original and beloved children’s 
authors of all time. Fri., May 30, noon, $7-$20. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, 
www.commonwealthclub.org. 

Edward St. Aubyn: The author of the Patrick Melrose 
novel series chats about his new book, Lost for 
Words, in conversation with Steven Winn. Mon., June 
2, 7:30 p.m., $27, cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Eli Brown: Gourmet seasonings meet high seas 
adventure in the Alameda author's Cinnamon and 
Gunpowder, featuring a 19th century female pirate 
and a foodie prisoner who's forced to cook her 
inventive meals in the ship's meager galley. Tue., 
June 3, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

The Erotic Reading Circle: Read your erotic writing 
pieces and get feedback from skilled sex writers. 
Fourth Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
Donation, 902-2071, writingourselveswhole.org. 
Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., www. 
sexandculture.org. 

Hazel Reading Series: Poet and playwright Arisa White 
is the featured reader at this rooftop garden event 
that also includes Alyss Dixson, Trinidad Escobar, 
Clare Marie Myers, Sara Mumolo, and Bel Poblador. 
Sun., June 1, 5 p.m., free/donation. California 
Institute of Integral Studies, 1453 Mission, S.F., 
575-6100, www.ciis.edu. 

James Fearnley: The musician recounts his time 
spent with London's finest gang of Irish expat 
rabblerousers in Here Comes Everybody: The 
Story of The Pogues. Tue., June 3, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www. 
booksmith.com. 

Jen Siraganian: Release party for the local poet's 
chapbook, Fracture. Tue., June 3, 7 p.m., free. Dog 
Eared Books, 900 Valencia, S.F., 282-1901, www. 
dogearedbooks.com. 

John Lescroart: San Francisco attorney Dismas 
Hardy and retired homicide cop Abe Glitsky hit 
the city streets once again in Lescroart’s latest 
legal thriller, The Keeper. Tue., June 3, 7 p.m., free. 
Books Inc./Opera Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, 
www.booksinc.net. 

Josh Cooley: Some of the most iconic — yet wholly 
kid-inappropriate — scenes from your favorite 
R-rated movies (like Taxi Driver, Psycho, Fight 
Club, and many more) are given the children’s 
picture book treatment in the Pixar story su- 
pervisor’s humorous new book, Movies R Fun!: A 
Collection of Cinematic Classics for the Pre-(Film) 
School Cinephile. Wed., May 28, 6 p.m., free. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Kundiman: Bay Area: Asian-American poetry show- 
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SAT 5/31 


Art Opening 


EYELISTEN 


Unless you have never listened to music on a computer, you've fallen victim 
to the hypnotizing sound wave screensaver. Some genius programmer 
thought to use the soothing images of compression and rarefaction to pre- 
vent image burn-in — and to totally blow our minds. Artist Claire Colette 
was inspired by this idea of sound waves and brings her interpretation in a 
solo show, “small moves in strange rooms’ at Eleanor Harwood Gallery. In 
the exhibition, Colette showcases a series of drawings, done in elegant 
graphite on paper, that use sets of repetitive lines reminiscent of how we 
picture sound. These shapes illustrate movement in a specific site. A medi- 
um-sized piece, “daylight for a blind composer,” depicts sound clearing to 
create a section of light across the center. This work, like the others in the 
show, develops a loose narrative on how the sounds of our surroundings 


translate to image. 


Eleanor Harwood Gallery presents “small moves in strange rooms” 
at 4 p.m. and continues through July 12 at Eleanor Harwood Gallery, 
1295 Alabama St., S.F. Free; call 282-4248 or visit eleanorharwood.com. 


Laura Jaye Cramer 


case featuring Mg Roberts, Brynn Saito, Candy Shue, 
and R.A. Villanueva. Mon., June 2, 7 p.m., free. Cafe 
Du Soleil, 200 Fillmore, S.F., 934-8637. 

Madison Young: The Femina Potens founder, feminist 
porn filmmaker, and sexual adventurer reads from 
her kinky recent memoir, Daddy. Wed., May 28, 
7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 
863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

McSweeney's Quarterly Concern #46: Thirteen 
Crime Stories from Latin America: Editor Daniel 
Gumbiner joins translators Katherine Silver and Joel 
Streicker as they present McSweeney's first all-Latin 
American issue, which features work by Andrés 
Ressia Colino, Mariana Enriquez, Rodrigo Rey 
Rosa, Juan Pablo Villalobos, Alejandro Zambra, and 
others. Mon., June 2, 7:30 p.m., free, mcsweeneys. 
net. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, 
www.booksmith.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free. Paxton Gate's 
Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., 252-9990, 
www.paxtongate.com. 

Poetry Unbound #13: Clive Matson and Richard 
Loranger host an evening of poetry and jazz with 
readings by Charles Curtis Blackwell and Kayla 
Sussell, plus music by COPUS (Creation of Peace 
Under Stars). Sun., June 1, 5-8 p.m., $5 donation. 
The Art House Gallery, 2905 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 
510-482-3336, berkeleyarthouse.wordpress.com. 

Poets!: With Paul Ferricano and Linda King, followed 
by an open mic. Mon., June 2, 7 p.m., free/donation. 
Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, S.F., 586-3733, www. 
birdbeckett.com. 

Quiet Lightning: Curated by Sarah Carpenter and 
Kristen Kramer, QL's latest literary gathering fea- 
tures readings by Jen Sullivan Brych, Peter Bullen, 
Sharon Coleman, Moneta Goldsmith, Tomas Moniz, 
Siamak Vossoughi, Andrena Zawinski, and more. 
Tue., June 3, 8 p.m., $7-$10, quietlightning.org. El 
Rio, 3158 Mission, S.F., 282-3325, www.elriosf.com. 

Rebecca Solnit: The local literary figure discusses 
her 2013 memoir/essay collection/storytelling 
disquisition, The Faraway Nearby. Thu., May 29, 6 
p.m., $7-$20. Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 
597-6700, www.commonwealthclub.org. 

Printers’ Devils’ & Typographical Worries: Book art 
exhibit celebrating forty years of work by Jungle 
Garden Press. Through June 1. The San Francisco 
Center for the Book (SFCB), 375 Rhode Island, S.F., 
565-0545, www.sfcb.org. 

San Francisco Grotto Writers: Writers pack a lot of 
words into a little amount of time as the Grotto 
students are given a mere three minutes to read 
their new work. Fri., May 30, 6 p.m., free. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Story Time in the Library: Kids aged 4 to 8 are 
encouraged to sit back and hear stories about 
nature and science. First and Third Sunday of every 
month, 10:30 a.m., free. San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, 
www.sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 


Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 

Tom Pitts: Release party for the author's new novel, 
Hustle, with readings by Joe Clifford, Joel Landmine, 
and Zarina Zabrisky, plus music and art. Sat., May 
31, 7 p.m. 50 Mason Social House, 50 Mason, S.F., 
433-5050, www.50masonsocialhouse.com. 

VONA/Voices Anthology Reading: The UC Berke- 
ley-based Voices of Our Nations Arts Foundation 
presents readings from Dismantle, its new collection 
of fiction, poetry, and essays by writers of color. This 
in-store event will also be broadcast live on KPFA 
radio (94.1 FM). Fri., May 30, 7:30 p.m., free, voice- 
satvona.org. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., 
S.F., 282-9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable 
romp of North American river otters to Pier 39. 
Daily. Embarcadero, S.F., 623-5300, www.aquar- 
iumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. In a New 
Light: The Asian Art Museum Collection: A display 
of more than 2,500 objects from the museum's 
permanent collection explores the major cultures 
of Asia. Daily. Enter the Mandala: Cosmic Centers 
& Mental Maps of Himalayan Buddhism: The AAM 
transforms its Tateuchi Gallery into a large-scale, 
three-dimensional mandala by recontextualizing 
Buddha paintings into the four symbolic sectors of 
a mandala’s meditative form. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 26. The Carved Brush: 
24 artworks by Chinese brush painter Qi Baish. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 13. 200 
Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, www.thebeatmu- 
seum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Earthquake: Treat 
your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Dark Universe: A new planetarium 
feature about dark matter and dark energy narrated 
by Neil deGrasse Tyson. Through Oct. 9. Animal 
Attraction: Exhibit about the wild courtship and 
mating strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. 
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Skulls: Nearly 650 bony domes fill the 4,000 
square feet of this large exhibit featuring animal 
skulls that run the gamut in size from a tiny bird to 
a giant elephant. Through Nov. 30. Cosmic Collisions: 
Planetarium show about crashing astronomical 
interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 
to entire galaxies. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as 
the Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get 
up close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. NightLife: Thursdays, 
6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Family Nature Crafts: Nature-themed craftmaking 
for kids 5-11. Sundays, 10 a.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
S.F., 379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. Juana Briones 
y Su California: Pionera, Fundadora, Curandera: 
Bilingual exhibit tracing the life of Juana Briones, 
a pioneer woman whose experiences in California 
under the rule of Spain, Mexico, and the United 
States serve to illustrate the state’s multicultural 
history. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 
8. 678 Mission, S.F., 357-1848, www.californiahis- 
toricalsociety.org. 

Cartoon Art Museum. Pretty in Ink: The Trina Robbins 
Collection: Overlapping with the Main Library's 
exhibit of the same name, this retrospective 
collects comics, original art, and miscellaneous 
memorabilia documenting the history of female 
cartoonists from the late 19th century to today. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 24. 
Raw Fury: The Art of Mike Zeck: This look back 
at the artist's career in comix includes original 
cover art from The Amazing Spider-Man, Captain 
America, G.I. Joe, The Punisher, and others. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 10. $4-$8. 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: In honor of the 
wisecracking, pizza-eating, sewer-dwelling reptiles’ 
30th anniversary, the CAM presents a retrospective 
exhibit featuring original artwork from the entire 
first issue of Kevin Eastman and Peter Laird's 1984 
comic book. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
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Sept. 14. $4-$8. Small Press Spotlight on Jon Adams: 
Exhibit focusing on the local illustrator and web 
comic artist. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Aug. 10. $4-$8. primazonia.com. 655 Mission, S.F., 
227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Social Commentary: 


Exhibit looking at American socio-political issues 
as viewed through the eyes of Peanuts characters 
over the years. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Nov. 2. Sanctuary for the Love- 
lorn: Heartbreak in Peanuts: Linus didn’t smooch 
Sally, Schroeder rebuffed Lucy, and the Little 
Red-Haired Girl never even acknowledged poor 
Charlie Brown's existence ... but even unrequited 
love can be funny, as this exhibit illustrates through 
the use of original Peanuts comic strips. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 11. 
From the Pen to the Comic Pages: Evolution of the 
Comic Strip: Exhibit illustrating (no pun intended) 
the steps behind the creation of Peanuts comics, 
including printing plates, contact sheets, photo- 
graphs, and more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 6. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, www.schulzmuseum.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Designing Home: 


Jews and Midcentury Modernism: Over 120 objects 
illustrate Jewish contributions to modern architec- 
ture and design during the postwar boom years. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 6. Black Sabbath: The Secret Musical 
History of Black-Jewish Relations: An interactive 
exhibit featuring music and video recordings that 
illustrate the cultural influences shared by Jews and 
African-Americans alike, including performances in 
such genres as jazz, soul, showtunes, and more. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. To Build 
& Be Built: Kibbutz History: A look back at the 
birth and evolution of Israel's utopian communes. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through July 1. Arthur Szyk and the Art of 
the Haggadah: Exhibit featuring all 48 paintings 
created by the illustrator and political cartoonist 
for his Nazi-era interpretation of this definitive 
Jewish text. Szyk's Haggadah is considered one 
of the most illuminating and artistic ever created, 
his illustrations conveying the epic scope of 
suffering, escape, and determination central >> 
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Timothy Allen 


Lit geeks know Edward St. Aubyn, acerbic British author of six novels, one 
of which (At Last) contains the following sentence: “I think my mother’s 
death is the best thing to happen to me since ... well, since my father’s 
death.” St. Aubyn has devoted several of his novels, including the aforemen- 
tioned, to the members of the fictional Melrose family. Many of his charac- 
ters are chronically afflicted by wealth, wry intelligence, disillusionment, 
and unshakable depression — a sad but potentially relatable state for St. 
Aubyn, who draws broadly from his own life when writing. His work has gar- 
nered comparisons to that of Evelyn Waugh and Oscar Wilde, and he’s com- 
ing from across the way to speak with Steven Winn. His latest novel is Lost 
for Words, which examines the effects of celebrity culture on art. 

Edward St. Aubyn speaks at 7:30 p.m. at the Nourse, 275 Hayes St., 
S.E. Tickets are $27; call or 392-4400 or visit cityarts.net. Emilie Mutert 
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to the Haggadah's telling and retelling. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 29. Drop-In Art Making: Weekly art workshops 
for kids and families. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. free with 
museum admission. 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, 
www.thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. The Bay Bridge: A Work in Progress, 
1934-1936: Photographic documentation of the 
original Bay Bridge under construction. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through June 1. Shaping 
Abstraction: Works by American abstractionists 
from the early-to-middle part of the 20th century. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. Friday 
Nights at the de Young: An art-focused happy 
hour in the museum's main court with special 
performances, live music, and hands-on activities. 
Fridays, 5 p.m. Continues through Nov. 28. Free. 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Galleries: 
The family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interactive 
features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sound- 
scapes: A series of artist-created audio experiments 
and interactive sound installations. Tuesdays, 
Fridays. Continues through June 1. Saturday Cinema: 
Weekly thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts 
program. Saturdays. Free with museum admission. 
Pier 15, S.F., 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor art 
and science exhibit. Daily. Free. Fort Mason, S.F., 
345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 
Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th 
St., S.F., 621-1107, www.glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Letters: 
1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, www. 
tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Daily. Matisse 
from SFMOMA: With its own home currently shut- 
tered for renovations, the SFMOMA loans 23 of the 
famed French Impressionist’'s works to the Legion 
of Honor for a 10-month spell. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Sept. 7. Intimate Impressionism 
from the National Gallery of Art: The temporary 
closure of the National Gallery's East Building in 
Washington, D.C., means a few dozen paintings — 
including works by Manet, Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, 
Seurat, and van Gogh — take up summer residence in 
Lincoln Park. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Aug. 3. $11-$24. 100 34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600. 

Oakland Museum of California. SuperAwesome: Art 
and Giant Robot: Eric Nakamura — the man behind 
Giant Robot magazine and its spinoffs — guest 
curates this exhibit of Asian-American pop culture 
that takes many forms, including murals, illustra- 
tions, installations, photos, toy figures, and more 
by Sean Chao, David Choe, Luke Chueh, Hamburger 
Eyes, Kozyndan, Masakatsu Sashie, Rob Sato, Amy 
Sol, Deth P Sun, Adrian Tomine, and many others. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 27. 
giantrobot.com. Sunshine and Superheroes: San 
Diego Comic-Con: Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 31. Vinyl: The Sound and Culture of 
Records: Record collectors have long known that 
album covers are some of the best art around. This 
exhibit presents not just covers but interviews with 
record collectors, listening stations that let groups 
of people listen to the same song, and even live 
music. It’s old school and new school, revolving 
around an analog product that is still hanging on 
to its place in the culture. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 27. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 
510-238-2200, www.museumca.org. 

The Presidio Trust. Crown Jewels: Five Great National 
Parks Around the World and the Challenges They 
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Face: Exhibit showcasing parks in Africa, Amazonia, 
Australia, Italy, and Tibet, with a focus on the 
ecological issues that threaten their continued 
existence. Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Aug. 17. 103 Montgomery, S.F., 
561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 


Randall Museum. Drop-In Family Ceramics Workshop: 


Each week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and 
ceramics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. 
Drop-In Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m. $4. Meet the Animals: Live presentations about 
the animals who live at the museum. Saturdays, 
11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, S.F., 554-9600, www. 
randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 


Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
Through Feb. 22, 2015. SFO International Terminal, 
S.F., 650-821-6700. 


UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A 


colorfully modular and interactive seating sculpture 
from the inventors of the parklet. Through Dec. 20, 
2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-0808, www. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Magic, Color, Flair: 


The World of Mary Blair: A career-spanning retro- 
spective of the artist whose vibrant and stylized 
designs influenced such memorable mid-century 
Disney films as Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Sept. 7. Leading Ladies and Femmes Fatales: The 
Art of Marc Davis: More than five dozen conceptual 
drawings, paintings, cels, and other artworks 
illustrate the creation of iconic Disney women, 
ranging from the good (Cinderella, Aurora, Tinker 
Bell) to the wonderfully wicked (Maleficent, Cruella 
de Vil). Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Nov. 3. 104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, 
www.waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 


Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed 
in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 
30, 2015. Free. Public Intimacy: Art & Other Ordinary 
Acts in South Africa: The SFMOMA and YBCA join 
forces for this group exhibit that illustrates the 
ways five South African artists attempt to inject 
creativity into quotidian social activities. Photog- 
raphy is a particular focus, with images from such 
stalwart South African photographers as David 
Goldblatt and Zanele Muholi. Thursdays-Sundays; 
First Tuesday of every month. Continues through 
June 29. Jacqueline Kiyomi Gordon: It Only Happens 
All of the Time: Sculptural sound installation by the 
Los Angeles audio artist and SFAI/Stanford grad. 
Fridays-Sundays. Continues through June 15. 701 
Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


TALKS 


18th Annual Effie Lee Morris Lecture: Bestselling 


Mexican-American author and illustrator Yuyi 
Morales shares her insights in this year’s fami- 
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ly-friendly lecture, “Creating Children’s Books: 
An Immigrant’s Story.” Tue., June 3, 6 p.m., free. 
Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 


The Bay to Sea Symposium: Two morning panel 


discussions and an afternoon keynote conver- 
sation explore the issues surrounding ocean 
conservation attempts. Sat., May 31, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., free, baytosea.eventbrite.com. Aquarium 
of the Bay, Embarcadero, S.F., 623-5300, www. 
aquariumofthebay.com. 


Before San Francisco: Shifting Sands, Spanish 


Swords, and the Birth of Yerba Buena: The San 
Francisco Time Travel Project revisits the era when 
the Bay Area was settled by native tribes, claimed by 
Spanish missionaries, and visited by frontiersmen 
before it became the city known today. Tue., June 
3, 6:30 p.m., $12-$15, oddsalon.com. California 
Historical Society Museum, 678 Mission, S.F., 357- 
1848, www.californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Dr. Seuss’ Literary Life: Dartmouth literature profes- 


sor Donald E. Pease discusses how Theodor Seuss 
Geisel went from ordinary cartoonist and ad creator 
to one of the most original and beloved children's 
authors of all time. Fri., May 30, noon, $7-$20. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, 
www.commonwealthclub.org. 


Edward St. Aubyn: The author of the Patrick Melrose 


novel series chats about his new book, Lost for 
Words, in conversation with Steven Winn. Mon., June 
2, 7:30 p.m., $27, cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 


Placebo and the Illusory Nature of Perception: Ask 


a Scientist and Wonderfest collaborate to explain 
why placebos and “fake” treatments can sometimes 
have (seemingly) beneficial results. Mon., June 
2, 7 p.m., free/donation, askascientistsf.com. 
SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 ith St., S.F., www. 
somastreatfoodpark.com. 


Timothy F. Geithner: The former U.S. Treasury 


Secretary discusses Stress Test: Reflections on 
Financial Crisis, his memoir about the recent 
economic meltdown, in conversation with Dr. Laura 
Tyson. Thu., May 29, 7 p.m., $35-$55 (includes 
book). Temple Emanu-El, 2 Lake, S.F., 751-2535, 
www.emanuelsf.org. 


West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 


and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 
10 a.m., $13-$20, 664-9500, wcl.org. Ferry Building, 
1 Ferry Building, S.F., www.ferrybuildingmarket- 
place.com. 


THEATER 


A Raisin in the Sun: Patricia McGregor directs this 


Cal Shakes revival of Lorraine Hansberry’s ever 
powerful African-American drama. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through June 15, $20-$72. Bruns 
Amphitheater, 100 California Shakespeare, Orinda, 
510-809-3290, www.calshakes.org. 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 


modern and classic short stories. First Monday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City 
Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, www. 
berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 


Quiet Lightning is a monthly submission-based reading series that forbids 
introductions or bantering from its authors. There shall be no shmoozing, 
no backstory or context, only the words as they were written on the page. 
The format prevents personality from taking over a reading, so that stories 
can strike hard and fast as lightning. While writers can submit their work, 
literature lovers can also submit themselves as curators and step into the 
role of choosing readers. Tonight’s event is curated by Kristen Kramer and 
Sarah Carpenter, and features Jen Sullivan Brych, whose work has appeared 
in the Los Angeles Times, Wired, and The Rumpus; SF Weekly “Best Writers 
Without a Book” Siamak Vossoughi and Marcus Lund; and nine others. En- 
joy these writers’ work on El Rio’s patio, and get inspired to do some writing 
of your own on Quiet Lightning-provided stationery and typewriters. 
Quiet Lighting starts at 8 p.m. at El Rio, 3158 Mission St., $.F. Ad- 
mission is $7-$10 sliding scale; visit quietlightning.org. Kate Conger 
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Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, 
www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

The Big Table Read: Alaska Is a Drag: Staged reading 
of a new screenplay by Shaz Bennett. Wed., May 
28, 7 p.m., $5-$15. Intersection for the Arts, 925 
Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Chasing Mehserle: In the follow-up to Mirrors in 
Every Corner, Oakland playwright Chinaka Hodge 
examines the aftermath of Oscar Grant's murder 
in a poetic, powerful new work that paints a rich 
portrait of acity in crisis. May 29-31, 8 p.m., $15-$25, 
zspace.org/quest-shows/chasing-mehserle. Z Space 
Studio, 450 Florida, S.F., 626-0453, www.zspace.org. 

The Crazed: Local writer Sally Dawidoff adapted Ha 
Jin's novel of the same name to create this new 
Central Works play about a young Chinese student, 
his bed-ridden professor, and political paranoia 
on the eve of the Tiananmen Square Massacre. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through June 22, $15-$28, centralworks. 
org. Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 
510-848-7800, www.berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

The Crucible: Revival of Arthur Miller's iconic play 
directed by Stuart Bousel. Sundays, 7 p.m.; Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through June 22, 
$15-$35. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, 
S.F., 798-2682, www.custommade.org. 

Daylighting: The Berkeley Stories Project: Playwright 
Dan Wolf and director Rebecca Novick weave true 
stories of Berkeley residents and city history into 
this new play that follows a young woman on an 
illuminating journey across town. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through June 22, $8-$25. Shotgun 
Players, 1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 510-841-6500, www. 
shotgunplayers.org. 

Devil Boys from Beyond: 1950s sci-fi gets campy and 
queer in this cross-dressing alien invasion comedy 
written by Buddy Thomas and Kenneth Elliott. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 28, 
$25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van 
Ness, S.F., 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

Dracula: Kellerson Productions tries to inject some 
fresh blood into Bram Stoker's classic vampire tale 
in this new adaptation directed by Becky Hirschfeld. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through May 
31, $30-$35, kellersonsdracula.brownpapertickets. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 

Each and Every Thing: Award-winning performer Dan 
Hoyle presents his new solo show, a “search for 
connection in the digital age” directed by Charlie 
Varon. Starting May 29, Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through July 12, 
$20-$50, danhoyle.com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 
Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Expulsion of Malcolm X: DeJuan Conner and Mi- 
chael Lange star as Malcolm X and Elijah Muhammad, 
respectively, in Larry Americ Allen's drama about 
the two men's complicated relationship within the 
Nation of Islam. Through May 31, $35-$40, color- 
sofvision.wix.com/c-o-v-e. Laney College Theater, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





WED 6/4 


Literature 


ARE WE CHEATING? 


“Is writing cheating?” 


com. Jonathan Kiefer 


900 Fallon, Oakland, 510-834-5740, www.laney.edu. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative 
fist at 21st century San Francisco culture in this 
fictional comic monologue directed by David Ford. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through July 
13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

The Good, the Bad, and the Improvised: BATS Im- 
prov creates a new Western every week based on 
audience suggestions. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through May 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Happy/Hungry: Bigger Than a Breadbox Theatre Co. 
presents a staged reading of a new play by Oren 
Stevens. May 30-31, 8 p.m., $8, btabtheatreco. 
org. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www. 
theexit.org. 

Homo File: Seth Eisen and Eye Zen recall the rebel- 
lious, erotic life of queer pioneer Sam Steward ina 
multimedia theatrical work that includes puppetry, 
projections, visual art, and more. Part of the 2014 
National Queer Arts Festival. Starting May 30, Fri- 
days, Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through June 15, $25-$35, homofile.eyezen.org. 
CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission, S.F., 626-2060, www. 
counterpulse.org. 

The Homosexuals: Chicago playwright Philip Dawkins 
makes his first foray onto a Bay Area stage with this 
witty tale about a group of gay friends. Sundays, 
2 p.m.; Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through June 28, $25-$45. New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, www. 
nctcsf.org. 

The Letters: ATC inaugurates its new performance 
space, Harry's UpStage, with this tense two-person 
drama set in the paranoid political milieu of Stalinist 
Russia. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 
p.m. Continues through June 8, $28-$32. Aurora 
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510- 
843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Fridays, 
8 p.m. Continues through May 31, $20-$100, mar- 
gagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F.,826-5750, www. 
themarsh.org. 

Nantucket: Mark Kenward solo show about growing 
up on the famous East Coast island where life is 
not always a vacation. Thursdays, Saturdays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through July 19, $25-$100, markkenward. 
com/nantucket. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, 510-704-8291, www.themarsh.org. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: 
You can't keep a good Cockette down, so the 
Thrillpeddlers are bringing back this raucous drag 


Like any novel, or essay, or poem, San Francisco author Anne Germana- 
cos’ new book, Tribute, comes at you one line at a time. Part of what dis- 
tinguishes Germanacos lines is the space she leaves between them, every 
one of them, rendering her prose in a sort of literary pointillism. Maybe 
it’s a mirror for our age of abundant Tweetage and attention shortage, in 
which, to borrow from the author herself, “If you can’t make something 
decent out of interruptions, you're doomed.” Maybe it’s a bold reduction 
to primordial linguistic economy. In any case, Germanacos gathers her 
gems into a great and luminous mosaic. A novel, an essay, a poem, even, in 
its way, amemoir, Tribute is a big book about grief and love and how to 
live, scaled to exacting smallness. As such, it’s a wonderfully conscientious 
answer to the three-word existential question Germanacos poses early on: 


Anne Germanacos reads from and discusses Tribute, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., S.F. Free; call 863-8688 or visit booksmith. 


mock-opera — previously described by SF Weekly's 
Chris Jensen as “The Mikado by way of Ziggy Star- 
dust, with alittle John Waters thrown in to keep the 
audience from getting too comfortable” — for the 
fifth anniversary of its original 2009 revival. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through June 28, 
$30-$35, thrillpeddlers.com. The Hypnodrome, 575 
10th St., S.F., 377-4202, www.thrillpeddlers.com. 

Pen/man/ship: Race, family, and history underlie the 
proceedings in the world premiere of Christina 
Anderson's new play set on a boat bound for Af- 
rica at the end of the 19th century. Sundays, 2:30 
p.m.; Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, 7 
p.m. Continues through June 15, $20-$60. Magic 
Theatre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, Marina & Buchanan, 
S.F., 441-8822, www.magictheatre.org. 

Seminar: Four wannabe writers and a less-than-ideal 
teacher reveal some unbecoming truths about the 
creative class in this satire by New York playwright 
Theresa Rebeck. Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Sun., June 1, 2 
p.m.; Sun., June 8, 2 p.m. Continues through June 
14, $30-$100. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
S.F., 677-9596, www.sfplayhouse.org. 

The Speakeasy: World premiere of the Boxcar 
Theatre's new immersive theatrical production in 
which attendees can move freely among multiple 
rooms while a large troupe of actors and musicians 
recreate dramatic scenes set in a Prohibition-era 
club/casino. In keeping with the speakeasy theme, 
the performance location is kept undisclosed until 
the day of the show. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through June 21, $65-$100+, thes- 
peakeasysf.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, 
S.F., 776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

Staying Wild: Teenagers get lost in the wilderness 
only to end up finding themselves in this world 
premiere musical from A.C.T.'s Young Conservatory 
program. Starting May 29, Thursdays-Saturdays, 
7:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 2 p.m. Continues through 
June 7, $20, act-sf.org. Theater at the Children’s 
Creativity Museum, 221 Fourth St., S.F., 820-3320, 
www.creativity.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. 
Neo-Futurists attempt to perform 30 short plays 
... in random order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with 
a ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar 
Playhouse, 505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, www. 
boxcartheatre.org. 

Walk Like a Man: Spoken word, drama, and comedy 
combine to tell 10 sexy stories in this erotic 
lesbian performance by Theatre Rhinoceros. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. 
Continues through June 15, $15-$35, therhino. 
org. A.C.T. Costume Shop Theater, 1117 Market, S.F., 
149-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

Word for Word: 36 Stories by Sam Shepard: Three 
dozen short prose works by the acclaimed play- 
wright are adapted for the stage by W4W’s Amy 
Kossow. Wednesdays-Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through June 22, $35-$55, 36stories.org. Z Below, 
470 Florida, S.F., 626-0453, www.zspace.org. 
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Up and Away 


Berkeley freedom allows French photographer to float. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


The dream first happened in 
1994, when Maia Flore was just 7 
years old, and it continued on and off 
for the next nine years: An older man 
is pushing Flore toward the sea — 
pushing, pushing — and Flore, al- 
most airborne, gets closer and closer 
to the water that she’s deathly afraid 
of. It was as if Alfred Hitchcock him- 
self were orchestrating Flore’s noc- 
turnal stirrings. In the dream, Flore 
would always wake up before she en- 
tered the waves. 

“At first, 1 wondered why this 
nightmare was coming back. Why 
did I have just this one nightmare?” 
says Flore, who’s now a photogra- 
pher based in southern France. ”! 
wanted to finish the story.” 

Flore tells that story through 
“Sleep Elevations,” a new exhib- 
it of photos at San Francisco's 
Modernbook Gallery that depict a 
girlish, orange-haired Flore in the 
air — slumped over and asleep as 
balloons, kites, ropes, and strange 
objects (including antlers) carry her 
over oceans, countryside, city cen- 
ters, and other outdoor expanses. 
Instead of going down a rabbit hole 
Lewis Carroll style, Flore heads up, 
up, up, into the clouds, into air- 
spaces that seem both freeing and 
terrifying — like an unconscious 
trapeze artist whose dangling could 
end at any second. 


When Flore first exhibited her 
“Sleep Elevations” series in Paris, 
at Galerie Madé in early 2012, it 
garnered enormous praise and 
established Flore as one of France’s 


most notable young photographers. 


Flore has since become a regular 
contributor to the country’s most 
prestigious paper, Le Monde, and 
now exhibits throughout Europe 
and the United States, witha 
particular connection to the Bay 
Area. Last year, Flore did a five- 
month arts residency in Berkeley, 
where she had access to high- 

end photo printers and other 
equipment that are difficult to find 
or are too expensive to use in her 
French hometown (Laroque des 
Albéres) and Paris (where she lives 
some of the time). In Berkeley, 
Flore also found inspiration in 

the “anything goes” arts climate, 
which contrasted hugely with the 
more tradition-based outlook 
that’s emphasized in France. Flore 
plans to return to the Bay Area for 
another residency, and will perhaps 
relocate here, later this year. “I fell 


in love with the Bay Area,” she says. 


“The life you have in the United 
States is something really special. 
I don’t feel the weight of history 
on my shoulders there. I feel more 
free.” 

“Sleep Elevations” works as 
a photo series because of its 
surreal, fairy tale qualities. Flying 


dreams are almost archetypal 
— an experience connected, 
psychoanalysts say, to people’s 
desire to liberate themselves from 
familiar constraints. In “Sleep 
Elevations,” Flore has seamlessly 
stitched her dreamy sleeping 
against background scenes of 
Europe that she photographed 
separately. For Flore, “Sleep 
Elevations” also worked as a kind of 
art therapy. In her dreams, the man 
pushing Flore was her grand-uncle 
— aman she didn't know very well 
but didn’t feel antagonistic toward. 
He died when Flore was around 10. 
“T don’t dream about it any- 
more,’ she says in a phone inter- 
view from France. “The pictures al- 
low me to have a different life — to 
not be me for a moment, and to see 
me ina different way. So it helps 
to discover who you are. In the 
picture, you don’t have to be afraid. 
It’s just a picture.” 


Romare Bearden, the great Afri- 
can-American artist who passed away 
in 1988, always had something new 
to say with his art. In the past three 
decades, curators have always found 
something new to say about Bearden. 
And so it is at Jenkins Johnson 
Gallery, where “Storyteller” presents 
Bearden as the consummate narrator 
— someone who could reinterpret 
Homer’s Odyssey with a series of color- 
ful silkscreens, like The Siren’s Song 








Sleep Elevations 9 


and Odysseus Leaves Nausicaa, both 
from 1979. 

Then there are Bearden’s more 
abstract watercolors from the same 
period, like The Watcher and Under 
the Bridge, that are reminders that 
Bearden excelled at all aspects of 
his craft, not just the collage work 
that, as it appeared on the covers 
of magazines like Time, burnished 
his reputation for thought-provok- 
ing imagery. 





Courtesy of Maia Flore 


Maia Flore: Sleep Elevations 


Through June 28 at Modernbook 
Gallery, 49 Geary St., S.F. Free; call 
732-0300 or visit modernbook.com. 


Romare Bearden: Storyteller 
Through June 21 at Jenkins 


Johnson Gallery, 464 Sutter St., 
S.F. Free; call677-0770 or visit 


jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 





Know Your Street Art 


Rush Hour 
2.0 


1125 Market St. 


In November of 2012, three 
of the Bay Area's most notable street 


artists — Cannon Dill, Zio Ziegler, and 
Feral Child — collaborated on a lengthy 
wall that fronted a mid-Market building 
project. The resulting work, Rush Hour, 
was clever and enthralling, showing a 
black-and-white wolf with human 
hands (Dill’s work) sneaking away from 
a heavily tattooed black-and-white fig- 
ure (Ziegler’s work) amid colorful, odd 
abstract shapes (Child’s work). That 
Rush Hour held up for as long as it did, 
without major tagging and erosion, was 
a testament to the trio’s handiwork. But 
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erode it did — at least enough that Dill, 
Ziegler, and Child have now redone 
their piece. “We decided,” Dill says, “to 
update the wall because it had been 
pretty much destroyed.” 

The new Rush Hour is even more 
clever and enthralling. Dill’s wolf 
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is now on its back, its left hand 
crossing its fingers for good luck, 

a sly grin on its face. Ziegler’s tat- 
tooed figure is denser than ever, its 
limbs wrapped around itself like a 
tangled Houdini. Both creatures are 
now brown and black. Child, mean- 
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Mike Koozmin 


while, has replaced his abstract 
shapes with a kind of brain/lava 
lamp that’s emitting colorful energy 
waves to both figures. (Child has 
also replaced his signature on the 
wall, using his given name, Brett 
Flanigan.) 





If that weren’t enough, Rush Hour 
has now been joined by a next-door 
street work at 1127 Market St. that 
features an assemblage of striking 
images, including a young man’s face 
done by the Spanish street artist 
Aryz. The wide-eyed young man is 
staring toward the direction of Dill’s 
wolf, essentially making Aryz’s wall 
a connecting work to Rush Hour. The 
wall at 1127 Market St. fronts the 
future home of ACT’s The Strand, 

a theater that is almost 100 years 
old and being rebuilt from its last 
days as a dilapidated porno venue. 
The theater is expected to open in 
January 2015. 1125 Market St. is 
home to a future apartment build- 
ing, which will open sometime after 
The Strand does. Rush Hour’s redo, 
then, should be good for at least 
nine months. After that, who knows 
what Dill, Ziegler, and Child will do 
for another encore. JC 
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THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


The Rubber State 


By Siouxsie Q 


California has the fourth- 
highest unemployment rate in the 
country; as of 2013, 8 percent of our 
state was out of work. 

With so many Californians already 
unemployed, I am appalled by a bill 
that passed the California Assembly 
Appropriations Committee last week 
that would contribute to thousands 
more lost jobs here in the Bay Area 
and statewide, including, perhaps, 
my own. Assembly Bill 1576, which 
was introduced this year by Assembly 
member Isadore Hall, D-Compton, 
would require mandatory condom use 
in adult films produced in the Golden 
State. This is not the first time Hall has 
pushed for more latex in porn; he was 
also behind a similar 
mandate, Los An- 
geles County’s Mea- 
sure B, in 2012. 

But this bill is 
about so much more 
than bareback sex. 

Anti-porn activ- 





vaginal and anal sex. Though Mod be- 
lieves the current system is adequate, 
2013 saw five performers test positive 
for HIV, resulting in three indus- 
try-wide moratoriums on production. 

It’s exciting to see lawmakers dis- 
cussing the health and safety of sex 
workers, but I fear that lawmakers are 
not listening to the workers whom 
AB 1576 would actually affect. Inde- 
pendent and mainstream performers 
alike have been tweeting up a storm 
and road-tripping to Sacramento 
to speak out against the bill, yet it 
passed the Appropriations Committee 
in a nine-to-three vote. 

Supporters of the bill claim that it 
is amove to keep performers in the 
industry safe, but Lee says, “The work- 
ers who will be affected by this bill did 
not have a voice in 
creating it, and the 
people it says it will 
protect, it will actu- 
ally harm.” 

However, Hall’s 
office insists that 
“tons and tons of 
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piece with legislation,” she said. 

I don’t think this bill is about pro- 
tecting adult performers from STIs; I 
think it’s part of a multipronged strat- 
egy — the so-called Gulliver strategy 
— to shut down the porn industry in 
California. Politicians have painted sex 
workers as victims in order to pass leg- 
islation such as Measure B and Prop. 
35 that further criminalizes sex work, 
and I worry this is happening with AB 
1576, 

Local performers and producers 
are concerned about the bill because, 
as San Francisco-based performer 
and director Lorelei Lee says, porn 
production jobs will vanish. “Tf this law 
were to pass, the likelihood that you 
would actually see more condoms in 
your porn is zero,’ Lee says. “Larger 
companies will probably move out 
of California, which displaces a lot of 
people’s jobs — not just performers 
but editors, janitors, and crafts ser- 
vices people as well.” 

The bill “doesn’t take into account 
the system that we already have,” 
says Mickey Mod, another Bay Area 
performer. Performers are currently 
required to be tested for STIs every 14 
days and be verified through the Per- 
former Availability Screening Services 
(PASS) secure database. The new state 
mandate would require a slightly less 
comprehensive STI test every 14 days, 
as well as mandatory condoms for 


from the porn industry. 

Personally? I always get nervous 
when politicians tell me they are 
speaking for sex workers who are too 
vulnerable to speak for themselves. “I 
continue to have an open-door policy 
with the industry,” Hall tells me. “It is 
very clear that they don’t want con- 
doms in the industry. To me, that is 
the only place we can begin.” 

In addition to jobs moving out 
of state, Lee also fears that some 
less-than-ethical companies may 
choose to ignore the legislation and 
continue shooting bareback porn 
illegally. Lee points out, “When sex 
workers’ jobs become illegal, their jobs 
become much more dangerous.” 

If Hall were truly invested in cre- 
ating safer working conditions for sex 
workers, perhaps he would draft legis- 
lation that protects their livelihoods. 
If I can put on my grumpy Republican 
uncle hat for amoment, Sacramento 
lawmakers should be drafting legisla- 
tion to create jobs, not send them to 
other states. 

Fortunately, AB 1576 has a long 
way to go before it becomes a law. If 
you believe that sex workers should 
have a say in laws that are written 
about them, please write to your As- 
sembly representative and say a little 
prayer for porn in California. 


SiouxsieQ@SFWeekly.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 


A Million Ways to Die in the West 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
Surround Seth MacFarlane with an il- 
lustrious cast of stars — including 
Charlize Theron, Liam Neeson, 
Amanda Seyfried, Neil Patrick Harris, 
Sarah Silverman, and Giovanni Ribisi 
— and he’s still a terrible actor. Such is 
the central problem with A Million 
Ways to Die in the West, a Western com- 
edy in which the Family Guy and Ted 
creator vainly attempts to generate 
laughs from the contrast between his 
19th-century setting and his nerdy 
sheep-farmer protagonist Albert's 
habit of speaking like a 21st-century 
wiseass. If that sounds like a dreary 
device upon which to base a film, it’s 
merely one of many issues plaguing 
this dud, which spends most of its pro- 
longed 116-minute runtime segueing 
between wannabe-scandalous profan- 
ity and filth, and insufferable narrative 
clichés involving Albert’s efforts to win 
back his ex-girlfriend (Seyfried) from a 
mustached jerk (Patrick Harris) with 
the help of a beauty (Theron) who’s 
married to a notorious gunslinger 
(Neeson). The proceedings’ humor is 
primarily predicated on inappropriate- 
ness, be it of a sexual or racist sort. Yet 
the material’s desire to shock is almost 
as juvenile as the time spent on un- 
funny, momentum-killing dramatic 
developments is frustrating. Through 
it all, MacFarlane’s co-stars gamely 
ham it up in bits involving facial se- 
men, hats full of diarrhea, and other 
assorted nastiness, sullying their own 
names alongside a headliner whose 
own screen presence is gratingly 
wooden. Spending copious time bash- 
ing the Old West as nightmarishly ar- 
chaic, the smutty, smart-alecky A 
Million Ways to Die in the West does lit- 
tle more than make one pine for an era 
before the cinema du MacFarlane. 


Nick Schager 
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The Dance of Reality 
Not rated. Opens Friday 
at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
The Dance of Reality is Alejandro 
Jodorowsky’s first film in decades, and 
is clearly the work of the same man 
who made El Topo and The Holy Moun- 
tain in the 1970s. It’s a dreamlike auto- 
biographical tale about growing up a 
Ukrainian-Jewish immigrant in 1930s 
Chile, with the present-day 
Jodorowsky appearing as a spirit guide 
to his younger self (Jeremias Herskov- 
its), and Alejandro’s son Brontis play- 
ing his own grandfather as an 
emotionally and physically abusive 
Stalin wannabe. The narrative is 
straightforward, splitting time be- 
tween the son and father — and Bron- 
tis gives an astonishing, fearless 
performance — though it’s also filled 
with all the nudity, violence, ampu- 
tees, little people, and other apparent 
non sequiturs that one expects from 
prime Jodorowsky. (Alejandro’s also as 
gleefully anti-clerical as ever; a shot of 
a Christ statue's head exploding is fol- 
lowed by a character bemoaning a 
world in which people dress up dogs in 
costumes.) Reality is something of a 





The Year of Jodorowsky 
ontinues. 





This guy again. 


companion piece to the recent 
Jodorowsky’s Dune documentary, and 
though seeing the documentary first 
provides interesting context, it’s not 
absolutely necessary. Indeed, The 
Dance of Reality may be confounding 
to those whose first exposure to him 
was Jodorowsky’s Dune (or who are un- 
accustomed to surrealism), but for the 
rest of us, it’s wonderful to have a mas- 
ter back at work. Sherilyn Connelly 


Cold in July 

Not Rated. Opens Friday. 
Not a light comedy at the expense of 
San Francisco after all, Coldin July 
transpires as a ripping good if increas- 
ingly risible Texas-set indie thriller, 
with Michael C. Hall doing a Dexter flip 
side as the nervous killer of a home in- 
vader whom scary looming patriarch 
Sam Shepard intends to avenge. Or so 
it seems at first. Things get twisty 
right quick, as they'll need to in order 
to accommodate scene-thief Don 
Johnson as a gruffly comical private 
eye. The movie makes a point of being 
full of surprises, but what’s most un- 
expected and satisfying is the chemis- 
try of its three leads. With co-writer 
Nick Damici, director Jim Mickle 
wrings maximum what-next? suspense 
from Joe R. Lansdale’s novel, a pol- 
ished pulp compendium of cop con- 
spiracies, snuff films, Dixie Mafia 
menace, and pervasive angst about 
manliness in general and fatherhood 
in particular. Doting on 1980s period 
details and grooving to a synth-throb 
soundtrack straight out of John Car- 
penter, Mickle harkens back to a time 
when he must have been soaking up 
horror flicks with diligence and glee. 
Aside from reverence and competence, 
Cold in July doesn't really add a lot to 
the canon, but it restores some genre 
craftiness that’s been lost over the 
years to attrition. Jonathan Kiefer 
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OPENING 


The Grand Seduction Don McKellar’s comedy The 
Grand Seduction is an English-language remake 
of the Québécois Seducing Doctor Lewis, with a 
few hints of Bill Forsythe’s Local Hero. Tickle Head, 
an economically depressed Newfoundland fishing 
harbor of fewer than 150 people, needs to find a 
doctor to convince an oil company to establish a 
job-creating facility in town. Protagonist and de 
factor mayor Murray (Brendan Gleeson) concocts 
a plan to lure in hunky city doctor Paul (Taylor 
Kitsch) and make him fall in love with Tickle Head, 
mostly by convincing the townsfolk to pretend to 
like the English sport of cricket, Lamb Dhansak, 
fusion jazz, and more of Paul's other curiously 
multicultural interests. The picture is refreshing 
in its refusal to exalt small-town folk as somehow 
more noble or pure (The Grand Deception would be a 
more accurate title), as is its acknowledgment that 
bringing in an oil company is a Faustian solution at 
best. Unfortunately, the female characters are a 
tad undercooked, especially Postmistress Kathleen 
(Liane Balaban), the town’s moral center. Still, The 
Grand Seduction often works with the logic of a 
fable — indeed, the final shot is practically begging 
for “And They All Lived Happily Ever After” — and if 
certain plot elements don’t quite stand up under 
scrutiny, that’s also part of its charm. (SC) 


ONGOING 


Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case Andreas Johnsen’s doc- 


umentary Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case takes place 
shortly after Beijing conceptual artist Ai Weiwei 
was kidnapped and held in secret for 81 days by the 
Chinese authorities. He returns home under house 
arrest, during which time Johnsen’s film crew has 
full access and Weiwei is allowed to have visitors, but 
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it mostly seems to be so the authorities can more 
easily harass him: He’s under constant surveillance, 
and they not only try to eradicate his name from the 
Chinese internet, they charge his company “Fake 
Ltd.” with $2.5M in tax evasion. (Curiously, when 
the authorities order the accountant and manager 
of the obviously real Fake Ltd. to leave Beijing, 
nobody can reach said accountant and manager in 
the first place.) Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case is as much 
about Weiwei as the shifting roles of repression 
and dissent in China — his mother observes that 
during the persecution of intellectuals in 1957, the 
government likely would have just assassinated 
Weiwei — and for as understandably weary as he 
is, he keeps his spirits up, creating a whole new 
art installation under their noses, and remaining 
optimistic that this regime will eventually fall. Ai 
Weiwei: The Fake Case demonstrates a simple truth 
that repressive governments never quite grasp: 
Don't fuck with a trickster. (SC) 


Breastmilk Dana Ben-Ari’s humane documentary 


Breastmilk dithers at first, seeming confused and 
overwhelmed by a simple yet complex topic, but 
maybe that's the only authentic way to approach 
it. Discussion ranges widely, from the fuzzy politics 
of maternity leave to the finer nuances of lactation 
porn. One weary mom points out that manufactured 
infant formula was the great hope and all the rage 
just a generation ago; now the peer-pressure 
consensus is that it’s practically poison, even to talk 
about. Made with the imprimatur of executive pro- 
ducers Ricki Lake and Abby Epstein, who together 
made the 2008 documentary The Business of Being 
Born, Ben-Ari's film doesn’t deliver a particular 
critique so much as assemble an intimate cultural 
snapshot. Sportingly, it has a wise and well-adjusted 
Ph.D. on hand to suggest that anyone threatened by 
female ejaculatory potential should alternatively 
consider “thinking of the penis as breastly, that 
might be more fun.” (JK) 


Chinese Puzzle Cédric Klapisch’s romantic comedy 


continues the transcontinental adventures of the 
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beautiful French people chronicled in his previous 
films, Russian Dolls and L'auberge Espagnole, 
though Puzzle provides enough backstory for 
newbies to the series. When his ex-wife Wendy 
(Kelly Reilly) relocates to New York with their 
children, hunky series protagonist Xavier follows 
along, moving in first with his pal Isabelle (Cécile 
De France) and then into Isabelle’s girlfriend Ju’s 
(Sadrine Holt) old Chinatown apartment, all while 
struggling with complications including but not lim- 
ited to writer's block, language barriers, American 
xenophobia, immigration officials suspicious of his 
marriage to a Chinese-American woman (Li Jun Li), 
and the appearance of his other ex, Martine (Audrey 
Tautou). No one plot element is more important 
than any other in Chinese Puzzle — which takes 
place over the course of a busy year — and it’s less 
about the specifics of life’s challenges than how the 
characters respond to them. It’s also a celebration 
of modern New York from an outsider’s perspective, 
making Chinatown look like a perfectly pleasant 
place to move into. The breezy Chinese Puzzle 
is no less concerned with what it means to be 40 
than This Is 40, and the phrase “It's complicated” 
is used even more than in It’s Complicated. (SC) 


Fed Up Alternately depressing, infuriating, and 


terrifying, Fed Up tackles the issue of American 
obesity with clear-sighted reasoning that makes 
it the rare agitprop documentary to convince 
through activist outrage. Stephanie Soechtig's 
film (narrated by Katie Couric) addresses only 
one side of its subject, since its overwhelming 
and conclusive data and commonsense logic make 
the case that our domestic food environment has 
been taken over by innumerable processed foods 
that — whether they're labeled as regular or ‘fat 
free” — are dangerously saturated with sugar. 
To director Soechtig and her many talking-head 
experts and politicians (including Bill Clinton), 
that fact is the underlying reason for the country's 
escalating diabetes epidemic, and one compounded 
by food businesses’ highly calculated marketing 
of unhealthy and addictive products to kids via 
advertising, and sale of them to adolescents via 
school lunch programs now dominated by fast 
food items. That most government attempts to 
combat this problem are stymied by industry 
lobbying — including Michelle Obama's “Let's Move” 
campaign, which is presented as an initiative diluted 
by corporate pressures — is merely further cause 
for alarm, according to the movie. Foreseeing a 
looming health care crisis, the film proves more 
heavily weighted toward censure than providing 
concrete solutions. Nonetheless, it remains an 
eye-opening exposé about the sugary foods that 
surround us at every turn, and a persuasive call to 
arms against a predatory industry whose sodas and 
candies should, it says, be demonized as harmful 
products at odds with the public health. (NS) 


Ida Pawel Pawlikowski's atmospheric, black and white 


Idais a film out of time, like a 1950s Andrzej Wajda 
script directed by Jim Jarmusch in the 1980s. And 
that befits the title character, an orphan raised in 
a convent in early 1960s Poland who thinks her 
name is Anna (Agata Trzebuchowska). On the eve 
of taking her vows, the Mother Superior sends 
Anna to visit her weary Communist aunt Wanda 
(Agneta Kulesza), who reveals that Anna’s real 
name is Ida, and that her parents were a Jewish 
couple killed during the Occupation. What follows 
is aroad movie as Ida and Wanda try to find Ida's 
parents’ graves, and Ida tries to make sense of the 
world outside the convent, a world which hasn't yet 
made sense of itself: a Poland of older people trying 
to come to terms with what they did to survive 
during Fascism, and just as uncertain about the 
new Communist regime, while the younger people 
find escape by playing John Coltrane in jazz clubs. 
But Ida is just as much about Trzebuchowska’s big, 
onyx-colored eyes, which reveal everything and 
nothing, and the compositions which frequently 
place her at the bottom of the frame — all the better 
for the weight of the strange world to rest on her 


shoulders. (SC) 


Words and Pictures Say this for Batman vs. Superman: 


You do at least kinda want to see how that'll play 
out. Less so Words and Pictures, which hinges 
on another for-argument's-sake sort of conflict, 
even if the conjunction in its title implies magnan- 
imous harmony. Now, in writer Gerald Di Pego and 
director Fred Schepisi’s defense, it can't be easy 
dramatizing the tedium of an essentially semantic 
dispute. Certainly they don't make it look easy. Ata 


EAT MUSIC 


very phony-seeming Maine prep school, the rakish 
English teacher, played by Clive Owen, starts a silly 
feud with the stern new art teacher, played by 
Juliette Binoche, to determine whether words or 
pictures are the superior means of creative human 
expression. Fully conscripted into this battle (but 
never fully characterized), their students mostly 
just add drag. Meanwhile the word guy’s problem 
with alcohol is getting worse, and so is the picture 
lady's arthritis, which must partly explain why their 
courtship, presumably meant to evoke vintage 
battle-of-the-sexes screwball wit, instead seems 
sodden and stiff. To their great credit, not once do 
the leads behave like they're above this utterly 
cornball material, but that almost makes it worse: 
These are two actors for whom it really hurts to feel 
embarrassed. In the end, and not quite in the way 
the filmmakers were going for, no one wins. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Sistah Sinema: Screening 
of the indie lesbian feature Margarita, plus the short 
film Brazos Largos. Fri., May 30, 8 p.m. $7-$12. 
sistahsinema.com. Other Cinema: Avant to Live: 
Other Cinema wraps up its spring season with 
radical short films by Craig Baldwin, Bryan Boyce, 
James T. Hong, Salise Hughes, Jeremy Rourke, 
Sylvia Schedelbauer, and more. Sat., May 31, 8 p.m. 
$7. othercinema.com. 992 Valencia, San Francisco, 
824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

Brava Theater Center. Be You, Be Real, Be Heard: The 
Family Service Agency of San Francisco presents 
a student-made film project highlighting youth 
issues. Wed., May 28, 6:30 p.m. free. 2781 24th St., 
San Francisco, 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

The Castro Theatre. 19th San Francisco Silent Film 
Festival: It's time to once again enjoy the silence 
as the SFSFF brings nearly 20 B+W feature films — 
from the United States, Britain, France, Germany, 
Japan, Sweden, and ye olde USSR — to the Castro 
Theatre for a very full weekend of wordless cinema 
accompanied by live musicians. May 29-June 
1. $13-$20 per screening. silentfilm.org. A Film 
About Coffee: San Francisco premiere of a new 
globe-trotting documentary. Tue., June 3, 7:30 
p.m. $15. afilmaboutcoffee.com. 429 Castro, San 
Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. God's Pocket: John Slattery (Mad Men's 
Roger Sterling) makes his directorial debut with this 
dramedy starring Philip Seymour Hoffman, Christina 
Hendricks, John Turturro, and Richard Jenkins. 
Daily. Ida: Director Pawel Pawlikowski returns 
to his native Poland for this solemn drama that's 
haunted by the spectres of its nation’s complicitous 
history. Daily. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: The 
Bawdy Caste performs onstage while the ultimate 
cult film plays in the background. Last Saturday of 
every month, 11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
Market/SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Howard the 
Duck: June 2014 is dedicated to George Lucas at 
Bad Movie Night — and as hosts Sherilyn Connelly, 
Mike Spiegelman, and Maura Sipila discover with 
tonight's dud, a talking duck can be just as grating as 
a Gungan. Sun., June 1, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Davies Symphony Hall. S.F. Symphony: Fantasia: Sarah 
Hicks conducts the live score to Disney's animated 
classic. Sat., May 31, 8 p.m.; Sun., June 1, 4 p.m. 
$51-$176. 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, 
www.sfsymphony.org. 

Dolby Laboratories. Three Hungry Teens: Rough 
Cuts hosts a work-in-progress screening of a new 
documentary by Vanessa Lemaire. Tue., June 3, 
7:30 p.m. $9. sfroughcuts.com. 100 Potrero, San 
Francisco, 558-0200, www.dolby.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Fading Gigolo: John 
Turturro and Woody Allen star in Turturro’s new 
comedy that is, despite initial appearances, not 
actually a Woody Allen film. Daily. Fed Up: Director 
Stephanie Soechtig and producer/narrator Katie 
Couric take on the American food industry in this 
documentary that boldly aims to “change the 
way you eat forever.” Daily. Belle: Austenesque 
costume drama meets the decidedly inelegant 
subject of 18th century slavery in this true-life tale 


of Dido Elizabeth Belle, the illegitimate mixed race 
daughter of a British Admiral. Daily. Palo Alto: If you 
missed its debut at this year’s S.F. International Film 
Festival, here’s another chance to catch young Gia 
Coppola's moody cinematic adaptation of James 
Franco's book about an adolescence spent in 
you-know-where. Daily. Only Lovers Left Alive: 
daily. Chinese Puzzle: daily. The Grand Seduction: 
This new comedy from Canada’s Don McKellar is 
actually a remake of a previous Canadian film, La 
Grande Séduction, only this time in English. Starting 
May 30. Daily. Cold in July: starting May 30. Daily. 
1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Letterman Digital Arts Center. The Pink Room: 
Benefit screening of the documentary about sex 
trafficking in Cambodia. Wed., May 28, 7 p.m. $25. 
One Letterman Drive, San Francisco, lucasfilm. 
com/letterman-digital-arts-center-san-francisco. 

Marina Theatre. House of Temptation: Gala premiere of 
Doc Zee’s new independent thriller filmed in Bodega 
Bay. Sun., June 1, 6 p.m. $25-$50. houseoftempta- 
tion.brownpapertickets.com. 2149 Chestnut, San 
Francisco, 345-1323, www.Intsf.com. 

Mutiny Radio. La Mission: Screening of Benjamin and 
Peter Bratt’s barrio drama with the door proceeds 
benefiting Mutiny Radio. Mon., June 2, 8 p.m. $3. 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, www.mutinyradio.fm. 

Oddball Films. Klik! Amsterdam Animation Festival: 
Midnight Madness: The touring Dutch animation 
fest shares some of its strangest submissions from 
around the world. Thu., May 29, 8 p.m. $10. The Saul 
Bass Treatment: A half-hour documentary and 
series of short films pay tribute to the legendary 
graphic designer whose film title sequences rank 
among the finest in cinema history. Fri., May 30, 8 
p.m. $10. 275 Capp, San Francisco, 558-8112, www. 
oddballfilms.com. 

Opera Plaza Cinemas. The Galapagos Affair: With a 
subtitle like “Satan Came to Eden,” you know things 
will almost certainly go awry in this documentary 
about pre-WWIl Europeans who attempted to escape 
society in the wilds of the Galapagos Islands — but 
soon learned you can never truly escape the human 
beast. Daily. The Double: Dostoyevsky’s novella 
becomes a black comedy with Jesse Eisenberg as 
a timid office drone taunted by his cocky lookalike 
in this ever brisk and intricately wry film. Daily. Ai 
Weiwei: The Fake Case: through May 29. The Dance 
of Reality: starting May 30. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Pier 70. Bullitt: Free screening of the Steve McQueen 
cop classic that makes everyone want to bomb their 
car down the hills of San Francisco. Fri., May 30, 8 
p.m. free. 22nd St., San Francisco, www.pier7Osf.org. 

Roxie Theater. Breastmilk: The filmmaker appears in 
person at select screenings on Friday and Saturday. 
Through May 29. Documented: Filmmaker (and 
Pulitzer-winning journalist) Jose Antonio Vargas 
appears in person to present a Thursday sneak 
preview of his documentary about being a gay — and 
undocumented — Filipino-American, with regular 
daily screenings during the week that follows. 
Through May 29. $7.50-$10. documentedthefilm. 
com. Fourth San Francisco Green Film Festival: 
Following a Thursday opening premiere at the 
Aquarium of the Bay, the SFGFF moves into the 
Roxie for six days and nights of documentaries and 
short films focusing on the environment and our 
impact upon it. Additional programs include panel 
discussions, workshops, media socials, and more. 
May 29-June 4. $15 (or $250 for full festival pass). 
sfgreenfilmfest.org. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

SFJAZZ Center. Marc Ribot: The chameleonic guitarist 
performs a live score to Charlie Chaplin's The Kid. 
Thu., May 29, 7:30 p.m. $25-$45. 205 Franklin, San 
Francisco, 866-920-5299, www.sfjazz.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Astonishing Anima- 
tion: The Films of Hayao Miyazaki and Studio Ghibli: 
Monthlong 35mm retrospective of the beloved 
Japanese filmmaker, with all your favorite cat 
buses, wolf gods, sky castles, and other fantastic 
creations paying a visit. Thu., May 29; Sat., May 31; 
Sun., June 1. $8-$10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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THE FOOD NETWORK LOSES ITS WAY 


Loss of 
Appetite 


It takes awhile for it to dawn 
on you that you've been had. All those 
hours spent watching perky people 
take you through the steps of how to 
make the perfect pulled-pork supper, 
or big-game snack buffet, or Christ- 
mas cookies to share with your neigh- 
bors were all in vain: You haven't 
cooked or baked a goddamn thing 
from any of these shows. That’s be- 
cause the Food Network isn’t really 
about teaching us anything; it’s about 
the personalities on the network itself. 

They deal in archetypes: the 
Italian hottie with scoopable boobs, 
the Southern Belle who finds “bad” 
foods naughty, the rugged Western 
wife of a cattle castrator, Sammy 
Hagar and his exxxtreme kitchen, 
the black couple who loves food 
and family, and 
the Not-Quite- 
Ready-For-PBS 
cooking show 
hosts like Al- 
ton Brown and 
Bobby Flay. This 
universalism led 
to the network's 
rapid rise on 
basic cable after 
its debut 20 years 
ago. It’s also the 
reason you see 
it on TV sets all 
over the city, from your gym to 
Wells Fargo. It’s Foodsak: Muzak for 
your eyes. 

But the Food Network is at a 
crossroads. Its ratings in 2013 were 
already sagging when it decided to 
dump Paula Deen, further sending 
its numbers downward. Journalist 
Allen Salkin published the book 
From Scratch: Inside the Food Net- 
work, chronicling the rise of the age 
of celebrity chefs and the channel. 
He told food site The Braiser that 
the network was a “massive cultural 
force, but he now sees it as being 
stuck in a rut. To wit, its show 
The Next Food Network Star, which 
crowned as its last winner a predict- 
ably safe Kentucky girl named Dar- 
maris Phillips. “The problem is,” says 
Salkin, “the network itself doesn’t 
even know what a Food Network 
Star is anymore.” The show that 
Phillips got produced as a prize for 
winning is relegated to early Satur- 
day mornings, as it probably should 
be. It’s dull. 

There really haven’t been any 
breakaway stars generated by the 
competition since second-season 
winner Guy Fieri. Ugh, where to 
start with this guy. His show Guy’s 
Big Bite, where he cooks in his kitch- 
en for the camera, is actually palat- 
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able to sit through, but every time 
I see him, Motley Crue’s “Kickstart 
My Heart” cues up in my brain and 
I picture him devil-hornin’ it on the 
roof of a Camaro going 110 mph. 
Ah, if only he was heading for a low 
freeway overpass. He’s got nothing 
on the other guy (pun intended) 
who won his season, the cloyingly 
disingenuous “Sandwich King” Jeff 
Mauro, who was that dude in high 
school who was trying as hard as 
possible to win “Boldest.” For some 
reason the Food Network has added 
him to its chat-show The Kitchen, 
where he’s juxtaposed against peo- 
ple like the stoic Geoffrey Zakarian 
and Billy Joel’s ex, Katie Lee. He’s 
annoying as hell on his own; he 
doesn’t need contrast to emphasize 
this point. 

This whole thing reminds me of 
another seminal basic cable channel, 
MTV. Back when it used to play mu- 
sic videos and, you know, actually be 
about music, it was dragged kicking 

and screaming 
out of honky 
town and into 
the urban mar- 
ket. No one was 
more surprised 
than execs were 
that Yo! MTV 
Raps became 
their highest-rat- 
ed show. I’m not 
saying the Food 
Network should 
give Lil Wayne 
his own cooking 
show (Sizzurp!) but don’t be scared 
to insert a new archetype. 

This season of The Next Food Net- 
work Star starts June 1, and from 
the teaser it looks like the Usual 
Gang of Idiots, to steal a line from 
Mad magazine. It’s a mixture of all 
the same people we’ve seen before: 
The Cowboy, The Health Nut, The 
Edgy Broad, The Nerdy Asian Dork, 
The Dingbat, The Adonis, plus the 
wild cards, like The One Who Was 
Near Death and Food Saved His/Her 
Life, and the woman who will proba- 
bly win, The Motherly Woman Who 
Makes International Cuisine Look 
Easy. Actually that is the one thing 
that the network really could use; its 
idea of foreign food is always Italian 
or Mexican. Thai, Burmese, Chinese, 
Peruvian... hell, even German foods 
are all rarely seen. 

How about a Duck Dynasty-style 
reality show about a family in the 
food business? Say a winery or an 
organic farm? Or find the biggest 
hits on YouTube and spotlight them 
each week. Who doesn’t want to see 
the Vegan Black Metal Chef show 
Giada how to make pad thai? No 
one, that’s who. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 






MS eee 
sont Nes 


Se oC 
. a : P : ae 
e | ‘a es n SN nae | 





e t 





PARK ON 22ND OR DRIVE THRU THE GATE DOWN TO THE PIER PARKING LOT 


' : 


= a — — ies 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 





MAY 28-JUNE 3, 2014 33 


EAT MUSIC 


FULL 
BAR 


WITH WEEKLY ROTATING 


DRAFT SPECIALS 
CRAFT & IMPORT BOTTLES 


OMMY5 


OYNT 


FOOD & BEVERAGE Co. 


THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 
tH; 


Th 
=) atom me) od =a Om) U1 4 


A SAN FRANCISCO 
TRADITION 
FOR OVER 60 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 


VTA 


WAlsia als] Maetsh ie 


Simple . Fresh . Delicious 
St 
HtSi Ut 


Btn 


Voted Best Banh Mi 
& Voted SF's Top Ten 


Best Sandwiches 


Banh Mi. Vermicelll 


Rice Plates . Salads 


OF) K=Va tale 


Eat In - Take Out - Catering 
309 6th Ave @ Clement 


415-876-0283 
Thaa=\valesuat-laalcolelaatslimexelan 





34 | MAY 28-JUNE 3, 2014 | 











“THESE ARE SANDWICHES WORTHY OF A CHEAT DAY OR HUNGOVER SATURDAY.” 


Bacon Rising 


Haight cafe Bacon Bacon is more than just anovelty, despite its now-viral status. 


By Anna Roth 


Ah, bacon, that undying 
American obsession. Salty, cured pork 
belly has been part of the country’s 
diet since the beginning, but the ba- 
con mania that we have indulged over 
the past few years has more to do with 
our times than any sense of heritage. 
Bacon is unpretentious; the meat of 
the people in the age of the one per- 
cent. Bacon is indulgent; eating it feels 
like an act of rebellion in an time of 
rising obesity and heart disease. Ba- 
con is delicious; beloved by everyone 
from Thomas Keller to Homer Simp- 
son. And bacon is a stupid thing to 
take seriously, which is why bacon-in- 
fused everything — air fresheners, 
candles, cologne, toothpaste, personal 
lubricant — has become one of the In- 
ternet’s favorite jokes. 

Since its inception in 2011, Ba- 
con Bacon has served big, messy, 
porky sandwiches and other ba- 
con-infused items with more than 
a slight wink at its audience. It 
started as a food truck, of course, 
but then grew into a cafe in the Up- 
per Haight that was shut down last 
year when neighbors complained 
about the overwhelming smell of 
pork coming from the kitchen. The 
story wafted through the Internet, 
eventually climbing the heights of 
Viral Mountain to become an item 
on an Amy Poehler-hosted “Week- 
end Update” on Saturday Night 
Live. (The bit revolved around the 
problems with complaining to cops 
about pig smell.) 

Nearly a year later, Bacon Bacon 
owner Jim Angeles has won the day 
and reopened his shuttered cafe. 
He had to make changes: install 
a new ventilator system, for one, 
and move the kitchen for his trucks 
elsewhere, which meant he had to 
get the space rezoned by the city. 

It still feels like a victory. There are 
now a few tables instead of just a 
walkup counter and a vintage red 
coin-operated pig ride for the kids. 
But the most impressive thing 
about Bacon Bacon is that the food 
is more than just a novelty. For the 
most part, these are seriously good 
sandwiches, worthy of a cheat day 
or hungover Saturday, and, most 
importantly, a return visit. 

Breakfast, served all day, is all 
items whose caloric content are 
well-suited to an afternoon of 
farm labor. The regular breakfast 
sandwich is the closest I’ve seen in 
S.F. to the simple egg-and-cheese 
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buns of the East Coast: a fried 

egg, bacon slices, bacon jam, and 
cheddar cheese oozing out of a soft 
bun. Nothing new, but who needs 
to break new ground with some- 
thing this buttery, 
salty, and smooth? 
There is also a San 
Francisco version 
of the classic 
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Bacon Bacon Cafe 


205A Frederick, 218- 
4347, baconbaconsf.com 


name. Laden with chorizo, bacon, 
pork shoulder, scrambled eggs, and 
cheese, it’s a hearty protein deliv- 
ery system with some avocado and 
Mama Lil’s peppers to temper the 
meaty onslaught. 
There’s also Roast 
coffee, vegetarian 
items like granola 
and yogurt par- 


called the Almost Hours: Mon-Fri 7a.m.-3 fait, and pastries 
Veggie Breakfast p.m., Sat-Sun 8a.m.-3 like bacon-flecked 
Sandwich, which [Melis scones (cheddar- or 
piles sauteed — maple-flavored). The 
broccoli rabe and Breakfast Sandwich $7 scone was cake-ier 
sweet roasted red Almost Veggie Breakfe ast than a proper one 
peppers on top Sandwich $7 should be, but the 
of the bacon and Breakfast Wrap $7 bacon flavor came 
Scone $2 
egg and swaps the B through. 
urger $9 
cheddar for pro- Pork belly $10 Lunch brings 
y 
volone. I liked it Grilled cheese $8 more sandwiches. 
even better than Bacon fried chicken $9 There’s a reliable 
the regular — the LGBT $8 burger with two 


broccoli rabe add- 

ed some texture 

and a bitterness that cut through 
the fat — but then, Iam a child of 
the West Coast. 

Those who are really hungry or 
really hurting should go with the 
breakfast wrap, which is really just 
a breakfast burrito under another 
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patties, bacon, and 

cheddar cheese. A 
messy, delightful sandwich with 
supple pork belly and fried egg, 
topped with arugula, Mama Lil’s 
peppers, and tangy caper-y aioli. 
A nice grilled cheese, buttery and 
golden, stuffed with thick-cut ba- 
con and bacon jam. The zingy fried- 
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a 
Bacon Bacon owner 
Jim Angelus has 
finally reopened his 
*” pork-centric cafe. 





Mike Koozmin 


chicken-and-bacon sandwich was a 
tad dry — it would have benefitted 
from aioli in addition to slaw — but 
taking a big bite of fried chicken 
and bacon together was a gleeful, 
hedonistic pleasure. 

The only real disappointment 
was the LGBT, a take on the BLT 
with Little Gem lettuce, seasoned 
tomato, goat cheese spread, and 
five slices of bacon. It too could 
have benefited from more mois- 
ture — one of the best parts of a 
BLT is the way the mayo gets into 
the nooks and crannies — but the 
thick, dry, boring bun killed it. The 
sandwich deserved better. 

You might see all these other in- 
gredients as superfluous and prefer 
to mainline the porky stuff. To that 
end there is the bacon bouquet, five 
slices of bacon and a little drizzle 
of maple syrup arranged in a paper 
like a bouquet of wildflowers. It’s a 
decadent and fairly ridiculous thing 
to order and carry around, let alone 
nibble. But you are eating lunch at 
a place that sells T-shirts that pro- 
claim “You had me at bacon.” Don’t 
pretend you're above this. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Dosa's 
Brunch Has 
South Indian 
Eggs, No Wait 


By Julie Kramer 


Brunch is easily San Fran- 
cisco’s favorite meal. And if you're look- 
ing for something different than the 
standard fare, Dosa on Valencia has the 
South Indian answer to your prayers. 
For starters, there’s often no wait; you 
can sit right down and order a spicy 
Bloody Mary Curry, say, or anon-alco- 
holic beverage like the stunning South 
Indian Monsoon. The latter arrives 
looking like a tropical sunset: yellow fad- 
ing to orange fading to purple, accented 
with bright green mint leaves. Stir it up 
and you'll taste citrus, mango, and 
pomegranate with soda to temper the 
sweetness, and a light kick of ginger. 

In addition to the complimentary 
bowl of crisp pappadum, you can order 
a starter, each large enough for two. 
Try the chaat: Papdi Chaat, with crisp 
crackers, mango, avocado, mashed 
potato, yogurt and chutney; or Bhel 
Puri, puffed rice and chickpea noodles 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Bartlett Hall: Union Square gets yet another 
brewpub, this one from the folks behind Maverick. 
They bring with them their famous butter burger, 
along with a menu of updated pub grub and classic 
cocktails with a twist. 242 O'Farrell, 433-4332, 
bartletthallsf.com. 

The Commissary: Traci Des Jardins’ much-antic- 
ipated restaurant in the Presidio is now open, 
offering Cali-Spanish bites like pea and ham 
croquettes and grilled squid with chickpeas 
along with large entrees like artichoke and fennel 
paella. There’s also a small market to equip all of 
your picnic needs. 101 Montgomery, 561-3600, 
thecommissarysf.com. 
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Mung bean and 
kale salad 
Julie Kramer 


with root vegetables and chutney. For 
a light dish that balances heat and 
cool, order the mung and kale salad, 
the mung beans shaped into a timbale 
with bits of chopped kale. While the 
citrus-cumin dressing brings on the 
spice, respite comes from sweet orange 
segments, lentil sprouts, and half- 
moons of watermelon radish. 

Eggs appear in several guises: with 
cheese or lamb added, formed into a 
frittata, sunny-side up or over easy 
on a pancake-like (savory) uttapam. 
One stellar option is the Egg Poriyal 
Dosa, in which the rice-lentil dosa is 
rolled around a filling of scrambled 
eggs. The plate arrives brimming with 
food: three generous pieces of dosa 
encasing soft, buttery eggs; pale green 
coconut chutney and rich red tomato 
chutney; a bowl of sambar, the mild 
South Indian lentil soup. 

The South Indian Thali is a good 
choice if youd like to try a bit of ev- 
erything. A circle of silver bowls cov- 
ers the large platter, each containing 
a vegetarian offering: rasam (spicy 
tomato-based broth), sambar, pickled 
vegetables, cool raita, idli (a steamed 
rice dumpling), coconut milk curry 
with vegetables, okra curry, lemon 
rice, steamed beets. In the center 
of the plate is a pappadum, a folded 
dosa, and white rice. This is a perfect 
dish to share with a friend, although 
the garlicky raita is so good you may 
need to order more. You even get des- 
sert: rasmalai, a not-too-sweet cheese 
patty blended with cream, cardamom, 
and rosewater. »> p36 


Loving Cup: This shop devoted to rice pudding 
and frozen yogurt seems like it will fit right 
into Hayes Valley. Expect eight rotating flavors 
of rice pudding, hand-churned frozen yogurt, 
and more sweet treats. 535 Octavia, 701-0091, 
lovingcupsf.com. 

Palm House: The former Netti’s Crab Shack space 
has been transformed into a Caribbean restaurant 
with a breezy, tropical theme. The consulting chef 
is Gayle Pirie of Foreign Cinema, and there's a 
machine that makes frozen daiquiris in flavors 
like prickly pear. 2032 Union, 400-4355, palm- 
housesf.com. 

Ume: Plum in Oakland has been transformed into 
Ume, a Japanese-inspired restaurant with Brett 
Cooper (most recently of Outerlands) at the 
helm. Daniel Patterson, who owns the joint, 
says Cooper will stay for a few months before 
he opens anew spot with the restaurant group in 
the city. 2214 Broadway, Oakland, (510) 444-7586, 
umeoakland.com. 
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ODEN AMON= 
415.647.1929 


OPEN FOR'LUNCH '&| DINNER’ 


VINES 
UEC 


247) STREET, 
BETWEEN VICKSBURG 
CON Te 4 


KINGDOM OF DUMPLING ;%\s) 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 


Hand Made and Fresh 
Dumplings 

Won Ton 

Over 30 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Pot Stickers 

Pancakes 





KING OF NOODHES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS & STAYS 
www.kingofchinesedumpling.com 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
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PULL SERVICE CUBAN RESTAURANT 
LOCALLY GROWN & SOURCED PRODULTS 


ALITRENTIC AWD MODERN CUBAN CLERINE 


- 50% oF 





SPECIALTY BEVERAGE CORPORATE & PRIVATE EVENTS AV AM AREP 


BAT MENTION DWETALY AD 


500 Florida St. SF . 45 _S80.7888 


MAK? A GPSERVATIOW TODA YI 
www. ana: rancisco.com 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


Mon-Fri 


From 9am 


Sat-Sun 
From 8am 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 


World Famous Original 


"Trish Coffee" 
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Fresh Eats from p35 


While brunch at Dosa isn’t exactly 
cheap, it’s no more expensive than a 
plate of eggs Benedict at your local hip- 
ster café, and far more of an adventure. 


Dosa on Valencia 
995 Valencia, 642-3672, dosasf.com. 


Duck Confit 
Burritos 
Arrive in 
Hayes Valley 


By Pete Kane 


Most of the new Mexican 
restaurants of note that have opened 
lately aim for the higher end, importing 
the culinary experimentation of Mexico 
City or digging deep into Southern Mex- 
ico’s indigenous cuisines. In other 
words, we aren't really adding more top- 
notch burrito joints to the pantheon. 

Papito West in Hayes Valley might 
change that. The spinoff of Potrero 
Hill’s Papito is a lunch-and-dinner 
spot best described by the helpful 
oxymoron “upscale casual.” By that I 
mean the $12-or-thereabouts menu 
options are familiar enough, but with 
little fancy twists here and there, such 
as crudo at the raw bar, the particular- 
ly flavorful rice in the burritos. Those 
burritos, along with the tacos, come 
with a wider range of options than the 
usual chorizo or carnitas, such as rock 
cod, fried chicken, and a rather spec- 
tacular duck confit. 

A duck confit burrito is one of 
those things that will probably regis- 
ter with people either as a duh-I-can’t- 
believe-I’ve-never-had-that-before 
or as proof that we truly live in a cir- 
ca-1788 Versailles of dining. It’s deca- 
dent, but also well-assembled, with all 
the key ingredients easily discerned by 
the palate but not so “zoned” that you 
risk a big bite of nothing but guac. It 
was a bit runny, and at $16 (including 
tax and tip), probably not everyone’s 
everyday lunch go-to, but thoroughly 
filling and enjoyable. 

Like recently opened Souvla barely 
one block up Hayes Street, it’s a fresh, 
white-tiled and skylit space with an 
eye-catching graphic that takes up an 
entire wall. (In this case, it’s a woman 
in Dia de Los Muertos makeup, ringed 
with roses.) At lunch, the place is pure 
bustle, crammed with workers and 
patrons, yet the place doesn’t break a 
sweat. Hayes Valley has long cried out 
for quality Mexican fare, and Papito 
West is pitched perfectly with its sur- 
roundings. 


Papito West 
425 Hayes, 431-2440, papitosf.com. 





PAPALOTE 


WINNER OF 
BEST BURRITO 
2007- 2013 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 
WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW.TWITTER.COM/PAPALOTESALSA 
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THE PERFECT 
DATE NIGHT 


Dinner & Show 


sar 


SAW FRAACISCO 


World-Class Live Music 
+ Mivhelin-Reted Jopaneoe Cuisine 


1550 FUAMORE ST. 415-655-5600 





MAY 2014 WEEKEND 
POP-UP PARTIES 


Tacos, Tostadas, & Margaritas! 
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WHAT DOES YOUR IPA SAY ABOUT YOU? 


Beer-Based Psychology 


Judging someone by the beer 
they drink is a lot like astrology: utterly 
irrational, yet strangely compelling. 

Given about 30 California beers 
on tap, Erin went for the stout with 
the highest ABV. I went for the 
Belgian-style ale closest to the way 
monks would have made it. At Hop- 
water Distribution, those beers are 
Raputin’s Imperial Stout and Monks 
Blood, both excellent. It’s obvious 
what having such great beer says 
about the bar, but what do these 
choices say about us? 

“T think I’m pretty misunderstood,” 
Erin told me. 

We were sitting on the balcony, 
overlooking the spacious brick-and- 
wood interior. We'd be up there for 
hours, and the crowd below would 
change rapidly through the night, cy- 
cling from young twentysomethings 
to old men in suits. 

Our friendship grew tight a few 
years ago, when Erin asked me to pub- 
licly declare her my Best Friend 
Forever. 

“BFF?” I asked. “Why 
would I do that?” 

“To fuck with 
people’s heads,” she 
said. “We'll wear 
little BFF charms 
and talk about all 
the stuff we did last 
weekend, and it'll 
confuse the hell out 
of everyone. And 







Take it from a misanthrope: The 
“sharing economy’ isn’t bringing 
anybody closer, it’s using our pictures, 
data, and such to build better walls. 

Over superb gastropub fare I told 
Erin that introverts are usually mis- 
understood in our culture. Quiet peo- 
ple are generally assumed to be shy. 
People who keep their heads down are 
often assumed to be nice ... until our 
culture flips on them, thinking that 
only serial killers would ever want to 
keep to themselves. 

“You actually like people, don’t 
you?” Erin said. “I’ve seen you at 
parties.” 

I shook my head. “T need certain 
kinds of social interactions the way 
I need blood. Without them, I get 
cold and die. But once I get enough 
for a while, I’m done, it’s over, leave 
me alone. So I cycle back and forth. 

If there’s a happy medium, I haven't 
found it yet.” 

“Yeah, I get that.” She looked 

around. “I kind of like relaxing 
here. It sneaks up on you.” 
I agreed. With multiple 
kinds of space — the 
bar area, the balcony 
area, and a “banquet 
seating” area — it’s a 
good setup. The beer 
is nicely curated. Re- 
ally I liked everything 
about Hopwater 
Distribution except 
the steady, almost 


isn’t that what hav- drone-like drum music 

; ‘ SENJAMIN 

ing a BFF is all about? WACHS coming through the 
“My God ... you’ve sound system. 

weaponized friendship!” I When did every upscale 


said yes. 

Erin is a misanthrope — some- 
one who asa rule hates people — and 
to have the friendship and respect of a 
misanthrope is one of the great com- 
pliments in this world. 

We were going to end up spending 
most of the night talking about me, 
but first Erin was concerned that 
people don’t understand her, that 
they consider her quiet and dismissive 
instead of shy and aloof. It’s a subtle 
difference, but crucial. 

“Well,” I said, and then saw she was 
holding her phone up. “Wait, what are 
you doing?” 

She took a picture. 

“You're not ...” 

“Sorry, I had to Instagram this.” 

Instagram me? My own BFF? I 
couldn't believe the betrayal. 

“How can someone who hates peo- 
ple as much as you do want to Insta- 
gram? Or do social media at all?” 

“Because everybody’s far away,” 
she said. “I’m sharing with them, but 
they’re all standing over there. It’s got 
all the advantages of communicating 
with people without having to talk or 
hang out. It’s great.” 
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bar need to sound like they 
know a DJ who just got back from 
Burning Man? Whom do I blame for 
this? 

“T think the reason you're not on 
social media is that you actually like 
people,” Erin said. “If you thought 
there were actual people on the other 
side of Facebook, you'd be on it all the 
time. But instead you figured out it’s 
just posing and bullshit. So you don’t 
do it, and people accuse you of being 
antisocial because youd rather get a 
beer with them.” 

“Although it’s a beer brewed by 
monks,’ I said, which seemed somehow 
important. Monks belong to an order 
but can also be solitary and silent. 

“Do you think you’re misunder- 
stood, too?” she asked. 

I laughed. “Like Oscar Wilde, I 
live in constant fear of not being 
misunderstood.” 

But there are some people in this 
world who know what I drink. I won't 
hide that. 

Hopwater Distribution 
850 Bush, hopwaterdistribution.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 
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That Cutsine 


DINE-IN « TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 
Open ‘TiLL tam Every Pay! 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 

Try Our Secret Menu 


GILBERTH'S; =. 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 


2427 3rd St, SF 
415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
8am—3pm* & 5:30pm—-10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 


HISTORIA DE LUCHA 


Graphic Art of Mexico’s 
Historical Struggles 


by Collectives in 
Asaro and San Francisco 


April and May 2014 


Come see the exhibit and enjoy 


Happy Hour with $24 Margarita Pitchers! 
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9:30PM 
g5 pq |with DJs/Hosts 


10:30PM| PLEASUREMAKER & 


plus MOM DJS 
& DJ DIALS 


and resident percussionists 


HIP HOP FOR CHANGE 


featuring 


RICHIE CUNNING, 
MICAHTRON, 

BPOS, and 

TODAY'S FUTURE SOUND BEAT BATTLE 
Elbo Room presents 


SWEATER FUNK 


with special guest: 


HOWARD JOHNSON (ive) 


plus Sweater Funk DJs 


DUB MISSION presents 


the best in dub, roots reggae & 
3PM _ dancehall with 


Tet IDJ SEP & VINNIE ESPARZA 


AFTER |(Groove Merchant/Amoeba) 


with TIMOTEO GIGANTE 
(MOM DJs) and special guest 


MON Benita 


(Candlelight Records), 
LECHEROUS NOCTURNE, 
PANZERFAUST, 
HAZZARD'S CURE 

WED Fane 


LOVE IN THE CLUB: 


A Dating Game show 
with your hosts 


AUSTIN BAUM & JEN SNYDER 
plus DJ POWER SUIT 


7 AFROLICIOUS 


ERI 7 year anniversary Party- 
AFROLICIOUS 
9:30PM |Live Band with DJs/Hosts 
PLEASUREMAKER 

& SENOR 02 
plus DJ SMASH, 


resident percussionists and more 


UPCOMING 

SAT 6/7 SAT NOTE SOUL PARTY 
SUN 6/8 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 
MON 6/9 KIWI TIME/ BFA 

TUE 6/10 BOMBSHELL BETTY 
WED 6/11 MOVING UNITS 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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Second 


BottleRock reboots. 





By Ian S. Port 
The Napa community pulled 


the cork on its first major music festi- 
val last year, and learned the hard way 
that the first vintage doesn’t always 
turn out so well. 

The big-name musicians showed 
up as promised. The Black Keys, the 
Flaming Lips, Macklemore, Train, 
Alabama Shakes, and dozens of oth- 
er acts played multiple stages at the 
Napa Valley Expo, offering pop, indie 
rock, country, and a mix of broad- 
ly acceptable music to drink wine 
to. The fans came as well — some 
120,000 of them. 

BottleRock’s execution wasn’t 
perfect: The four-and-a-half day 
event didn’t manage the swollen 
crowds as well as it could have, the 
music sets were poorly timed, the 
best food tents were cordoned off 
into a claustrophobic gourmet ghet- 
to, and the festival snarled traffic all 
over the valley. 

These mistakes could have been 
forgiven. First years are always hard 
for festivals. But BottleRock also 
didn’t draw enough of the one guest 
a major music confab really needs: 
cash. 

Despite big crowds and plenty of 
media attention, the festival only 
brought in $11.2 million. It cost 
about $20 million — figures we only 
know because they were made public 
in the bankruptcy papers filed by 
last year’s promoters. The debts to 
stagehands and production workers, 
restaurants, and the city of Napa still 
haven't been fully repaid, according 
to the Napa Valley Register. 

So if the ratings of BottleRock 
as a music festival were decidedly 
mixed, the reaction to its financial 
hangover was unambiguous. 

And yet, 12 months later, North- 
ern California music fans will once 
again look toward Napa this week- 
end, when a whole new set of backers 
— totally unaffiliated with last year’s 
promoters — revive the BottleRock 
name and the BottleRock location 
and hope that this year’s iteration 
goes down a little more smoothly. 

Longtime entrepreneur Dave Gra- 
ham is the lead partner behind the 
new effort, and he says his group, 
Latitude 38 Entertainment, has 
learned a lot from mistakes made in 
2013. Chief among them, he says, 
was booking four-and-a-half days of 
entertainment, which is long even 
by modern festival standards. “There 


was a lot of money spent on a lineup 
for Wednesday and Thursday that 
didn’t do much to generate ticket 
sales,’ he says. And though Graham 
likes stand-up comedy, he doesn’t 
see it as critical to BottleRock’s mis- 
sion: “I didn’t even know there were 
comedians until I got there, so it had 
no bearing on whether I would buy a 
ticket to a music festival.” 

For 2014, BottleRock has been 
pared down to three days of essen- 
tials, hoping to create what Graham 
calls “a music festival differentiated 
by the marriage to amazing food, 
amazing wine, and amazing weather.” 
A new sound wall will insulate nearby 
residents from the din. The bands 
will end earlier, at 10 p.m., to reduce 
noise and encourage festival-goers 
to venture into downtown Napa 
afterward. The wine and food lineup, 
he says, will be even stronger. The 
comedy will be nonexistent. Street 
closures and traffic routes will be re- 
vised to quell neighbors’ concerns. 
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“TT WAS THE MOST INCREDIBLE KIND OF SOCIAL EXPERIENCE...” 


a4 the Flaming Lips 
exploded at the first 
‘BottleRock 

—=—- 





. Emily Sevinv 

And as for the music, it’s amazing 
the BottleRock lineup turned out as 
well as it did. Napa’s fledgling festi- 
val will host the only Northern Cali- 
fornia date on the OutKast reunion 
tour, arguably the most anticipated 
show on the road this summer. It 
will also see the Cure’s only U.S. 
performance of 2014 so far. Both are 
coups for the promoters, who faced 
considerable hurdles in putting on a 
festival at all. The BottleRock name, 
Graham says, was “tainted” within 
the music industry, making it hard 
to win the trust of booking agents. 
On top of that, his company only be- 
gan pursuing artists in late January, 
after their terms of purchase from 
the previous organizers were settled. 
Usually major festivals start getting 
commitments from major acts a year 
or more in advance. 

If the hasty nature of Bot- 
tleRock’s booking isn’t apparent in 
the headliners, it is farther down 
the bill, though. The lineup is so 


heavy on bands still living off their 
Clinton-era heyday — Gin Blossoms, 
Third Eye Blind, Cracker, Spin Doc- 
tors, Blues Traveler, Smash Mouth, 
Barenaked Ladies, and Weezer, to 
name a few — that it almost reads 
like the setup to a joke about some 
90s pop-rock reunion. True, there 
are a handful of arty independent 
bands, like Deerhunter, TV on the 
Radio, No Age, and Thee Oh Sees, 
and some outliers like Mayer Haw- 
thorne. But this is a festival that 
aims to please everyone, with broad 
bookings like the baseball-cap coun- 
try of Sunday headliner Eric Church, 
and the mercenary cheer of rap- 
per-turned-TV-personality LL Cool J. 

Graham hints that he might’ve 
liked a few more younger artists, had 
time allowed. “I’m definitely kind of 
an indie guy,” he says. “My guess is 
that next year we'll book even more 
indie bands — not because I like 
indie bands, but just because I think 
[indie] transcends generations.” 

But one could also ask how much 
the music really matters at music 
festivals, at least below the headliner 
level. For many attendees, gatherings 
like BottleRock (and, for that matter, 
Outside Lands and Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass) are more about the social 
environment than the songs. Last 
year, especially, BottleRock was so 
full of distractions, culinary and oth- 
erwise — and so much crowd-engen- 
dered chaos — that it was hard to fo- 
cus intensely, or at all, on the artists. 
The very idea, it seemed, was to com- 
bine food, music, and drinking into 
moments of decadence you couldn't 
experience anywhere else. Those 
moments, along with the potential 
for profit, seem to be what convinced 
Graham and his partners to launch 
their first foray into the music indus- 
try, trying to turn a beleaguered one- 
off into a repeat success. 

“It was the most incredible kind 
of social experience we'd had to 
date in Napa,” says Graham, a wine 
country native, of the first Bot- 
tleRock. “I’m sitting there listening 
to the Black Keys, and eating some 
Morimoto ribs, and have a nice glass 
of Napa cab — it’s like, ‘Wait, what’s 
going on here? This is bizarre!” 


BottleRock Napa Valley, with the 
Cure, OutKast, Eric Church, and 
more 

Friday, May 30-Sunday, June 1, at 
Napa Valley Expo. $149-$3000; 
bottlerocknapavalley.com. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


FOR EMERGING MUSICIANS IN THE SAN FRANCISCO AREA 


WE ARE OFFERING FREE STUDIO TIME. SPACE 15 LIMITED 
IDA SELECT ot OF ARTISTS. 


A PROFESSIONAL RECORDING STUDIO WITH EXPERIENCED 
ENGINEERS. NO FEES. NO STRINGS ATTACHED. FOR REAL. 


TIVE lem WWW. CONVERSE. Com / RUBBER TRACKS 


RECORD YOUR MUSIC. KEEP YOUR MUSIC. 
THAT'S HOW CONVERSE DOES IT. 


CosNVERSE 
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SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 
SIZZLE 


@ We ventured inside the Bayview head- 
PERFORM quarters of Fat Wreck Chords, a punk 


label founded by NOFX’s Fat Mike that 
can boast almost total independence 


from the world of corporate media. The 








with nondescript building hosts parties once 
a month where Fat Wreck bands perform, LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 
Gh else Wolfe - ; bien 10 Hele | apere vase (open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY .. ‘tl 2:00 ams) 
. Catalog OT records IS ON Sadle. “HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 
4PM ‘til 8PM: 
lI We spoke with Detroit post-punks Pro- $4 WELLS/$4 DRAFTS/$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
tomartyr ahead of their much-anticipat- WEDNESDAY MAY 28 2014 $5 


ed Hemlock show, and discussed how the 
TUESDAY, JUNE 10 cheap (but still kinda scary) city might be 
the next haven for artists. Frontman Joe A Wednesday Night Dance-Your-Face-Off 
Casey notes the city doesn't really care Event! (4th Wednesdays of the Month) 
much about its scrappy rock bands, even SS 
the good ones: “No one cares here until THURSDAY MAY 29 2014 $12 


you're famous somewhere else,” he says. 


f hod A) Featuring: *! 
POLEOW TE GORE 1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) I How do you party till 8 a.m.? New York (of The Headhunters) 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE SAN FRANCISCO DJ Eli Escobar sayS he doesn't use or FRIDAY MAY 30 2014 $ 15 


TWITTER: @FILLMORESF SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 recommend drugs, but highly recom- 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE mends an old, underrated standby: the 
disco nap. Obviously, it also helps to have 


really good music to dance to. (New Orleans “Trombone Shorty 


Cousin & Brass Funk Legend) 


FIZZLE 
@ S.F. burglars have no respect: While 
parked in Hayes Valley, the tour van of 
> Sean Lennon's band the Ghost of a Saber 
vember, / Tooth Tiger was broken into, and a laptop Fillmore Nasty Funk 
Y ig e belonging to percussionist Connor Grant os 
. was stolen. “BIG reward if computer is An evening of Ass Shakin’, body 


returned unharmed,” Lennon wrote on movin’ Jazzy Funky Soul-Greasy 


Instagram. “NO QUESTIONS ASKED!" Dance-Charged Boogaloo 
SUNDAY JUNE 1 2014 FREE 


SATURDAY MAY 31 2014 $10 
Free Before 9PM 


7 ON SALE 
FRIDAY! 


i Macklemore came under fire last 
week after appearing onstage wearing (ROTC) 
a costume that looked to many like a 


1 | 
Macklemore Free Party! Locally-Sourced Organic Hip- 
in his Hop- For The People, By The People 


“disguise” WEDNESDAY JUNE 4 2014 FREE 






Wha HE COPPER EOTIOM Band 


ee new acu “DIDN'T IT RAIN” ; : eae 
Monday, June 2 ee eee 
AP/LindseyWasson/TheSeattleTimes THURSDAY JUNE 5 2014 $ 4) 
parody of a Hasidic Jew: dark, curly wig, 
JUL thick beard, and large witch's nose. He 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 ORS ETN IEnOT Lee 50 eres ying He Wa onl) ( Motown, R&B, & Soul hits) 
ra Talat: trying to make a random disguise, but Don't Miss This Funky Show! 
Kelcile WEDNESDAY. JULY Sil Ean mit FRIDAY JUNE 6 2014 $10 
QUEST - DJ RHETORIK ? costume, they'd have that exact shopping 
-  @ajwripmaw WRreiwi DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 * $22.50 list." Tweeted Seth Rogen With special guests: 
SATURDAY, JUNE 14 MKTO gel g 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 ee . | 
what major performers 
FRIDAY, JULY I an ari ** ATH OF JULY WEEKEND BLOWOUT 7/4-6** 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $22.50 apparently earn for shows appeared 
* 
CLOUD CONTROL online, stoking uproar that, for instance, FILLMORE STREET 
CYNIC Macklemore allegedly gets $200,000 to Vad FEST* 
FRIDAY, JUNE 27 LESSER KEY $300,000 a show, while far superior rap- FREE SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


aie Onc SATURDAY, JULY 12 bt the Ist was later debunked as being, IMME ECR rt 
LEE FIELDS & : highly misleading, if not outright wrong. MOM EBCORLVIAIT GINnAT 
THE D> qdeJasy fe) bh XAVIER RUDD Don't believe everything you read on RETURN OF THE CYPHER (ROTC) 


ASH GRUNWALD the Internet. 
. JfOy _“¢» For full versions of the above stories 
ti cketmas ter.com LAGUMTTAS, CL, ‘eo tl and much more about S.F. music, check 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still out All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. sfweekly.com/shookdown. 
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Beyond 
Dubstep 


U.K. producer Untold is 
pushing spacious rhythms 
into unexplored territory. 


By Derek Opperman 


Dubstep’s rise to popularity 
in the United States in the late-’00s 
coincided with a massive splintering 
of the sound’s original U.K. scene. 
Perhaps it was the crassness of the 
American iteration, or simply that the 
decade-old genre had run its course, 
but a new crop of producers took it 
upon themselves to integrate the spa- 
ciousness, complicated rhythms, and 
ultra-tuned production aesthetic into 
genres outside of the original. 
Techno, house, drum ’n’ bass, and 
more obscure forms of U.K. dance 
music began to absorb dubstep’s ele- 
ments, creating a malleable and 
nearly unclassifiable sound that mu- 
sic journalists referred to as 
“post-dubstep” or “future garage.” 
Now, in 2014, these experiments 
have become so integrated into the 
lexicon of contemporary house and 
techno that those tags seem irrele- 
vant. One of the people behind this 
change is Untold (aka Jack Dunning), 
whose own wildly creative music — 
and similarly minded Hemlock label 
— push toward a messy and hybrid- 
ized creative future. 

“I hope dubstep continues to 
be hard to pin down, disobeys its 
manifesto, gets called stupid names, 
gatecrashes other scenes and spikes 
the punch, elopes, and has lots of 
children,” said Dunning in an in- 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


terview with Resident Advisor in 
2009. His own career has followed 
a classic trajectory: His early out- 
put, like the wobbly and off-kilter 
dubstep of his Kingdom EP, slowly 
progressed toward a more raw and 
aggressive mechanical techno made 
distinct by sinister sound design 
and a near-total absence of the 
genre's standard-issue kick-drum 
pulse. Its title track sounds like the 
Jamaican dub of King Tubby and 
Lee “Scratch” Perry updated for the 
digital present. 

You can easily call the music 
Dunning creates these days “tech- 
no, but it still conveys the breadth 
and scope of his outsider back- 
ground. His Change in a Dynamic 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


On and On and Base present Hot Since 
82 at Public Works, 9 p.m. Friday, May 
30. $20; publicsf.com 

Though his name suggests otherwise, U.K. 
producer Hot Since ‘82 has really only been 
around since 2012. In the time since his de- 
but, though, he's managed to establish him- 
self as a major figure in contemporary 
underground tech-house, with tracks on la- 
bels like Get Physical and Moda Black that 
feature a sleek sound tuned for long, 


drugged-out nights in European superclubs. 


Direct to Earth with Mike Dehnert 

at F8, 9 p.m. Friday, May 30. $10-$20; 
feightsf.com 

Berlin is a city known for its no-nonsense 
approach to techno. That's particularly true 
in the case of Mike Dehnert, a Berlin-native 
whose music — and Fachwerk label - repre- 
sent a pure evocation of techno's mechani- 
cal core, with grimy dub aesthetics and sci-fi 
textures that provoke a hypnotic, far-out 
mindset. It fits perfectly with the hardcore 
ethos of Oakland party crew Direct to Earth. 


Environment three-part EP series 

is scattershot and hyperactive; 
“Motion in the Dance,” an anthem 
from 2012, plays with supercharged 
synth lines that crackle and burst 
like an overloaded battery above 
clanking percussion. Between the 
two, he conveys a sense of atmo- 
sphere more expansive than the 
claustrophobic whirr of today’s 
looped-up techno. Expect a wild 
ride when he takes over Mercer this 
Thursday for a live set of his unusu- 
ally boundary-pushing dance music. 


Blasthaus presents Untold and 
Marco de La Vega at Mercer 


10 p.m. Thursday, May 29. $10-$20; 
mercersf.com 


Last Night 2000's Hip-Hop Party at 
Slate Bar, 9 p.m. Friday, May 30. $5-$10; 
slate-sf.com 

The spirit of the ‘00s lives on at Last Nite, a 
party that celebrates all things turn-of-the- 
millennium. This month's event takes a turn 
away from the usual LCD Soundsystem/ 
electroclash soundtrack to focus on the 
hip-hop of the day, with Jamie Jams and DJ 
Rapid Fire providing an experience that 
they describe thusly: “It's like we drank 
your sizzurp, stole your Courvoisier, and 
rode off with your spinners.” 


Fred Falke at Audio Discotech, 9 p.m. 
Saturday, May 31. $10-$20; audiosf.com 
Though Daft Punk gets most of the shine 
these days, there was a whole French disco 
house movement in the late-90s and ear- 
ly-’00s. Dubbed the “French touch” sound, it 
mixed funky disco samples with sharp, angu- 
lar bass lines. Fred Falke’s music is wrapped 
up in this sound. “Intro,” a classic recorded 
with Alan Braxe, impressionistically conveys 
the hedonism of the disco years. 
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® & SFWEEKLY BEST UF WINNER © * 








Codd POLK CAT GREEN 81] 
(Ho) 775-4287 


FOLLOW (lGREEN 
USON SPORTSBAR 


THE 


) THAT ROCKS | 


WORLO CUP SOCCER 
NBA/NHL PLAYOFFS 
BASEBALL COVERAGE 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
M-F 4-7 PM 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY TTT 


WEDNESDAY 5/28 - SATURDAY 5/31 
m FROM LETTERMAN AND LAST COMIC STANDING! 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN 


MATT FULCHIRON, RED SCOTT 
TUESDAY 6/3 


DINOSAURS OF COMEDY 
IMICHAEL MEEHAN, LARRY BUBBLES BROWN, 
JOHNNY STEELE, AND STEVEN PEARL! 


Macaca ue a] 
FROM CONAN AND LATE ay JY LON ‘@ 
RORY SCOV 


BRENDAN LYNCH, MATT hag 
WEDNESDAY 6/11 


SF COMEDY ALLSTARS 
SOU EH BRAD TRACKMAN, GARY ANDERSON 


AND MANY MORE! 


THURSDAY 6/12 - SATURDAY 6/14 
FROM FX’S LOUIE AND INSIDE AMY SCHUMER! 


ROBERT KELLY = 


BRAD TRACKMAN, GARY ANDERSON 


WEDNESDAY 6/18 - SATURDAY 6/21 
FROM NBC’S THE OFFICE AND LETTERMAN! 


MIKE E. WINFIELD 


GEOFF TATE, KASEEM BENTLEY 


Fy 
7 


FRIDAY 6/27 - SATURDAY 6/28 7 


FROM E!’S CHELSEA LATELY! 


WOLLACK 


> z 
BRIAN SCOLARO, MYLES WEBER , 


pe WEDNESDAY 7/9 - SATURDAY 7/12 


FROM THE DAILY SHOW! 


MICHAEL CHE 


JIM TEWS, KARINDA DOBBINS 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF © TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ¢ PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM © ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
188 OVER 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
US ON 
TWITTER 
AND 
FACEBOOK! 


FRIDAY 5/30 - 
SUNDAY 6/1 


CHARLIE MURPHY'S | 
ACID TRIP 


From Chappelle’s Show! 





TUESDAY 6/3 - 
WEDNESDAY 6/4 


DAVID 
SPADE 


From SNL and 
Rules of Engagement! 


comeor 
WSiINDD 


THURSDAY 5/29 
COBB’S COMEDY SHOWCASE 
FRIDAY 6/6 - SATURDAY 6/7 
AISHA fy) 
From Archer and The Talk! 
FRIDAY 6/13 - SATURDAY 6/14 
TIM 
MEADOWS 
From Saturday Night Live and Mean Girls! 
THURSDAY 6/19 - SATURDAY 6/21 
CHRIS DISTEFANO f 
AND DAMIEN LEMON 
From MTV's Guy Code! ad 


THURSDAY 6/26 - SUNDAY 6/29 


» 
BARKER _. a 


From Flight of the Conchords! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 





citi 





LYve nation 


Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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e 
668 HAIGHI SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-558-8375 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


sd @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


oeeeeees GET TICKETS AT yYOShiS.COM °++e-es- 
SAN FRANCISCO oakland 


Wed-Sat, May 28-31 Wed, May 28 
New muse fom Oatlands om ens J THESTH ANNUAL MUSIC MEDICINE BENEFIT FOR 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OAKLAND 


GOAPELE SS 


Sun, Jun 1 GRAMMY© award winning R&B icon 


0Z NOY JODY WATLEY 


feat. Oteil Burbridge (bass, of Allman Brothers) Fri-Sun, May 30 - Jun 1 
& Keith Carlock (drums, of Steely Dan, Chris Botti) Legendary Cuban trumpeter and Dizzy 


Gillespie protégé 
Mon, Jun 2 - /he Messenger CD release 


THEGERALD BECKETT QUINTET ARTURO SANDOVAL 


Tue, Jun 3 Tue, Jun 3 


THE TOMMY IGOE BG BAND Unveiling his debut solo album, 


Honey From The Ice Box 
The Music of Buddy and Bellson 


re Seiad MAX COLLINS OF EVES 


Bay Area Radio Hall of Fame Wed, Jun 4 - Inspirational / Gospel music 


KSAN JIVE 95 REUNION CONCERT fim COD, LCP MTT 


Thu, Jun 5 = Powerhouse force in contemporary jazz Thu, Jun 5 


entail VICTOR WOOTEN 


Five-time GRAMMY©-winning bassist BAN D 


VICTOR WOOTEN Fri, Jun 6 


BAN D Lead singer of The Moody Blues 
Sat-Sun Jun 7-8 JUSTI N HAYWARD 


Lead singer of the Moody Blues Fri. Jun 6 - Laie Show 


JUSTIN HAYWARD | KEV CHOICE ENSEMBLE 


Sat, oan 7 ~ 10:30pm w/ GRAMMY©-nominated saxophonist Terrace Martin 
Jazz Mafia presents Sat-Sun, June 7-8 


PRI NCE BIRTH DAY TRIBUTE *e Soulful musician, songwriter & producer 
Mon, Jun 9 - “The next big jazz guitarist” -NPR A as J0 N B 


NIR FELDER Tue, Jun 10 - Late Show 


IHETOMMY IGOE BG EAA) oon 
Gypsy Night! 


Wed-Thu, June 11-12 
Wed, Jun 11 


FREDDY CLARKE 


HENRY BUTLER, 
STEVEN BERNSETIN 
Y WOBBLY MUNDO 


i 


a 


& THE HOT 9 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 


" 
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EIST} istines 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F,CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre — are available online. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 5/28 


Bruno Mars: W/ Aloe Blacc, 8 p.m., $38-$142.95 
advance. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

Hugh Laurie with the Copper Bottom Band: 8 
p.m., $49.50-$62.50 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Rodriguez: W/ LP, 8 p.m., $40-$65. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Sutekh Hexen; Father Murphy; Common Eider, 
King Eider: 8:30 p.m., $7. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 
Polk, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 5/29 


The Bloody Beetroots: W/ J-Boogie, 8 p.m., 
$25-$35. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

Doe Eye: W/ DRMS, The She's, 8 p.m., $13. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Fran- 
CISCO. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Charles Dutoit and 
featured performers Susanna Phillips and Hanno 
Miiller-Brachmann, 8 p.m., $37-$152. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Marc Ribot: Performing a live score to Charlie 
Chaplin's The Kid, 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 5/30 


BottleRock Napa Valley 2014: W/ The Cure, 
Railroad Earth, Sublime with Rome, Mayer Haw- 
thorne, Gin Blossoms, TV on the Radio, Robert 
DeLong, Hurray for the Riff Raff, Matisyahu, 
Delta Rae, Miner, Moon Taxi, Karl Denson’s 
Tiny Universe, more, noon, $149 (or $279 for 
three-day festival pass). Napa Valley Expo, 
575 Third St., Napa. 

Marc Ribot & Ceramic Dog: 7:30 p.m., $25-$40. 
SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, San Francisco. 
S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Charles Dutoit and 
featured performers Susanna Phillips and Hanno 
Miiller-Brachmann, 8 p.m., $37-$152. Davies 

Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 5/31 


Barry Gibb: W/ Jared & The Mill, 7:30 p.m., $38.50- 
$210 advance. Concord Pavilion, 2000 Kirker 
Pass, Concord. 

BottleRock Napa Valley 2014: W/ OutKast, Heart, 
Jon Batiste & Stay Human, Weezer, Blues 
Traveler, De La Soul, Third Eye Blind, Robert 
Earl Keen, Smash Mouth, Matt & Kim, Tea Leaf 
Green, No Age, Cracker, more, 12 p.m., $149 (or 
$279 for three-day festival pass). Napa Valley 
Expo, 575 Third St., Napa. 

Jordan & The Ritual: W/ The Humidors, Whisker- 
man, 9 p.m., $16. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Marc Ribot y Los Cubanos Postizos: 7:30 p.m., 
$25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, San 
Francisco. 

Potingue 20th Anniversary Concert/Party: 8 
p.m., free. San Francisco Community Music 
Center, 544 Capp, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Sarah Hicks conducts the live 
score to Disney's Fantasia, 8 p.m., $51-$176. Da- 
vies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Toby Keith: W/ Colt Ford, Krystal Keith, 7 p.m., 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


CLUBS 
WEDNESDAY 5/28 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Songs 
for Snakes, Cables & Arms, Tender, 9 p.m., $10. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 

Blood Red Shoes, Radkey, El Terrible, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Pink Moun- 
taintops, Giant Drag, 9 p.m., $14. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1Ith St., San Francisco. Talk of 
Shamans, The Garden Band, Electric Shepherd, 
BFA, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Tony Molina, Big 
Eyes, Flesh World, 9:30 p.m., $8. 


$24.25-$106.20 advance. Shoreline Am- 
phitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 


SUNDAY 6/1 


BottleRock Napa Valley 2014: W/ Eric Church, The 
Fray, Deerhunter, L.L. Cool J with DJ Z-Trip, The 
Black Angels, Ed Kowalczyk, Barenaked Ladies, 
Camper Van Beethoven, Mexican Institute of 
Sound, Spin Doctors, Keep Shelly in Athens, 
Thee Oh Sees, Silverado Pickups, The Stone 
Foxes, more, noon, $149 (or $279 for three-day 
festival pass). Napa Valley Expo, 575 Third St., 
Napa. 

Jamestown Revival: W/ The Wind & The Wave, Kris 
Orlowski, 7:30 p.m., $13. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Juan Gabriel: 9 p.m., $59-$179. Oracle Arena, 
7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

Lionel Richie: W/ CeeLo Green, 7:30 p.m., $34- 
$181 advance. Concord Pavilion, 2000 Kirker 
Pass, Concord. 

Live 105 BFD 2014: W/ Foster the People, M.I.A., 
Fitz & The Tantrums, Phantogram, New Poli- 
tics, Walk the Moon, MS MR, Kongos, Cherub, 
Bleachers, Birds of Tokyo, Big Data, Bear Hands, 
Finish Ticket, Skaters, Semi Precious Weapons, 
Flosstradamus, RAC, Giraffage, The Knocks, 
Waters, The Hundred Days, French Cassettes, 
Everyone Is Dirty, The Trims, Ghost Town Jenny, 
Breakdown Valentine, Fever Charm, Rio Rio, 
Amp Live, WhiteNoize, Aaron Axelsen, St. John, 
Miles the DJ, John Beaver, DJ Dials, 11:15 a.m., 
$35-$69.50 advance. Shoreline Amphitheatre, 
1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 

Marc Ribot with Henry Grimes & Chad Taylor: 
7 p.m., $25-$40. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Ragazzi Continuo: Ex Corde - The Rhythm of 
the Land: 3 p.m., $15-$20. St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

San Francisco City Chorus: Opera Sing-Along 
Gala: 7:30 p.m., $12-$20 (students K-12 free). 
Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 201 Eucalyptus, 
San Francisco. 

San Francisco Civic Symphony: 1 p.m., free. Sir 
Francis Drake Hotel, 450 Powell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: Show Boat: 2 p.m., $24-$379. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Sarah Hicks conducts the live 
score to Disney's Fantasia, 4 p.m., $51-$176. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 


MONDAY 6/2 


Kelis: W/ Son Little, 8 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 ad- 
vance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Tech N9ne: W/ Freddie Gibbs, Krizz Kaliko, Jarren 
Benton, Psych Ward Druggies, Illuminati, 8 p.m., 
$30-$32. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 6/3 


James Taylor: 8 p.m., $38.50-$180.50 advance. 
Concord Pavilion, 2000 Kirker Pass, Concord. 

Lady Gaga: 7:30 p.m., $35-$223.60 advance. 
SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

S.F. Opera: Show Boat: 8 p.m., $24-$379. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 





The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Why These 
Coyotes, The Yes-Go’s, The Dicks of Hazzard, Bitter 
Loa, DJ Ryan Smith, 8:30 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Griddle, Victims 
Family, 8 p.m., $10. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. Mrs. Howl, The 
Big Forgive, 9 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas," 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 

p.m., $7-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro Pop 
Rocks," 18+ dance night with Mt. Eden, Ross.FM, 
Krishna, Mark G, Sound It Out, more, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,”’ w/ Kyle 
Geiger, Mossmoss, dCoy, Mike Bee, Ilya Galperin, 
9 p.m., $5-S10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,” w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Rock the Spot,” 9 p.m.., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Lights Down 
Low: Bromance Records Tour,” w/ Brodinski, Loui- 
sahhhl!!!, Club Cheval, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,"" w/ 
Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 


ACOUSTIC 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
The River Monks, Don Shearer & Friends, Justin 
Purtill, Jean Marc, Rocket Frog Rodeo, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Ngaire 
Young, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Wildwood, 
Mikayla McVay with Oil Derek, Sawmill Joe, 8 
p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Frankie Boots 
& The County Line, Rivvrs, Taken by Canadians, The 
Parmesans, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Toast 
Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Royal 
Jelly, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Terrence Brewer 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
iii, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m.., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 29th 
Street Swingtet, 9 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Tribute to Eddie Duran, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sebastian Parker Trio, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Carol Luckenbach, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “'Bao- 
bab!,” timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. ‘“Bachatali- 
cious,” w/ DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m. continues 
through June 1, $5-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“International Freak Out A Go Go,” w/ resident 
DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, and 
Special Lord B, Last Wednesday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Rene Sevieri 
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Beautiful Bummer 


PAPERCUTS 


With Fool’s Gold, Line & Circle. 9 p.m. Saturday, May 
31, at the Chapel. $15-$17; thechapelsf.com 


There’s a kind of melancholy that feels good: not an acute sadness at any- 
thing particular, but a stance of doubt, or weariness, or indifference, from 
which it can be comfortable and even illuminating to regard the world. That 
is the feeling of San Francisco’s Papercuts. On their new album, Life Among 
the Savages, Jason Quever and Co. channel wintry pianos and weeping 
strings into songs that are sadly, entrancingly gorgeous before all else. You 
may pick out the words uttered in Quever’s sighing, breathy vocals, or you 


may not, but titles like “Easter Morning, 


0 66 


Family Portrait,” and “Staring at 


the Bright Lights” should give you the idea: Papercuts finds the poetry of 
everyday malaise, the deep beauty of a regular bummer. There’s a lot of 


pleasure in that. Ian S. Port 


Duo, 6 p.m., free. 
The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Redwood Tango Ensemble, 8:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Mitch 
Woods & His Rocket 88s, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Little Jonny 

& The Giants, 9:30 p.m. 
Union Square Park: 333 Post, San Francisco. Dave 
Gonzalez Combo, DJ Tanoa, 6 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Shudder, Mimmo/Blunt Duo, 7:30 p.m., $10-$12. 


SOUL 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Banks, Jerome LOL, 9 p.m., sold out. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 

Goapele, 8 & 10 p.m., $20-$30. 


THURSDAY 5/29 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
The Classical, Laughters, 10 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Karmin Line, The Fire Department, Pantheon, 9 
p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Consolidated 
Electric, Spidermeow, The Midnight Snackers, 9 
p.m., $5-S$10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Growwler, Giggle 
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Party, Taxes, 9 p.m., $7. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Popscene,”’ 
w/ French Horn Rebellion, Hey Champ, 9 p.m., $15- 
S17. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. The Ethel 
Merman Experience, Gunpowder, The Whoa Nellies, 
9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of 1984,” 
‘80s night with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “XO,” w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “The Crib,” 18+ 
LGBT dance party, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Trap & Bass,” 
w/ Dirty Aud!o, Regulators, Ultraviolet, Napsty, 
Harris Pilton, Akuma, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$8. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. Mike Frugaletti, DJ 
Mes, Kevin Kind, Taj, 9 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “Black 
Light Spiral," w/ Untold, Marco de la Vega, 9 p.m., 
$16.50 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Housing Proj- 
ect,” w/ Charlotte the Baroness, Pete Avila, Nick H, 
Ninja, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 


/ 
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Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Torq: 6-Year 
Anniversary," w/ Ookay, Manos, 9 p.m.., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Hypnaugh- 
tyk,” w/ Metadekk, 8 p.m., $5 (free before 9 p.m.). 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
J. Stalin, Remedy, Marlow, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,” 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Hoodie Allen, Down 
with Webster, Colette Carr, 8 p.m., sold out. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. New Fangled 
Wasteland, Rusty Stringfield, Bangers & Grass, The 
Beauty Operators, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Rainbow 
Girls, Marty O'Reilly & The Old Soul Orchestra, 
Kendra McKinley, 9 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Crooked Road Céilf Band, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Quinn DeVeaux, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Mad & Eddie 
Duran Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Swing Fever, 7:30 
p.m. Starts . continues through June 19. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Soul Sauce, 
7p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
iii, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Manny 
Cruz Latin Jazz Quartet, 9 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 

Francisco. Pure Ecstasy, 7:30 p.m., $10. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Avance, 
DJ EMV, 8 p.m., $12. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Cachimba, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gary Flores & Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. The Verdi 
Club Milonga, w/ Christy Coté, DJ Emilio Flores, 
guests, 9 p.m., $10-S15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. John 
Garcia Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. T-Wrex & The 
Primitive Rhythm, 4 p.m.; Charles Wheal, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk, San Francisco. “Twang 
Honky Tonk,” w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and 
Honky Tonk Henry, 7 p.m. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Honky 
Tonk Thursdays,” w/ DJ Juan Burgandy, 9 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Phonochromaticism: A Sonic Journey Through the 
Visible Light Spectrum, 8 p.m., $10-$25. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
Styrofoam Sanchez, Horseflesh, The Fathers, 8 
p.m., $6-$10. 

Royce Gallery: 2901 Mariposa, San Francisco. The 
ROOM Series: Sax Violin Language, w/ Pamela Z, 
Phillip Greenlief, Benjamin Kreith, and John O'Keefe, 
8 p.m., $10-S15. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Motherlode featuring Bill Summers & DJ Logic, 
9:30 p.m., $12 advance. 
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SKA 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. The Rudicals, 
Jokes for Feelings, The Skunkadelics, 8:30 p.m., $6. 


SOUL 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Goapele, 8 & 10 p.m., $20-$35. 


FRIDAY 5/30 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Ferocious 
Few, Go by Ocean, Anna Hillburg, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Bat- 
tlehooch Orchestra, Tartufi, Vanwave, 9 p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. We Are 
the Men, Sweat Lodge, Unstrung, Asthma, 8:30 
p.m., $8-$10. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: 
Bestfriend Grrifriend, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The Shams, 
McCrae’s Battalion, Fenton Coolfoot & The Right 
Time, The Chicken Slacks, 8:30 p.m., $8. 


Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Petty Theft, The 
Killer Queens, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. White- 
horse, Replica, Lycus, Deathgrave, 9:30 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Animal Col- 
lective (DJ set), Slow Magic, Sophie, 404, Fortune, 
OneMohit, Jay Handles, 10 p.m., $25 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 llth St., San Francisco. Dubfire, 
Quinn Jerome, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. Dueling DJs Brian 
Kent & Philip Grasso, 10 p.m., $5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Manimal,” 9 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar,” w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pixy Stixx,” w/ 
DJs Tomas Diablo, Daniel Skellington, Starr, Sage, 
Melting Girl, and Mz. Samantha, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 
before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Robert 
DeLong, Penguin Prison (DJ set), Miles the DJ, 
Split, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Direct to Earth," w/ 
Mike Dehnert, Jason Kendig, David Javate, Bob 





Yeezy’'s Beatman 


HUDSON MOHAWKE 


Tim Saccenti 


With DJ Dials. 8:30 p.m. Friday, May 30, at 
Rickshaw Stop. $20-$25; rickshawstop.com 


Hudson Hawk, a cartoonish 1991 Bruce Willis comedy and box office bomb, 
is about as profoundly uncool as a movie can get. Remarkably, its memory 
partially lives on in the 2010s all thanks to Hudson Mohawke, the 
nom-de-electronica of highly in-demand producer and DJ Ross Birchard. 
(Birchard says he picked the name after seeing it carved into a statue some- 
where, but the association still stands.) The London-based Scotsman is re- 
sponsible for one record (2009's Butter) and a heap of EPs that emphasize 
snappy drumbeats, club-friendly verve, and a hyperactive, psychedelic 
sparkle. Solo work aside, HudMo has made waves by teaming with Cana- 
dian producer Lunice as TNGHT, and producing tracks for the likes of 
Drake, Pusha T, John Legend, and Kanye West; he assisted on Yeezus’ “Iam 
a God” and “Blood on the Leaves” for the latter. Reyan Ali 
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Campbell, Bells & Whistles, Brian Knarfield, 8 p.m., 
$10-$15 advance. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. No Regular Play, 
Jason Burns, 9 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Goldroom, Gavin Turek, Kauf, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL: Handle 
Your Shit Lady,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Groove Merchant Records Night, w/ DJs Cool 
Chris, Jerry Nice, Vinnie Esparza, and Jon Blunk, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “‘SoulHouse,”’ 
w/ Jaime James, DJ Seven, Anthony James, Cole, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Lelf, Brenmar, 
DJ Boyfriend, DJ davO, Marco de la Vega, 9 p.m., 
$16-§20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Hot Since 82, 
Trey Courtney, Will Spencer, Atish, Rachel Torro, 
9 p.m., 515-$25. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Paul Oakenfold, 
9 p.m., $30-$35 advance. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Bump Heavy," w/ 
Gent & Jawns, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Michael Calfan, Ma- 
rio Mar, Paulban, King James, Twin Spin, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. The Disco Fries, 
Mike Roberts, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Richie 
Cunning, MicahTron, BPos, 9 p.m., $10. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. ‘Classics,’ w/ DJ Jazzy 
Jeff, Skillz, Shortkut, Mr. E, 9 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts: 2868 
Mission, San Francisco. Beatshop Summer Beat 
Battle, 6-10 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Last Nite: A 
2000s Hip-Hop Party,’ w/ DJs Jamie Jams & Rapid 
Fire, 9 p.m., $5-S10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Running 
from Omelas, 7 p.m. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Tyler Ward, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor Collins, 
8 p.m. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Assateague, 
Little Person, Laura & Anton, 9 p.m., $7. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Virgil 
Shaw & The Killer Views, Slow Motion Cowboys, 
7:30 p.m., $8. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Heather 
Luttrell & The Possumden, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Hardly 
Strictly Jazz, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Pacific 
Jazz Connection, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lynea Diaz-Ha- 
gan Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Fred 
Randolph Trio, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Mitch Woods & 
His Rocket 88s, 8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Sam 
Grobe-Heintz, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Robert Kennedy 
Trio, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. Life Is 
a Wave 2014, Save the Waves benefit party with 
music by SambaDa & DJ Adam Twelve, plus surf 
films, auctions, and more, 6:30 p.m., $35-$100. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Gomorran Social Aid & Pleasure Club, El Radio 
Fantastique, Harry & The Hitmen, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m. continues 
through June 1, $15 (free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Candela, 10 p.m. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
Cuban Night with Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., 
$15-S18. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. James 
Harman, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Little 
Wolf & The HellCats, 8:30 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Wantnots, 9:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jan Fanucchi, 
Last Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Chris Cobb, 
9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Aki Kumar, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Steven Wolf Fine Arts: 2747 19th St., San Francisco. 
Richard Pinhas, Matt Baldwin, 8 p.m., $10. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Glen 
David Andrews, Candelaria, 9:30 p.m., $15 advance. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Loose 
Joints," w/ DJs Centipede, Damon Bell, and Tom 
Thump, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “Soul 
Crush,” w/ DJ Serious Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Goapele, 8 & 10 p.m., $30-$40. 


SATURDAY 5/31 


ROCK 
Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Bud Bronson 


| 415-550-7510. 
Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun'SAM-2AM 
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& The Good Timers, Gradations, Northerner, 9 
p.m., $7-$10. 


Joe Pickett, Ben Holder, Marky Ray, Dr. Whiskers, 
Haute Mess, Ernie Trevino, JoeJoe, Jay-R, more, 


i 
I 
SOUL KRUSH TEMPLE SATURDAYS SUNSET ARCADE - Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. The Flesh 9 p.m., $10-$15. 
& TEMPLE SF PRESENT Hammers, The Prophets of Addiction, 10 p.m.,$5. | Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Mi CH AEL W/ SUNS OF ! 1 YEAR Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Funk,” w/ Howard Johnson, 10 p.m. 
e TE M PLE I AN IN] IVE RSARY = Eagulls, Twin Peaks, The Tet Holiday, 9:30 p.m.,$12.  _F8:1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “May Flirty Thirst," w/ 
AL FAN The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Papercuts, Vitamindevo, Kimba, Brian Williams, DJ Grammar, 
I I 
2S. 8. 5 3. eee ee ae - oe le NEON BIRTH DAY Fool's Gold, Line & Circle, 9 p.m., $15-$17. Daruma Dance Collective, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 
i DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. Future Twin, § Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “The 
i EVERY TUESDAY El Terrible, DJ Jamie Jams, happy hour in support of No Theme Super Dance Jam," w/ DJs Sonny Phono 
XV: ST. JAMES , TEMPLE SATURDAYS PA INT | N f Supervisor David Campos, 3-8 p.m., free. & Bessed Drest, 9 p.m. 
7 Ol, 1 6a ne . . 
' iW / RICH ARD THEEP I: EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Benefit forthe San Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Throwback: Tribute 
INFIRMARY S i BEYN ON 0 P L Iz x Francisco Tenants Union & Anti-Eviction Mapping to ‘90s House Music,” w/ Tyrel Williams, Andrew 
] ne ¥ . . . . . 
15 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY PERPLE PauMTies PARTY 4 £5 Project with Be Calm Honcho, 3 p.m. Phelan, Jayvi Velasco, Ren the Vinyl Archeologist, 
Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Local H, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. with RSVP. 
SaNeCED EF SAN PRMENED : Bad Veins, 9 p.m., $12. Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Lights Down 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Dax Riggs, Low,” w/ Maxxi Soundsystem, Sleazemore, Split, 
a 9 p.m., $18. Shiny Objects, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 
SAEED@TEMPLESF. COME The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. § Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Urban Cowboy,” 
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DRINKS ¢ FOOD « MUSIC 
THU 5/29 7PM 315 ADV / $17 DOOR 


Luscious Jackson, DJ ADW Young, 9 p.m., $30. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Rue ‘66, 
Los Shimmy Shakers, DJ Sid Presley, 10 p.m., $7. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
The Jaded, Strange Hotel, Crash Landings, on the 
downstairs stage, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco. The Phenomenauts, 
Otis featuring Jesse Wagner, Kepi Ghoulie with Dog 
Party, Dee Jay Jay Dee, King Kukulele, 9 p.m., $15. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Wander, Commissure, Plan- 
ets Live in Houses, Unconditional Arms, 7 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 llth St., San Francisco. Fred Falke, 
Frenchy Le Freak, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. “Il Just Wanna 
F*ckin Dance (Goes to Brazil), w/ DJs Felipe Lira & 
Andrew Gibbons, 10 p.m., $15 before 11 p.m. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Battle of the 
Decades: ‘70s Disco vs. ‘80s New Wave,” w/ DJs 
Randy Maupin, Mr. Washington, Cherie Allen, Starr, 
Eric Muller, Mike Hogan, Marci Rubin, Jennie Andre- 
sean, Andy Trice, and Markus Rovito, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.," 
w/ More Cowbell, A+D, DJ Entyme, Trevor Sigler, 


w/ Aaron Pope, BassBen, DingDong, Deckard, Ernie 
Trevino, Erik Hz, Ethan, Influence, Kapt'n Kirk, 
Mancub, Markie, Shissla, Shooey, Tamo, ViaJay, Brad 
Robinson, Zach Moore, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Trapeze 
XII: Una Festa di Volo,” w/ The Swingrowers, Dutty 
Moonshine, The Speakeasy Syndicate, DJ Delachaux, 
The Klown, Cleo Viper, Grace Hall, more, 9 p.m., $15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Starkillers, 9 
p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘Dickslap,” 
w/ DJs Trevor Sigler, Nark, and Two Dudes in 
Love, 9 p.m. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Magnifico,” w/ 
Helena, Dane Mitchell, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Dark Room,” 
w/ DJs Le Perv & Luna Xix, 9:30 p.m. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. “White,” w/ Tall Sasha, Lukas Felt, Monika, 
White Cloud, 10 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Joachim Garraud, 
Spektor, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Jungle 
Boogie," w/ DJ Zita, 10 p.m., free. 


© SPACE COWBOYS o 
URBAN COWBOY 


WITH BETA & DJS FROM 
SPACE COWBOYS - DISTRIKT - DUSTY RHINO 
PINK MAMMOTH - BRASS TAX - AND MORE 


Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “So Fresh,” w/ 
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HOLLY WILLIAMS 

SAT 6/28 8PM $12 ADV / S15 DOOR 

SPANISH GOLD 

FEAT MEMBERS OF MY MORNING 


JACKET, CITY AND COLOUR & 
BROWNOUT 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(2 SHOWS) 


DIRT NASTY 
W/ J. LATELY, DJ ASPECT 


SWORN EMENY 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS TBA 


UNEARTH 
W/ TEXAS IN JULY, CRUEL HAND 
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W/ HUNGRY SKINNY, BALMS 


His SF SUPERVILLAINS 
w/D EY & THE PEOPLES, 
SKANDALISM 


THE MARCH VIOLETS 
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THURSDAY 5.29 - LOFT 
TAUT: GROWWLER 


SATURDAY 6.14 - MAINROOM 
NON STOP BHANGRA #104 


SATURDAY 6.14 - LOFT 
ISIS: JACQUES RENAULT 


FRIDAY 6.13 - MAINROOM 
BLISS DANCE PROJECT FUNDRAISER 
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Olivia Lee 
Distressed Charm 


DOEEYE 


With DRMS and the She’s. 8 p.m. Thursday, May 29, at 
Great American Music Hall. $13; slimspresents.com. 


With all the raw, blistered drums and bass fuzz of a late-’90s MoWax pro- 
duction, Doe Eye’s debut album, TELEVISION, kicks off like the Kool- 
Aid man crashing through a brick wall. Over the next 36 minutes, San 
Francisco's own Maryam Qudus keeps pouring on the sweet stuff — hon- 
eyed vocals, reverbed melodies — over oftentimes wavy, jarring production 
that’s equally at home in the coffeehouse and the punkhouse. Live and on 
stage, Qudus cuts a Clara Bow figure while entrancing a room, and she re- 
turns to the city this week to finish a nationwide tour accompanied by her 
new album’s steady and worthy climb up the college charts. Gabe Meline 


DJs Miles Green & Dave Tactics, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. John 
Doe, 2 p.m., free. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Blind Willies, We 
Arsons, Quinn DeVeaux, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Pa’ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Jeff Keanaaina, 
7 p.m., $5. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Lady 
Crooners, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Marcus Shelby 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Jeff Denson Trio, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Frank Delime Group, 9:30 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Mr. 
Lucky & The Cocktail Party, 9 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anne O'Brien, Last 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m.., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. SalsaCra- 
zy's 20-Year Anniversary Gala Celebration & Cafe 
Cocomo Closing Party, w/ Orquesta Borinquen, 
Somos el Son, 7 p.m., $15. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Latin Rhythm Boys, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Diego's Um- 
brella, LoCura, DJs Pleasuremaker & Sefior 02z, 9 


THE 20°" ANNUAL 


p.m., $18-$20. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. Orquesta 
La Clave del Blanco, 5:15 p.m., $10. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 
Julio Bravo y Su Orquesta Salsabor, 8 p.m., $10 
before 10 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Sista 
Monica, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Kathy Tejcka, 
4 p.m.; Curtis Lawson, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steppin’, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Grease Traps, The lronsides with Gene Washington, 
7:30 p.m., $8. 


SOUL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 8th 
Grader, Air Life, 9 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Goapele, 8 & 10 p.m., $40-$45. 


SUNDAY 6/1 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Seahaven, Adventures, Foxing, 8 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Ben Ottewell, Buddy, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. Awoken 
Shadows, Cherri Bomb, A Hero to Fall, Chapters, 
Oh! The Horror, 7 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
The Faint, Reptar, Darren Keen, 8 p.m., sold out. 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2014 


SHORELINE, MOUNTAIN VIEW -11AM 


FOSTER THE PEOPLE - M.1.A. 
FITZ & THE TANTRUMS - + PHANTOGRAM - > NEW POLITICS 


BUD LIGHT FEST IN 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The 
Okmoniks, Primitive Hearts, Pookie & The Poodlez, 
Pre-Legendary, 4 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Phantom Airship; 
Blueshift; Patrick, Hanako, and the Little Picture; 
Butch Nasty & The Blackout Kids, 6:30 p.m., $11-$13. 


DANCE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. “Sunday 
Mass,” 10 p.m., $3 after 11 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ Timoteo Gigante, DJ Sep, Vinnie Esparza, 
9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” 10 p.m., 
free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Sweater 
Funk," 10 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Kevin Knapp, 
Nick Williams, Zoz, Kimmy Le Funk, Kool Karlo, 9 
p.m., $5-$10. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Sunday 
Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m., free. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Acid House 
Sundays,” w/ DJ Marvelous Marvin Fulton, 9 p.m., 
$3 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘Sunset Arcade,"’ 
18+ dance party & game night, 9 p.m., $10. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Swagger Like 
Us,” First Sunday of every month, 3 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Aerial Ruin, 
Sean Solow, 5 p.m., free/donation. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Peter White- 
head, Hazy Loper, Heather Normandale, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 


—— 
——— 


WALK THE MOON - MS MR - KONGOS - CHERUB - BLEACHERS - BIRDS OF TOKYO 


BIG DATA - BEAR HANDS 
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JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kally Price Old 
Blues & Jazz Band, First Sunday of every month, 
9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Dwaine 
Spurlin Quintet, 4:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 

Black Coalition on AIDS/Rafiki Wellness: 601 
Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. Nicolas Bearde, 4-6 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver, San Francisco. Frank Tusa 
Quartet, 4 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Brazil 


& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., free. 

Butterfly: Pier 33, San Francisco. “La Tardeada,” w/ 
resident DJs Mind Motion, WaltDigz, and I-Cue, 
Sundays, 4-10 p.m., free. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Club Cocomo's 
Farewell Celebration with Invasion Latina, 6 p.m., $10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Balkan 
Evening Dance, 8:30 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Ali Azimi, Rana 
Mansour, Karmandan, 7 p.m., $30-$55. 


BLUES 
Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Hunter 
& The Dirty Jacks, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 4 p.m. 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
0z Noy Trio, 7 & 9 p.m., $16-$22. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Hillbilly 
Hootenanny West Side Revue, First Sunday of every 
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TREVOR SIGLER « DANYOL 


LOFT: 
BRASS TAX 


with DJs: HAUTE MESS, 
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month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., San Francisco. 


Noertker's Moxie, Eat the Sun, 7:30 p.m., $8- 
$10. 


MONDAY 6/2 


ROCK 


DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. Bulletproof 
Tiger, The Night Falls, The Impersonations, Air 
Surgeon, Mock Church, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. SNFU, Nihilist 
Cunt, Culture Abuse, 9:30 p.m., $10-$13. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
Faint, Reptar, Male Gaze, 8 p.m., sold out. 


DANCE 
DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 





Golden Gate 


bod —_ 


Showing Every 
World Cup & 
Giants/A’s Game 
This Summer. 
Over 20 Fiat 
Screens and 
4 Mega Screens. 





Lunch eiecial 


Burger + Fries + Beer* Just $10 


*Select Draft Beers Only 
Mon. to Fri. 11 to3 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & quests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 
Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 
Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Bas, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Front Country, 
First Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. ‘Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 


$8 MEZZANINE 
WED MAY 28 - 9PM 


BROMANCE RECORDS TOUR 
LIGHTS DOWN LOW 
Wx x \V 


{A 
FRI MAY 30 - 9PM 
LE TF & BRENIVIAR 


SAT MAY 31 - 9PM 
DIEGO'S UMBRELLA 


FRI JUNE 6 - SPM 


FUTURE FRIDAYS 1 ¥R 
nERSARY WY > LON 


a. of “aa 
SAT JUNE 7 - SPIVI 


SOUL SLAM 


Sal 7 


>. NOULL & PICTUREPLANE 
5.) 6 TREASURE FINGERS sou wee 
>) COLOR WE BADD nee em 
>) WAKA PLOOKA FLAME 

>> CALYK & TEEBEE 

+2) BIG GAY BIRTHDAY exo mex 
|). CREAM OF BEAT som vere 
07° ALL PARIS renet recor: 
/* JON WOPRINS 

||.) AMITRAC & BIXEL BOYS 


VETIANINESE COV 1 415.625. Bab i 2+ 








JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gerald Beckett Quintet, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Brenda Reed, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 6/3 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Brolly, 
Witchdream Mansion, Snow Angel, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Wood Shoppe,” w/ Marian Hill, Wild Ones, 
9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Abigail Wil- 


THE 


SALOON 


(415) 989-7666 © 12PM - 2AM 





WED 5/28 _ LITTLE JOHN & THE GIANTS 
THU 5/29 T-REX (4-8PM) 
CHARLES WHEAL (9:30-1AM) 

FRI 5/30 JAN FANUCCHI (4-8PM) 
CHRIS COBB (9:30-1AM] 

SAT 5/31 KATHY TEJCKA (4-8PM) 


CURTIS LAWSON (9:30-1AM) 


1232 Grant Avenue 


between Columbus and Vallejo 
TaMlatcmse- alton at\ola elm \ (ela as-veror 


Shee Sarkside 














FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 
FRIDAY. MAY 30TH - 9PM - $8 
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UPCOMING SHOWS: 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street * 415-252-1330 
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liams, Lecherous Nocturne, Panzerfaust, Hazzard’s 


Cure, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Wool, Bad 


Breath, Jerks, Niveles, 8:30 p.m., $6. 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 


Faint, Reptar, Darren Keen, 8 p.m., $25. 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Gener- 
ation Loss, Mane, Fish Breath, Jealousy, DJ Alex, 


9:30 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 


“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 


10 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Soundpieces,” 
10 p.m., free-$10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘“Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


4s. Dust 
GOL. Dus 


Fisherman’s Wharf | San Francisco 
Live Music Nay 





“FEAT. DJ DJ SAMMI 


‘DANCE a 


seach Thee 
JAZZ VOCAL TRIO 


FEAT. _ PRESTON TURNER 
@ JAMES 3 MICHAELIDAY 38 


z 
& 
165 Jefferson St. Suite #1 


San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 397-1695 | www.golddustsf.com 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


30 BEERS ON TAP 


NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


—Jeolo) a s—m of—la 


JUST OFF 19TH AVE | 7 CAMBON DR 
415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Rin Tin Tiger, 
9:15 p.m. Starts . continues through June 24, al 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song 
writer in Residence: Tommy P., 7 p.m. ae 
continues through June 24. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Golden 
Youth, Cardboard Kids, Cara, Bradford Loomis, 
8 p.m., $10. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


iid MONARCH 


TH. MAY 23 / 3:00PM 


FRI MAY 30 / 9:30PM 


é 


- 


SAT MAY 31 / 9:30 PY 


SUN JUNE 7 / SPM 


FRI JUNE 6 / S00 PM 


WEEFLY 
a ae 
TULSUVATS 
BASS / ELECTRONIC 
TRUTH / DUBSWORTH 
(cto) b}-¥ =e) =[e3 A - 10) =} 4 
DOC MARTIN / MARQUES WYATT 
BORIS WERNER 
BASE 9 YR / DROOG (JUSTIN) 
DJ DAN / MIKE BALANCE 
SUNSET ISLAND AFTER-PARTY 
ANTHONY COLLINS 
BAIKAL 
nw) low MN (cj) B-2e) a -7-\-3-) 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - 8:30P 


CLUB OPEN DAILY 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 
MONARCHSFE.COM 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM SLGaTERNZaN Seat) 5 ib, 


mre 


THE BLOODY BEETROOTS LIVE 


with J BOOGIE (BROTHER IN. 


Bombay : 
| ic ycle 
\ Club r 


with MILO,GREENE 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 
of eg fe) =]5--) 
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wy feeamsiee) 
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JUNE 7 


GUIDED BY VOICES 
BOBBY BARE, JR. 
JUNE 11 


WHO’S BAD: 
THE WORLD'S #1 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
TRIBUTE BAND 
B-SIDE PLAYERS 
JUNE 27 


THE NOTWIST 
JUNE 14 


TAMAR BRAXTON 
JUNE 23 


FUTURE 
> (ece ms Re) 4 5 
fel} 5 
CULTURA PROFETICA JUNE 30 


JUNE 25 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


@THEWARFIELD 
@REGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF 


SO aed] GOLDENVoIcE.com 


WARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


Get tickets at 


OR CALL 888-929-7849 


aXxs. 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


» THEWARFIELD 
J] THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


com | bp 


& "THE BAD SEEDS 


SOLD OUT 


JULY X&8 


Palme 
MONS TSR 
SO IWn 
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HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO PARTY 
WITH HUNDREDS OF ENTERTAINERS 
AT ALL FIVE OF THESE CLUBS... 


184 


y 
CUI ley, A 391 Broadway 


ay Nude www.centerfoldsst.com 


1h+ 
atte 312 Columbus 


€ 
Of : 4 4 Of wv littledariingss!.com 


18+ 
552 Broadway 


, - i) NC i" \ www.roaring20sst.com 


184 
529 Broadway 
www.goe-sf.com 


HUNGRY | stesso 


www.hungryisf.com > 
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Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Marilyn Cooney, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


The Cosmo Bar & Lounge: 440 Broadway, San 
Francisco. Conga Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground Nomads,” 
w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 


HIDDEN AGENDA 
Landfill Experimentalists 


Concertgoers already 
know Mark Treise as the bassist of 
CCR Headcleaner. Live, he’s bedaz- 
zled, bedecked with charms, and 
somewhat bedraggled, churning 
out the thick low-end beneath 
CCR Headcleaner’s woozy riffs. 
He’s graceful within the tempest 
of a rock group — even 20 min- 
utes into that clamorous live ren- 
dition of “Cokesmoker” — but 
CCR Headcleaner bears no resem- 
blance to his solo work as Jeal- 
ousy. The 2011 full-length Viles is 
his single release under the moni- 
ker, and there’s been few utter- 
ances from the solo side of Treise 
since. Next week, a live Jealousy 
set at the Knockout with Mane, 
Generation Loss, 
and Fish Breath 
on Tuesday, 
June 3, will re- 
vive the enigma. 
Viles is all 
hushed chants 
and understated 
terror. Its music 
has a ritual feel, 
forbidding and 
austere, with 
echoed incantations steeped in 
unnerving textures and min- 
imal melodic vamps. If it’s a 
rite, the purpose is sinister. “I 
want your sons and daughters,” 
Treise moans on one track. “I’m 
a killer,” he intones on another. 
We typically think of menacing 
music as bombastic, intensely 
physical, and oppressively loud. 
For Jealousy, though, the same 
effect is wreaked by taut re- 
straint, croaked threats, anda 
deftly cultivated atmosphere of 
dread. Rather than theme songs 
for senseless rampage, Viles is a 
meticulous fixation on pain and 
flesh, all the more disturbing for 
its calm and deliberate lucidity. 
English post-punk group 
Eagulls use a heavier hand to 
batter listeners around. Their 
eponymous album from earlier 
this year is grounded by throb- 
bing tom-toms and gurgling 
bass. Above that, gruff vocals 


tonight... 


HIDDEN 
te 


ts 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up," w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 


BLUES 
Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Two-Tone Steiny & The Cadillacs, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., 
$15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kindred, 
First Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 


growl catcalls at the end of each 
phrase, while barbed riffs jut out 
in search of “angular” post-punk 
qualities — but Eagulls round 
their edges for the occasional 
hook, too. The raucous qualities 
aren't just on record, either. 
Eagulls garnered some attention 
after posting churlish online 
takedowns of South by South- 
west last year, lending some 
credence to the flippant swagger 
on display in these songs. ‘The al- 
bum cover features the scorched 
exterior of a car, and though 
civil unrest seems a pat pose, 
Eagulls do uproarious post-punk 
impeccably. See them headline 
with Twin Peaks and Tet Holiday 
on Saturday, 
May 31, at 
Bottom of 
the Hill. 
Styrofoam 

N 1) A Sanchez 
‘ Re sounds like 

ad today’s sonic 
detritus as- 
sembled into 
some approx- 
imation of a 
doomy tomorrow, as if the future 
will just be the sum of today’s 
trash. The experimental group 
performs in elaborate Styrofoam 
headpieces and suits, evoking 
future monopolists of nonrecy- 
clable material flaunting their 
wealth. Its sets consist of a single 
lengthy piece, incorporating 
musique concréte, computers, 
and live electronic manipulation, 
that at times sounds like grating 
machinery or a chorus of ampli- 
fied empty stomachs. It’s harsh, 
arrhythmic, and conceptual, but 
not pedantically so. The group 
bio uses phrases like “sculptural 
personification,’ but the expe- 
rience is enthralling even for 
people who don’t think or talk 
like that. Styrofoam Sanchez per- 
forms Thursday, May 29, with 
Horseflesh and the Fathers at the 
Luggage Store Gallery in San 
Francisco as part of the month- 
long Creative Music Series. 
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Try it Free! 


415.765.1796 
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EMPIRE 
HEALTH 
CLUB 


Open 7 Days a Week 
10am - midnight 
= Ss =o& 


Visa/MasterCard/ 
Discover accepted 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


” Now Hiring Masseuses 
With Permits 


COME FOR THE BEST 


J IN RELAXATION 
© 931 KEARNY @ COLUMBUS 


119.377.) 02 


428 O'Farrell St. @ Taylor 
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


415-441-4133 


Try For Free 


i 4G 


. Fe VOICE 


GUYRSPY The #1 social network 


More local numbers: 1.800.777.8000 
Ahora en Espanol /18+ 


Available on the iPhone Wi d Ph ee [2 lay 
for men who like men indows Phone DP em 














INTERRACIAL-KINK 
A Swinger Party 
Weekly Play parties 

from 9:00 p.m. until... 


0/31 
MINI-MINI 
SKIRT NIGHT 


Deliciously Sexy Couples and 
select Singles are welcome 
to attend. 


Ih 
‘foe nes, 08 
Couples, Call Together 
VAYYAY YA lai c=) ae: leyt-lOn qi eel ae 
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DATING SERVICE 


SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great Massage, 
Call Ally at 

650-630-3815 opointment 
3745 ane Blvd (At 2nd Ave) 




















Tyo 695 0D 
San Je oy 
408) 514 1111 a 
, a_er- 


other cities 1.877.510.3344 hardlinechat.com 


REAL TAkwitHHorT 
HORNY LOCALGIRLS 
GIRLS! 


FREE to listen & reply to ads! 
FREE CODE: SF Weekly 
For other local numbers call 
1-888-MegaMates 


247 QOQemorer Care 14060) 2028 16 G21) POLL 2474 


RIGHT NOW! 
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SFWEEKLY.COM 
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HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 


beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
¢ TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


ODEN (415)345-9793 | | 
2558 GEARY BLVD |) crnacisi aera 
I DAYS BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE | | 


SE CA 94115 415-788-2299 

















Lae 


OAM STORM 


266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 
Fresh & Clean Location 


CEO MASSAGE 
FULL 
SABEAUTIRUIRGIRIS 
10am-42pm 
130 Bush Street, 6th Fl. 






Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 





410-421-2286 
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| Salt GRAND OPENING © UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT ee 1K MASSAGE THERAPY 


GRAND 
OPENING 


Professional 
Chinese 


J Girls 
SPA 6 SALON 1927 Ocean Ave in SF'™ ( 
oe) OEvholeDAsPAci |415-585-6188) 


BETWEEN SAN PEDRO ¢ CASTLE Bring in Ad for °10 Discount 






Full Body Massage 


BRAZILIAN 
WAXING 


AAAAAAAAARAARAARANAAAAARRARAAARAAY 


$45/hr 


$30/half hr 
J alale mere) @)V, 
of ad. 





_ 
- 


SOS SSS SSS 
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* Pain Relief & Relaxation 

* Friendly © Certified 
Professional Masseuses 

Quiet Place with 
Private Room 

¢Free Steam & Shower 

*Foot Massage 

* Body Massage $39 


4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 


mm (415) 379-9888 


ORIENTAL NATURAL (ANTS 
HEALING CENTER : 


You get Exactly 60 minutes'Awesome 
_ ‘Day Spa 
Body Scrub: ’ 
Under New 
ei Teeth eae sah 
p4X-1at-ViLA- Mel iam Challe [UM alolatem Colite] Tables, Showers 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage Massage: 


& Private Rooms: 


(VIP Room W/Shower) : 50") Asian Massage Nn 
NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St. /30th, SF 94122 415-668-6299 9068 MissiontSiwond Ay _ 
415-566-6666 2501 CLEMENT ST (AT 26TH AVE) SF 94121 415-552-6800 Yami9pm 
7 days 10-10 MON-SUN 10-9 b/t 16th/17th nearal 6th St. Bart 








) L’Amour $pa Massage 





















































The Best Relaxation Massage in Town 
| LIRENDA SHIATSU 
. rm \... PROFESSIONAL 
a _—- — MASSEUSES 
ee Asian Massage | 
le Body Scrub & Shampoo , 
Meet Shirley, CMT 
a Private Garage Parking _ |6 Years Experience) LHR: $50 
1/2 HR: $35 


940 Bush Street, a CA 94109 415- 567- 8825 
yee |! _ 


ie 
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1347 DIVISADERO ST. 
(BETWEEN ELLIS 
& O’FARRELL) IN SF 
415-359-9959 





















602 Jackson $t at Kearny in $F 
415 781 5224 WAVAW/LIRENDASHIATSU.COM 














HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 


MISC SERVICES 





AVON - Earn extra income with 
a new career! Sell from home, 
work, online. $15 startup. For 
information, call: 888-770-1075 
(M-F 9-7 & Sat 9-1 central.) (Ind 
Sls Rep) 





THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley 
Road, Houston, Texas 77099. Train 
for a new career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. *NDT/ 
Weld Inspector. Job Placement 
Assistance. Financial Aid avail for 
those who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





CANVASSER - OUTSIDE SALES 
General contractor seeking 
outside sales canvasser to go 
door to door and create leads 
for sales staff. 

Must have own car. 
$20/hour plus generous 


onus! 
Please call 415-974-1234 





Publicly Traded Company 
is Expanding 
We have FT Openings as 
Customer Relations Reps 
We Prefer No Experience 
We Provide on-the-job Training 
Entry Level Earnings $16/hr avg 
Higher Earning Potential and 
Advancement 
Opportunity 
Students Welcome 
Call 415-645-6479 





TELEMARKETER - INSIDE SALES 
General contract seeking moti- 
vated, hard working and expe- 
rienced telemarketers to 
create leads for sales staff. P/T 
$15/hour plus bonus! 

Please call 415-974-1234 





COUPON CLIPPERS NEEDED! 
Trade extra grocery coupons 
for $SS$SS. All national brands 
requested. Free details. Please 
visit www.cashforcashoffs.com 





Africa, Brazil Work/Study! 
Change the lives of others 
while creating a sustainablefu- 
ture. 6, 9,18 month programs 
available. Apply to- 
day!www.OneWorldCenter.org 
(269) 591-0518 info@One- 
WorldCenter.org (AAN CAN) 





$1,000 WEEKLY! MAILING BRO- 
CHURES From Home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. 
Genuine Opportunity. No Ex- 


perience required. Start Imme- 


diately 
www.mailingmembers.com 
(AAN CAN) 





AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 
Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 


students. Job placement assis- 


tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN) 





WANTS TO purchase minerals and 
other oil & gas interests. Send 
details to PO. Box 13557, Denver, 
Co 80201 





SSSS FREE PILLS $SSS VIAGRA 
100mg, CIALIS 20mg 40 Pills +4/ 
free only $99.00 Discreet Shipping. 
1-888-797-9028 





PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match- 
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/In- 
diana (AAN CAN) 








CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid. We Come to You! Call for 
Instant Offer. 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN) 
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Show8izy- 


ie most rustlers 


a & &F bebe te Se 


www.showbizy.com 


The World's BIGGEST Media and Entertainment Directory. 
Film, TV, Music, Theatre, and Advertising together in one place...and FREE! 
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GRAND OPENING 





MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 


REALDOCTIORS 
REALCARE 







SPECIAL 


d29 
wp? Bon 


: renewals 


1855A Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


(415) 831-1032 
gecsf.com 











ID CARD 


AVAILABLE 


Oe VALIDATED 
PARKIN iGOKELA — es | 
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420 EVALUATION CENTERS ipriceWeSeJe val 


100% PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
We WILL MATCH ANY LOCAL COMPENTOR’S PRICE. 


WALIEINS WELCOME 0) FREE EVALUATIONS! 
> (IF YOU DON’T QUALIFY, 
IT’S STILL FREE!) 
10% OFF FRIENDS 


by, O . m WE MATCH A 
EXPIRES 6/30/14 & FAMILY SPECIAL a 7 = iol Ui As 
MUST BRING AD e 1 PER PATIENT ~ 
ee acai | =, ee — a to mich to visit_~ 
evs ~ 
OAKLAND SAN JOSE VALLEJO : Dp: Nlons, 
2633 TELEGRAPH AVE. $109 115 N. 4TH ST., SUITE 106 432 TENNESSEE ST. +-— 
MON-SAT: 10AM-6PM | (BETWEEN ST. JOHN & ST. JAMES) MON-SAT: 10AM-6PM Sei enhciggto hiSt: ar aera Sal Limited Time Otter 
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www.Price Evaluations.com 








Call Dean L. Woerner 415-550-8799 www.sanfranbk.com 


MOM’S BODY SHOP 
MOSS RHA Irack Pants. 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selec- 
tion * Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 


(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com 





Retail Locations: 
Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 ; ; 
San Francisco— Union Square 
San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto— University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 


pate Ceara Ne: 510.866.6217 | GRAND OPENING 
Text AASTORE + zip code to 2700 International Blvd, Ste 23, Oakland, 94601 
23000 to find American Apparel Cross street 27th St | One block from Fruitvale BART 
locations nearest you. Office hours: 9:30am-6pm | Seven days a week 





www.Oakland420Doctor.com 
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» Wellness Counseling 
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¢ Real Doctors - Real Care 
¢ Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 

¢ Quality ID Cards 

¢ 24/7 Safe Verification 
Led by 

Hanya Barth, M.D. 


>» www.GREEN215.com | 


w 
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Pp 2366 San Pablo Avenue 


Berkeley, CA 94702 * 
www.mybpg.com 


510.540.6013 Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 


(1200 Howard St @ 8th St) 
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— i WAN MM JDoctor.com 4 Booter.com oo. Fie 843 HOWARD SINEET SAN FRANCISCO 94103 (415) 541-9590 


yy 36S ist St) MIM 75(4 2,0 ee 
(415)554-017 | Sn (408)298-6666 _ EE cs a SS REE eee 


(Aes MEDIC! INE @ THE BEST PRICES | 
We Match Any f | a a 
Lexnal Competions Price A Picd | 
Ry proud ot Ad veil . fj. / = = NEW PST ENT NEM PATIENT 


%S 
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